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bendary of Briſtol, 2 Books 
The Reverend Mr. Atwood, Prebendary of Wells 
The Reverend the Arch. Deacon of Canterbury 


Jeremiah Ames, Eſq; Briſtol 
5 = William Aleyn, Merchant, Briftol 


r. John Adams, Stanton Drew, Somerſet{hire 


Ja Auſtin, Eſq; Oxon | 
The Reverend Mr. Aldam, Rector of HIullavington Glou- 


ceſterſhire 


Mr. Auſtin, Cirenceſter | | 
The Rev. Mr. Atwood, Lecturer of St. Margues, London 
Mr. Francis Arnel, Briſtol 
Mr. Thomas Aylward, Briſtol 


Mrs. Heſter Atwood, Briſtol 


The Reverend Mr. Henry Aderly, Refior of Newton, 85 


merſetſhire 
Mr. William Andrews, Briſtel | 


Mr. William Arnold, Briſtol | | 


4 HE Honourable and Reverend Mr. Ay met, Pre- | 


—__ e e han, 


iy, _ SunscnIBERS Namts, 


| 5 | 
The Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Briſtol, 6 Book; 
The Honourable Norborne Berkely, Eſq; Member of Par. 
liament for Glouceſterſhire 


The Honourable Iſaac Bruce, Eſq; Commoner of Queen! 's 
College, Oxford 


William Barnes, » Eſq; Alderman of the City of Briſtol 


Charles Bragge, Eſq; Glouceſterſhire 


John Berrow, Eſq; Briſtol 


Iſaac Baugh Eſq; Briſtol 
William Berrow Eſq; Briſtol 


Richard Bayley, Eſq; Stapletan 


Henry Beckles, Eſq; Barbadoes 


The Reverend Mr. Broughton, Rector of St. Mary Red 
clifft, Briſtol 


The Reverend Mr. Bound, Rector of st. John's. Briftol 


The Reverend Mr. George Bridle, Fellow of N. C. Oxon 
'The Reverend Mr. Barry, Briſtol. 2 Books 


The Reverend Mr. Berjew Rector of All. Saints, Drina 
a Bragge, Glouceſterſhire 


r. John Brickdale, Briſtol 5 
7s Gregory Buſh, Apothecary, Briſtol. 2 Books 


Mr. Edmund Broderip, Organiſt of St. James's Briſtol, = 


Books 


: Mr. Henry Broadburn, Briſtol 


The Reverend Mr. Briſden, 


The Reverend Mr. Bly, Adderbury, Oxfordſhirs - 
The Reverend Mr. Buller, Vicar of Kilroy 


| The Reverend Mr. Butler, Briſlington 


7 a Reverend Mr. Buckler, .Fellow of All- Souls, 3 


r. James eee Commoner of Exeter College, 
Oxon : 
4 James Bernard, Commoner of Cs College Oxon 


The Reyerend Mr. Biſs, Brifol - 
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SUBSCRIBERS NAMES, v. 
Mr. Francis Brown, Merchant, Briſtal 
Mr. Richard Brown, Briſtol 
| Mr. Richard Blake, Briſtol | 
1 Mr. Nathaniel Brown, Dowry- Square, near Briſtol 
Mr. John Buſh, Briſtol 
Mr. John Brook, Briſtol 
Mr. William Bath, (lately deceas d? Briſtal 
Mr. Thomas Bulman, Briſtol 
Mr. Henry Bodman, Brito! 
Mr. Charles Buſh, Briſtol 
Mr. Henry Bowen, Briſto! 
Mr. Thomas Bagy, Briſtol 
Mr. William Bower, Briſtol 
Mr. Robert Bridle, Briſtol 
Mr. John Barlow, Apothecary, Brin 
Mr. William Britton, Eriſtol 
Mr. John Baker, Briſtol 
Mr. William Blake, Brito] 
Mrs. Lydia Blagden, Briſtol 


Mrs. Ann Baudowin, Briſtol 
* Miſs Bave, Somerſetſhire e 
: | 5 The Reverend Mr. Chriſtopher Bolte, — hew Stoke Somer 
5 letſhire > 
4 PIT. Slade Baker, Briftol 


Mr. James Byam, Briſtol 

Mr. William Batemen, Briſtol Ta 

The Reverend Mr. F. Beel, Pentrecoon, Carmarthenſhire 

& | i- Mr. Francis Brown, Apothecary, Briſtol 
Mr. Richard Beverſtone, Briſtol 

Mr. Fenwick Bird, Attorney, Briſtol 

0 Mr. William Braginton, Briſtol 

A | | Mr, Budden, Briſtol. 2 Books 

” Mrs. Byam, Briſtol 3 "FD >>. 

The Reverend Mr. Batt, Rector of Wraxel 


vi. SUBSCRIBERS NAM ESG. 
Mr. Edward Band, Wookey Hole 
Mrs. Leatitia Barcroft, Briſtol 


Mr. Richard Bennet, Briftol 


Mr. Samuel Bright, Briſtol 


Mr. James Bridges, Attorney, Briſtol 
Mr. Joieph Bucklavd, Briſtol 
Mr. Thomas Baun, Briftol 


(C 


Sir Robert Cann, Bart. Glouceſterſhire 


Thomas Cheſter, E1qz Member of Parliament for Glouceſter 


ire 
Edward Cooper, Eſq; Alderman of Briſtol 
John Clemente, Elq; Alder man of Briſtol 
The Reverend Mr. Caſtelman, Frebendary of Briſtol. 2 Boch: 


The Reverend Mr. Carey, Chancellor of Briſtol. 2 _ 


John Coſſins, Eſq; Redland. 2 Books 
Mr. Richard Chamberlayne, Briſtol (decras'd „ 6 beste 


Charles Cotton, Eſq; Gent. Commoner of St. Mary Hal, 


Oxon 


Richard Combes, Eſq; Briſtol 


The Reverend Mr. Collinſon, Rector of St. Maryport, Briſtol 
Mr. Craven, Commoner of St. Mary Hall, Oxon 


Dr. Coopey, Fellow of All Souls, Oxon 
The Reverend Mr. Coopey, Briſtol 
The Reverend Mr. Chapman, Cirenceſter 
The Reverend Mr. Chapman, Briſtol 


Mr. Charlton, Apothecary, Briſtol | 
Mr. Abraham Cook, Brſtol | 


Mr. William Cadell, Attorney, Briſtol 


The Reverend Mr. Catcott, Briſtol 
The Reverend Mr, Cooke, Enford 


The Reverend Mr. Caſberd, Briſtol | 
The Reverend Mr. Camplin, Briſtol 


Mr. Richard Camplin, Briſtol | 
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SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. vil. 

Mr. A. Cleland, M. D. Bath 

Miſs Chamberlayne, Briſtol 

Mr. William Corp, Attorney, Chelwood, Sentinel 
The Rev. Mr. Culliford, Reclor of St. Machal's 5, Briſtol 
Miſs Cobb, Briſtol 
Mrs. Caſamajor, Briſtol 5 

Mr. Maurice Ceely, Briſto! 

Mrs. Mary Crane, Briſtol 
Mrs. Calwell, Briſtol 

Mr. Richard Champneſs, Briſtol 

Mr. Robert Colvill, Briſtol 

Mr. John Clark, Briſtol 

Mr. Simeon Cox, Briſtol | 
Mr. Charles Churchman, Attorney, Briftol 
Mr. Jonah Coſker, Briſtol 
Mr. Joſeph Cooke, Briſtol | 
Mr. Robert Collings, Briſtol 

Mr. Iſaac Coals, Briſtol 

Mrs. Sarah Cooper, Briſtol 

Mr. Edward Chilcot, Briſto! 

Mr. William Carter, Briſtol 

Mr. Samuel Cave, Br ſtol 
Mr. John Chivers, Briſtol 

Mr. John Chivers, Junr. Briſtol 
3 wy rs. }. Coulſting Briftol 
r. John Clark, Briſtol 

= Collings, Shirehampton 


Mr. Abraham Collings, Shirehampton 
Mr. . Cox, . 


ä 

The Reverend the Dean of Wells, D. D. 6 Books 
Robert Archer Dyer, Eſq; Aberglaſlney Carmariienſhire 
] ohn Durbin, * Briſtol 
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viii, SUBSCRIBERS NAMES; 
John Day, Eſq; Redland | 
Joſeph Daltera, Eſq; 
John Dixon, Senr. Eſq; Briſtol | 
The Reverend Mr. John Dixon, Juur. Virginia 
Mr. Thomas Dymock, Briſtol, 4. Books 
The Reverend Mr. Davie, Briſtol 
Mr. Richmond Day, Briſtol 
Mr. John Day, Briſtol 
The Reverend Mr. William Davis, Tallyq- 
The Reverend Mr. Dobſon, Market. Lavington 
The Reverend Mr. John Davies, Llanartheny 
The Reverend Mr. Darkworthy, Otterhampton 
Mr. Edward Durben, Briſtol 
Mr. George Daubeny, Briſtol 
Mr. Andrew Daubeny, Briſtol 
Mr. Lloyd Daubeny, Briſtol 
Mr. Ifaac Dighton, Briſtol _ 
Mr. John Dowell, Briſtol _ 
The Rev. Mr. Diaper, Briſtol 
Mr. Alexander Davis, Briſtol | 
Miſs Dean, Briſtol 
Mr. John Davies, Bettus, Carmarthenſhire 
Mr. Davis, Landilovaur, Carmarthenſhire 
Mr. Henry Davis, Frampton, Somerſetſhire 
Mr. Samuel Davis, Briſtol 
Mr. William Delpratt, Briſtol 
Mr. Anthony Drewett, Briſtol | 
Mr. Samuel Davies, Briſtol 1 
Mr. Delamain, Briſtol | 3 
Mr. John Daulinge, London, 2 Books | 
Mr. Abſolom Dean, Briftol  * 
Mr. William Dyſon, Briſtol 
Mr. Arthur Dart, Briſtol 


$UB5CRIBERs Names; 


Mr. Davis, Brifto! 
Mr. Davis, Briſtol | | | 
Mr. John Davis, Attorney, Briſtol 
Mr. John Dyer, Briftol 
Mr. Francis Daniel, Briſtol 

E 
Jacob Elton, Eta: Alderman of Brifta 
Malter Edwards, Eſq; London | 
Abraham Ifaac Elton, Eſq; Town Clark of Briſtol 
Mr. Richard Edols, Briſtol, 4 Books | 
The Reverend Dr. Ernle, Fellow of All- Souls, Oxon 
The Reverend Mr, Thomas Eynon, Langunnor 
Mr. Edward Edwards, Fellow of Teſus, Oxon 
Mrs. Jane Edwards, Redland „ 
Mr. David Edwards, Landiloevaur, surgeon 
Mr. Thomas Evans, Attorney, Briſtol, 
- Mr. W illiam Eagles, Briſtol 
Mr. Thomas Edwards, Briſtol 
Mr. Robert Elliott, Briltol _ 
Mr. William Edwards, Briſtol 
Mr. Thomas Efton, French-Hay 
Exeter College Library, Oxon 
Mr. Henry Evans, Briſtol 
Mr, William Edwards, Briſtol 


iP 


Francis Fane, Eſq; Member of Parliament for Ucheſter 
Thomas Fane, Eſq; Member of Parliament for Lyme” 
Thomas Edwards Freeman, Eſq; London 

Mr. nne Clifion, 2 Books : 
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*. SUBSCRIBERS. Names. 


The Reverend Dr. F — Fellow of Exeter College, 


Oxon 


| The Reverend Mr, F 2 85 F ellow of Queen 1 College 


Oxon 
| The Reverend Mr. E. Farnworth, Aſhburn 
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Edward Fiſher, Eſqꝗ: Gent. Commoner of * College, 5 


Oxon 
The Reverend Mr. Marian Fe: eavor, Somerſerhice 
= Ford, Surgeon, Briſtol | 
r. Joſeph Freeman, Briſtol 
11 Joſeph Farrell, Merchant, Brilol 
Mrs. Elizabeth Farrell, Briſtol 
Mr. William Field, Briſtol 
The Reverend Mr. Chriſtopher Field, Dorlethire 
Mr. Pitman Scandret Field, Merchant, Briſtol 
Mrs. Field, Stapleton _ 
Mr. H. Farrah, Briſtol ; 
Mr. Ford, Briſtol 1 5 
Mr. Iſaac Fiſher, Bath 
Mr. William Fiſher, Briſtol 
Mr. John Farthing, Briſtol 
Mr. James Farnam, Briſtol 
Mr. james Fiſher, Briſtol 
Mr. William Flowers, Briſtol 
Mr. William Fry, Briſtol 
Mrs. Ann Fawſett, Briſtol 
Mr. Arthur Forde, Briſtol | 
Mr. John Fiſher, Briſtol 
Mr. Farr, Attorney, Briſtol 


Mr. John Gems 1 To Pi 
The Reverend Mr. Giffard, gt. Mary Hall, Cos... 
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JURSCRIBERS NAMERSG. 
The Reverend Mr. Gardiner, Henbury 
The Reverend Mr. Blinman Griſley, Banwdll 
Mr. Edward Gwatkin, Briſtol, 2 Books 
The Reverend Mr. Gregory, Briſtol 
The Reverend Mr. Giles, Briftol 
Mr. Edward Giles, Attorney, Briſtol | 
The Reverend Mr. Gibbs, Chitteine 
Mr. Galloway, Apothecary, Bath 
The Reverend Mr. Gegg, Briſtol 
Mrs. Mary Gibb, Briſtol 5 
Miſs Gibbs, Briſtol _ 
Mrs. Groves, Briftol 
Mr. Gravile, Apothecary, Briſtol 
Mr. Richard Gould, Chew (deceas'd 
Mr. Laurence Greatrake, Briſto) 
Mr. William Gardner, Briſtol 
Mr. E. Gillam, Briſtol 
Mr. Richard Giles, Briſtol 
Mx. James Garſeed, Briſtol 
Mr. Richard Grimſteed, Briſtol 
Mr. Edward Gardener, Priſto! 
Mr. George Green, Briſtol 
Mr. Thomas Gibbs, Briſtol 
Mr, Hodges Godwyn, Briſtol 
Mr. William Griffin, Briſtol 
Mr. Thomas Griffiths Briſtol 
Mr. Glaſcodine, Briſtol _ 
Mr. Joſeph Godwin, Briſtol 
Mr. Henry Greſley, Briſtol 
Mr. John Griffith, Briſtol 
Mir. John Giles, Briſtol 
Mr. James Gully, Briftol 
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Mr. F ortunatus Hagley, Briſt ol . 


Xii. SUBSCRIBERS NAMES, 
Mrs. Sarah Gwyn, Briftol 


Mr. Samuel Gardner, Briſtol, 


H 


Authur Hart, Eſq; Stapleton 


William Hart, Eſq; Hanham 

Mr, William Hamond, Briftol 
Mr. Thomas Hungerford, Briftol 
Mr. John Hellier, Surgeon, Briſtol 


Mr. Eliſha Hellier, Surgeon, Briſtol 


The Reverend Mr. Hore, B. D. Fellow c of Jeſus College 


Oxon 


The Reverend Mr. William Howdel 
Mrs. Harmer, Briſtol 


The Reverend Mr. Hayward, wing 


| Miſs Hamilton, Stapelton 
I John Harrington, A. B. of Exeter College, Oxon 


r. James Hardwicke, Attorney, Briſtol 


5 Mw Elizabeth Haythorne, Briſtol | 


Mrs. Phillis Hargeft, Briſtol 


Mrs. J. Harington, Briſtol 


Mrs. Catharine Howel, Briſtol | 


Mrs. Ann Hughes, Briſtol 


The Reverend Mr. Benjamin Hueck, Briſtol, 2 Books 


| The Reverend Mr. Harris, Briftol 


| "Mr William Hipſly, Briſtol | 
Mrs. Hawkins, Briſlington 


Mr. Hawkins, Briſtol 
| 75 5 Hopper, Briſtol 


r. Joſeph Hughes, Briſtol | e 
Bom Henry Haſkins, Brit!!! 
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SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. Wii. 
The Reverend Mr. Harſon, Briſtol 
Mr. Francis Hancock, Briſtol 
Mr. David Hancock, Briſtol 
Mr. Charles Horwood, Briſtol 
Mr. Thomas Harris, Briſtol 
Mr. Thomas Harris, Junr. Briſtol 
Mr. John Hart, Briſtol 
Mr. William Holiſter, Briſtol 
"2s Thomas Harris, Briſtol 
Mr. Thomas Hellier, Briſtol PD 
Mr. Charles Horwood, Briſtol = wha; ot 
Mr. Thomas Howorth, Briſtol | 3 "a 
Mr. Gabriel Hale, Priſtol 
Mr. William Hunt, Briſtol 
Mr. Peter Hatton, Briſtol 
Mrs. Bridget Hambleton, Shirehampton 
Mr. James Hale, Attorney, Briſtol 
Mr. Hancock, > Shirchamp! on 


s j 

2 The Hs St. Andrew, St. John, © Jent. . Commoner 
5 1 | of New College, Oxon 

* Thomas Jones, Eſq; Carmarthen 

2 The Reverend Mr. Jenkins, Canon W of Wells 


A The Reverend Mr. Jones, Fellow of Jeſus 
1 Walter Jenkins, Eſq; Briſtol 

| Mr. Jeremiah Innys, Redland 

Mrs. Jeanes, Briſtol _ 


Ihe Reverend Mr. John Noise ones Reftor of St. Peters Bridal | 


The Reverend Mr. Jones, Vicar of Temple Briſtol | 
Mr. Innes, Devizes _ 


Mr. Thomas Jones, Briſtol ea 85 TY 5 ics] evan 


College, Oxon 
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Liv. SUBSCRIBERS NAMtes, 

The Revered Mr. Inman, Recor of Rowbarrow, toms 
ſetſhire 

Mr. Eduard Jackſon, Briſtol 

Mr. John Jocham, Briſtol 

Mr. Oliver Jelfe, Briſtol 

Mr. John Johnſon, Briſtol 

Mr. Benjamin Johnſon, Briſtol 

Mr. Benjamin James, Briſtol 

Mr. Thomas Jones, Briſtol 

Mr. Thomas jenkins, Briſtol 

Mr. joſeph Jones, Briſtol 

Mr. John Jordan, Briſtol 

Airs. Elizabeth Jones, Brito? | 

Mr. Henry Jones, Briſtol 

Mu. jeſſe, Briſtol 


** 


The Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Kildare, 4 Books 
The Reverend Mr. William Kymer, . ee 
Mr. Henry King, Briſtol 
Mr. King, Hamgreen 
Mr. Henry King, Briſtal 

Mr. John King, Briſtol 


1. 


5 ** Laocke, Eq; Alderman of Briſtol 
David Liwyd, Eſq; Berllandowill, 2 Books | 
| Roger Lyde, Eſq; Chelwood, Somerſetſhire 
Mrs. Lyde, Stanton Drew, 2 Books 
John Lidderdale, Eſq; Briſtol 

James Lewis, Eiq; Dolchaidd 
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SosschIBETR NAURU xv. 


| Miſs Betty Lewis, Dolehaidd 


The Reverend Mr. Llwyd, Briſtol 
Mr. Lemerchant, Fellow of Pembroke College, Oxon 


The Reverend Mr. Lewis, Fellow of ſeſus College, Oxon 


The Reverend Mr. Lehuute, Student of Chriſt's Church 
College, Oxon 


Mrs. Jane Lloyd, Laques 


Mr. Daniel Lloyd, Laques 

Mrs. Mary Lethbridge, Little Court 
Mr. Charles William Le Geyt, Jerſey _ 
Mr. George Luther, Briſtol 

Mr. William Lambert, Briftcl 


Mr. Samuel Lowter, Briſtol 

Mr. William Lewellin, Briftot 

Mr. Cornelius Lowdin, Briſtol 

Mr. Chriſtopher Lilly, Brita! 

Mr. P. Lovegrove, Briſtol 
Mr. John Legg, Briſtol 


Mr. Joſeph Little, Briſtol | 


Mr. Robert Lancaſhire, Briſto] 
Mr. Edward Lowdin, Briſtol 


Mr. Thomas Lewis, Briſto} 


Mr. Henry Lankford, Briſtal 
Mr. Lon. Bino 


* 


Henry Mugleworth, Eſq; Briſtol 

John Morgan, Eſq; Swanzey 

Mrs. Morgan, Swanzey _ 

The Reverend Mr, Hudſon Martin, ende 
Mr. Maſon, Gent. Commoner of St. Mary Flall, o 
The Reverend Mr. D Morgan, Fellow of Tom Cat; 


lege, Oxon | 
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vi. SUBSCRIBERS NAMRES. 
The Reverend Mr. Morgan 2 ren of . Cel- 


lege, Oxon 
The Reverend- Mr. Mozely, Mackingsfield 


Tune Reverend Mr. David Morgans, Llauvihangel 


Mrs. Sarah Martin, Finſtock Oxfordſhire 

Mr. Themas Martin, Apothecary, Briſtol, 2 Books 
Mr. Edward Martin, Briſtol, 2 Books = 
Mr. John Morſe, Apothecary, Briſtol 

Mr. Richard Martin, Briftol 

Mr. Henry Morgan, Briftol 


Mr. Morley, Organiſt of the Cathedral, Brifto 
Mr. Edward Moore, Briſtol ' 
Mr. Edward Maddocks, Briſtol 


Mr. Thomas Madoks, Briſtol 
Mrs. Amey Maſters, Briſtol 


1 Mr. Morgan, Briſtol | 
Mr. Abraham Mills, Stanton Drew, Somerſerſhire 


Mr. John Melton, Briſtol 


Mr. John Milſum, Briſtol 
Mr. John Mathews, Briftol 


Mr. James Mathews, Briſtol 
Mr. William Mathews, Briſto! 
Mr. John Maſon, Briſtol 


Mrs. Suſannah, Muſpratt, Briſtol 
Mr. John Maunder, Briſtol 


Mr. John Milton, Senr. Briſtol 


The Reverend Mr, Richard Moore, Briftol, 
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John Noble, Elq; Briftol 55 
The Reverend Mr. Colbery Noel, Fellow'o! New cue 5 
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SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. x Vit, 
Mr. James New, Commoner of Oriel College, Oxon 


. Sarah Nelmes, Briſtol 
Mr. Ralph Newham, Briſto! 
Mr. Samuel Nicholas, Clifton 

: Mr. Edward Nicholas, Briſtol 

. Mr. Henry Newton, Briſtol 

3 Mr. Richard Newall, Briſtol 
Mr. John Norman, Briftol 
Mr. Thomas Neaſt, Briſtol 
Mr. Samuel Newnam, Brifto! 
Mr. Robert Noyes, Briſtol 


PY 


Mr. Jeremiah Olborne, Attorney, Briſtol. 
| yr Okey, Briſtol | 

Mr. Thomas Overbury, Briſtol 

Mr. Lionel Oliver, 

Mrs. Dioneſs Oliver, Eriſtol 

Mr. Francis Owen, Briſtol 

Mr. Timothy Oxley, Briſtol 

Mr. Simon Oland, Briſtol 
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David N Eſq; Alderman of Briſtol 

The Reverend Dr. Pardo, Principal of Jeſus College, 

L Oxon, 4 Book 
0 Charles Philips, Eſq; Landebye, e 
Willam Phelps, Eſq; Glouceſterſhire 
© | The Reverend Mr. Iſaac Pages, Vicar of Compton Dando 
4 ; The Reverend Mr. Price, Rector of Stockton, Wilts 
L | The Rev. Mr, Price, B. D. Rector of Aſton-Clinton, Bucks 


£vilt _ SURSCRIBERS NAMES 
The Reverend Mr. Price, Fellow of Wadham Saller 


Oxon 


Mr. Pornell, Attorney, Briſtol, 2 Books 


The Reverend Mr. Prieſt, Henbury 

The Reverend Mr. Price, Briſtol 

Mr. Samuel Pye, Surgeon, Briſtol 

Mr. Page, Surgeon, Brittol | 

Mr. Henry Parminter, Commoner of Queens College, Oxon 
Mr. Richard Parker, Attorney, Brutul 

Mrs. Sarah Packer, Briflol _ 

Mrs. Sibyea Pitts, Briſtol 


Mrs. Pierce, Briſtol, 2 Books 


Mr. John Payne, Briſtol 
Mr. James Pennington, Briſtol 
Mr. Thomas Pedler, Clifton 


VM. Thomas Prankerd, Briſtol 
Mix. Samuel Parminter, Briſtol 


Mrs. Patty, Briſtol 


Mr. John Pullen, Britol 
| Mr. William Powell, Briſtol 
Mr. John Parry, Briſtol 


Mr. Thomas Pierce, Briſtol 
Mr. Richard Prankerd, Briſtol 


Mr. Joleph Peil, Stanton Drey 


Mr. Joſeph Peace, Briſtol | 

Mr. Pſalter, Briſtol 

Mr. William Perry, Junr. Briſtol | 
Mr. Richard Perkins, Briſtol 5 
Mr. James Pidding, Briſtol 


Mr. George Pullen, Briſtol 4 
Mr. Thomas Pennington, Briſtol 
Mr. Robert Palmer, Briſte! 
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'SuBSCRIBERs Names X1X, 


Mr. Nicholas Perry, Junr. Briſtol 
: Mis Price, Carmarthen 


Mr. Rees Price, Carmarthen 
Mr. Howell Price, Penycoed 
Mr. Phelps, Compton Dando 


Mrs. Heſter Piguemt, Briſtol 


Mr. Richard Penny, Briſtol 


Mr. Thomas Pidding, Briſtol 5 


Mr. John Palmer, Briſtol 


R 


John Rich, Eſq; Alderman of Briſtol 
The Reverend Dr. Rook, and | of Briſtol, (Latoy 4 


ceas'd) 3 Books 


William Rees, Eſq; Capeldewy 


The Reverend Mr. Ray, Redland 
Mr. Samuel Rich, Briftol | 


Mr. Ruſel, Commoner of Queens el Orch. 


Mr. Rich, Briftol+ 


The Reverend Mr. Richards. Brito | 
0 Ivyleafe Ruſs, Apothacary, Briſtel | 4 


r. Joſeph Rickards, Briſtol 


7 Edmond Rogers, Cliſton 


Mr. George Rawliofon, Briſtol 


Mr. Richard Richardſon, Briſtol 
Mr. William Racſter, Briſtol 


Mr. Joſeph Roſſer, Briſtol 


Mr. Rumſey, Brifkol . _ V 


— 


Mr. Evan Rice, Briſtol 


"Mac e 
Mr. Thomas Richards, Brie! VVV 
Mr Jacob Ride, nt! 


Mr. v home Roms, Somerſetſlire 
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xx. gSurscRIBERSNAMEs. 


Mr. Anthony Rogers, Briſtol 


Mr. William Reeve, Briſtol 
Mr. Edward Rumley, Briſtol 


Mr. Walter Rainſtrop, Briſtol 


Mr. Nelme Rogers, Briſtol 
Mrs. Hannah Roche, Briſtol 
Mr. William Roſcoe, Briftol 
Mr. Peter Raoul, Briſtol 


Mr. Thomas Rice, Briſto! 


The Reverend Mr. John Rogers, Vicar of Carmarthen 
The Reverend Mr. Oakley Rees, Vicar of Penboir 


Mr. Robot han, Briſtol 


Mr. John Rogers, Briſtol 


Tne Right Honourable 1 Soutiwell, Ely Member 
| of Parliament for Briſto! 


Lady Stepney, Llanelly, Carmarthenſhire 
John Sampſon, Eſq; Henbury ' 
RN. Scudamore, Eiq; Briſtol, 2 Books 


Morgan Smith, Eſq ; Briſtol 


Henry Swymmer, Eſq; Briſtol 


The Reverend Dr. Squire, Arch Deacon of Bath 


Thomas Smith, Eſq; Briſtol Fo 3 
The Reverend Mr. Smith, Rector of Chriſt Church, Briſtol = 


The Reverend Mr. Smyth, Fellow of New College, Oxon 


The Reverend Mr. Stephens, LL. B. Rector of Noe, Ox. 


fordſhire 


The Reverend Mr. Stephens, M. A. New: College Oxon 


The Reverend Mr. Seyer, Briſtol its 
The Reverend Mr. . Vicar of Clyrow, Glouceſer 
| hire 


$UBSCRIBERs Names. * 
The Reverend Mr. Skinner Pembroke College, Oxon 


The Reverend Mr. Slater, Vicar of Keynſham 
Mrs. Smyth, Henbury | 

Mrs. Elizabeth Smith, Cathay 

Mr. Standfaſt Smith, Apothecary, Briſtol, 2 Books | 


Mr. Thomas Smith, Apothecary, Brittol 
The Reverend Mr. Shute 


Mr. Self, Commoner of Queen's College, Oxon 
Mr. Skinner, Attorney, Briſtol | 
The Reverend Mr. Stable, Stanton Drew 


Mr. Joſeph Shapland, Apothecacy, Briſtol | 
Mrs. Lydia Smith, Briſto! 


Mrs. Mary Stone, Briſtol 


« - 


Mr. Thomas Spackman, Briſtol = | ; 


Mr. William Surman, Clifton 
Mr. Benjamin Smith, Briſtol 
Mr. Sharp, Briſtol! 
Mr. John Salmon, Bridal. 
Mr. Selivan, Briſtol 


Mr. George Stocker, Whitchurch 


Mr. Joſeph Smith, Briſtol 


Miſs Steward, Briſtol . 
Mrs. Stringer, Briſtol 


Mr. Thomas Stokes, Attorney, Briſtol 


Mr. Samuel Stokes, Attorney, Briſtol 


Mrs. Betty Southey, Fitzhead 
Mrs. Simkins, Briſtot 


Mrs. Skuſe, Briſtol 


Mr. Joſeph Shepherd, Briſtol 


Mr. William Stockefly, Briſtol | 


Mr, Henry Smith, Briſtol 
Mr. John Shutter, Briſtol 
Mr. Adam Six{mith, Clifton 
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XXII. SUBSCRIBERS NAMES, 
Mr. John Scandrett, Briſtol 

Mr. Richard Sheldon, Briſtol | 
Mr. Stephens, Organiſt of Salisſpury 
Mr. Richard Stringer, Briſtol 

Mr. Stevens, Briſtol | 
Mr. Thomas Saily, Briſtol 

Mir. Francis Smith, Briſtol 

Mr. John Sampſon, Briſtol 

Mr. John Simmons, Briſtol : 

Mr. Nathaniel Stephens, Brite! 
Mr. St. John Smith, Briſtol 

Mr. Benjamin Sangar, Briſtal 


Mr. John Sheldon, Briſtol 


Mr. John Scandrett, Briſtol 
Mr. Thomas Smalley, Briſtol 
Mr. John Smith, Briſtol 
Mr. Richard Smith, Briftol 

Mr. William Stephens, Briſtol 
Mr. Newton Swearingen, Briſto! 
The Reverend Mr. Joſeph Stokes 
Mr. Samuel Smith, Druggiſt, Briſtal 


Mr. Sidenham Teaſt, Briſtol, 6 Books 

John Tandey, Eſq; 

Charles Tudway, Eſq; Well 

The Reverend Mr. T ucker, Briftol, 2 Books 

The Reverend Mr. Taylor, Bath 8 | 
The Reverend Mr. Thomas, Abergaveny, 2 Books 
Mr. Morgan Thomas, Merchant, Briſtol, 5 Books 
The Reverend Mr. Thomas Taylor, Clion 
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The Reverend Mr. John Taylor, Clifton 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Jobn Tomlinſon, Briitol 
John Tong, Briſtol. 
James Tong, Brittol 
John Thomas, Briſtol 
Francis Tredell, Briſtul 
Mr. 
Mr. 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


G. Tyndall, Briſtol 


Tonge, Gent. Commoner of St. Mary Hall, Oxon 
Mrs. Ann i hurfton, Briſtol! 


John Taylor, Attorney, Briſtol 
john Thurſton, briltio] 
William Taylor, Briſtol 


Rowland Guy Thompſon, Brito! 
Richard Futterſal, Mancheſter 


Mrs. Mary Tomlinſon, Priſtol 


Mr. 
Mr. 
William Tombs, Briſtol 

William Timberman, Briſtol 


Corniſh Taylor, Briſtol 
George Taylor, Briſtol 


Richard Tombs, Brito} 


Daniel Taylor, Junr. Briſtol 


Mrs. Elizabeth Thring, Briſtol 


Mr. 
Mr. os is 
Mrs. Elinor Thomas, Ravenſdate, Carmarthenſhire 


Mr. Thomas Thomas, Penddoillwyn, Carmarthenſhire 


'The Honourable Mrs. Vaughan, Golden. 8 gan 


Richard Thomas, Briſtol 
john Tomlinſon, Briſtol 


1 


thenſhire 


The Reverend Mr. "Verrrks. Fellow of Meg: Col. Oxon 
Mr. William Vick, Briſtol, La, oy 


xxiv. SUBSCRIBERS NAM s, 
Mr. John Vaughan, Briſtol 0 5 
Mr. Thomas Vowles, Briſtol 


f 3 


The Right Reverend the Lord £ of Worceſte 6 
Books 
Mr. Leighton Wocd, Merchant, Briſtol, 6 Books ; 
The Reverend Dr. Waterland, Predendary of Briſtol, 2 Books 
Thomas Wiuſtone, Eſq; Briſtol 
The Reverend Mr. Wheeler, Cannon Refidentiary of Wells 
Joſeph Whitechurch, Eſq; Stapleton 
Evan Williams, Eſq; Pembrokeſhire 
Mrs. Rebecca Woolnough, Briftol, 5 Books 
Mrs. Winſtone, Briſtol 
Mr. Willooghbey, 
Miſs Warren, Cliſton 
Mrs. Mary Whitechurch, Briſtol 
Mr. William Wayne, Briſtol, 2 Books 
Mrs. Mary Willcocks, Briſtol „ 
The Reverend Mr. Williams, Fellow of Jeſus College, Ox- 
on, 2 Books 
The Reverend Mr. W M. A of Jeſus College, © Ox- 
on | 
The Reverend Mr. Woodforde, Treaſurer of Wells 
The Reverend Mr. Whitechurch, Vicar of e 
Dr. Woodward, Briſtol 
Miſs Welch, Briſtol . | 
Mr. Thomas Wright, London 
Mr. James Whitchurch, Briſtol 
Mr. Manaſah Whitehead, Merchant, Briſtol a i 
Brown Willis, Eſq; | 
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 SURSCRIBERS NAMES XXV. 
The Reverend Mr. Watkins, Vice "rincipal of St. Mar 
Hal, Oxon 


Mr. Richard Walton, A, B. of Queens College, Oxon 
Miſs Al:c.a Gratiana William, B inhavod 
The Reverend Mr. Williams, Cheſton, Glarmorganſhire 
The Reverend Mr. Charles Weſley; Briſtol 
Mr. Logo ick Williams, Brinhavod 
Mr. Jon Wade, Attorney, Briftol 
The Reverend Mr. Woodward, Briſtol 
Mr. Wells, Surgeon, Briſto! 0 
The Reverend Mr. Wilſon, Priſtol 
The Reverend Mr. Williams, Glaſtonbury 
Mr. Edward Colton Wilkins, * 
Mr. Wade, Briſtol 
Mr. George Walker, Henbury 
Mr. Edward Willis, Briſtol 
Mr. Richard Winpenny, Briſtol 
Mr. William Webb, Briftol 
Mr. John Wills, Briſtol- 
i Mr John Wyndowe, Briſtol 
| Mr. jeremiah Watkins, Briſtol 
Mr. Warner, Briſtol 
Mr. Thomas Woodward, Briſtol 
Mr. James Webb, Briſtol 
Mr. John Warner, Brittol 
: Mr. Joſhua Willcocks, Briſtol 
Mr. William Wheddon, Briſtol 
Mr. Richard Weſt, Briſtol, (deceas'd ) 
Mr. James Wimble, Briſtol 
Mr. William Winn, Briſtol | 
Mr. Jonathan Weſton, Briftol 
Mr. Simon Weſton, Briſtol _ 
Mr. John Watts, Briſtol | 
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xX XVi. SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 
Mr. Joſeph Williams, Briſtol 


Mr. Pitt Wyer, Briſtol 
Mr. Webb'Weſton, Briſtol 


Mr. William Welſh, Briſtol 


NMI. Valentine Watkins, Briſtol 
Mr. William Williams, Eriftol 
Mrs. Ann Webb, Britol _ 


Mr. William Watkins, Briſtol 


Mr. John Watkins, Briſtol 


Mr. William Waibrough, Briſtol! 


Mr. Thomas Whitebead, Briſtol 


Mir. John Willett, Briſtol 


Mr. Abraham Watſon, Briſtol 
Mr. Thomas Willyams, Brittol 
Mr. Joſhua Williams, Briſtol 
Mr. William Willlams, Briſtol 


Mr. Thomas Wilcox, Briſtol! 
The Reverend Mr. Whightwick, Cirenceſter 


* 


Mr. Edward Young, Attorney, Briſtol | 


Mrs. Yeſcombe, Briſtol 


Mr. Harry Farr Veatman, Apothecary, Brill 


Names omitted in ebe LIST. 


Mr. John Broderip: Orgauiſt of Wells 
Mr. Edman Crook, Briſtol 


Mr. William Britton, Briſtol 
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SERMON I. 


Farrn TRIUMPHANT, 


Preach'd at St. Mary's, before the bon FRSITY of 
OXFORD, 
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. 57 78 the vice. y that rvercometh the world, 


even our Faith. 


RES overcome the 1 is a great | 
2 and extenſive conqueſt, and ſees 
N 


at firſt fight to be attended with 


unſurmountable difficulties. But as difficult 


as this may be, we have the means of ob- 


taining this glorious triumph in our hands, 

if we make a proper uſe of them; and that 

is our Faith. Happy would it be for all, 
happy would it be for ſociety in general, for 
every individual 1 in particular, could this vic- 
11 be once holy gain d. Pow this it 


A 
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2 SERMON f. 
would enſue, and no otherwiſe, that tnen 
would be inſpir'd with ſuch a greatneſs of 
mind, as would fet them much above the 
doing an ill or mean action; above doing any 
thing beneath the dignity of human nature; 
any thing that would reflect diſhonour upon 
Gop their maker, bring diſcredit upon them 
ſelves, or cauſe any, even the leaſt diſadvan- 
5 tage to their neighbour. 
For what is it, I would alk, that puts men 
chiefly upon doing unjuſtifiable actions? what 
makes them incur the guilt of evil and ſinful 
practices, but too great a ſubſerviency to the 
world? Which if they could bnt once get the 
victory over, they would ſquare their actions 
by more noble principles, more exalted views, 
They Would then, and not till then, make 
uſe of the world, as not abuſing it; the 
world would be in ſubjection to them, in- 
ſtead of their being fo to the world; and this 
would enable them to abſtain from the evil, 
and conſequently the hurtful things in it; 
and alſo to enjoy what is really good, what 
is alone, by the bountiful creator, deſign d 
for their uſe, and what will contribute to 
their real happineſs. 
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Farru TRIUMPHANT, 3 


WIAT this victory i is, what adyantages i 
attend it, and how to attain it, I ſhall at- 
tempt, in what follows, to point out; and 
laſtly, ſhall exhort mankind to be zealous i in 
obtaining this conqueſt; to be zealous j in their 
own cauſe, a cauſe of ſo great conſequence; 
a cauſe by which they muſt ſtand or fall ; 


at.the laſt and for ever, For, the caſe 3 is, 
if we don? t conquer the world, the world 
will conquer us, and by that ſervility we 
ſhall become very unfit, very unqualified. for - 
the kingdom of glory. 


IT RIS victory over the world then, is 3 


nobleneſs of mind raiſed much above both 
the pomp and the pleaſures of it. A mind 
that! is great enough to be contented with ſew 
of its enjoyments; none indeed will it eagerly 
purſue, or vehemently deſire, but what is 
| purely requilite for the decent ſupport of hu- 
man nature; a mind that will not ſink or 
deſpond under adverſity, nor will be too 
clate, too much puffed up in proſperity; 
for in the one condition it hopes for better, 
and in the other, is far from being certain 
3 that a worſe may not ſucceed; a mind that has 5 
= ſomething i in its view much above any worldly 1 


„„ 


4 SERMON I. 
conſideration, and this will keep it ſteady, 
fix'd and unſhaken, let outward circum- 
ſtanes bear what aſpect they will. One en- 
dowed with ſuch a mind as this, ſuch a juſtly 
elevate way of thinking, will bid defiance to | 
all the frowns and diſtreſſes of the world, 
and will ſtand proof againſt all its temptati- 
ons and allurements, be they ever ſo engaging 
: to weak minds. The world to ſuch an one is no 
morethanalong journey, which he endeavours; 
(and thus much is both lawful and laudable), 
to make as commodious as he can; and even 
this he makes up with patience and content- 
ment, rather than by enjoyment. He thinks 
it well upon the whole, if he may reaſon- 
ably hope, that, after paſſing through many 
difficulties, he may make an happy conclu- 
| fion, One of ſuch a temper as this will not 
expect that outward circumſtances ſhould be 
always brought to his mind, but he will be 
always ready to ſuit his mind to his circum 
ſtances. He will be ready to acquieſce in all 
conditions of life; he will reſt ſatisfied un- 
der every diſpenſation of providence, and 
5 will * with 0M Job, if ſuch his condition 
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Farrn TRIUMPHANT. 5 


be, What, ſhall we receive good at the hands 
of Gon, and Hall we not receive evil? 
AGAIN, a man of this happy temper of 
mind will anticipate experience itſelf; will 
know before-hand, what others muſt wait, 
for long and ſometimes woful experience to 
teach them. He wiſely and prudently ob- 
ſerves, that thoſe things which men are moſt 
eager in the purſuit of, are not worth the 
Pains uſually taken in the acquirement. 
PLEASURES, pride, oftentation and ſhew, 
the delight, the too fond delight of youth, 
which captivate the heart, and engroſs the 
affection of the young and gay, and in which 
they place their ſole, their chief good; all 
theſe vaniſh as age comes on, the reliſh for 
theſe things is then quite loſt, they are look d 
upon, at this period, as meer childiſh toys, 
beneath the dignity of human reaſon to think 
"—_ much leſs to pare. ” 
FTuxsE juvenile inclinations are cloſely 
| follow d in the middle period of life, by am- 
3 bition; a deſire of growing into conſequence, 
as we grow in years, by the acquiſition of 
wealth and power; a vehement thirſt of be- 5 
15 coming ane, by the attainment of 


6 SERMON. I. 
high places and preferments. We muſt then 
| grow eminent by the poſſeſſion of honours 
and titles, merely to fatisfy ambitious views, 
without any other end in our intention. Theſe 
are generally the reigning paſſions, the foibles 
and follics ofthe middle age of man. But when 
old age comes on, when the hoary hair ap- 
pears, theſe former purſuits, how vain, 
bow deſpicable will they be to the fage and 

to the wiſe! then we ſhall regret with ſor- 

row, that we had ſpent the prime, the beſt 
part of our days, in the purſuit of a ſhadoyy, 
without once laying hold on the ſubſtance; 
that we had ſpent our youth in vanity, and 
our middle age, the moſt uſeful and rational 
part of life, in ſuch a ſcene of folly, as caus'd 
us a great deal of anxiety and- trouble, but 
no real ſatifaction upon the whole. 

Bur alas! what now ſucceeds? Moſt com- : 
2 extreme avarice. And this at a time 
when one might really think, after ſo long 
experience of folly and vanity, we ſhould be 
wiſer, and better; wiſer than to fall in love | 
with what we muſt ſo ſoon leave; better, 
and more charitable than to lock up thoſe 
thing: from others who au want them, 
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FAITH TRIUVMPHANT, | 7 
and probably would apply the hidden talent 
to advantageous and good purpoſes; when, at 
the fame time we ourſelves have abundantly 
hort than we want or can make uſe of. 

A Mt therefore that is form'd for gain - 
ing a conqueſt over the world, will foreſee 
the vanity, the folly, and the Sinfulneſs, of 
theſe things; will endeavour to improve every 

natural inclination into a virtuous principle, 
and will regulate the reigning diſpoſition of 
every ſtage of life by the rules of reaſon and 
religion. A man of this happy turn of mind 
will look upon theſe preſſing impulſes of hu- 
man nature, as indeed they are, the Springs 
only, but not the regulators, of action; and 
therefore will keep them under ſtrick 80 
verment. He will turn ambition into a 
laudable deſire of making himſelf more able 
to be of ſervice to mankind; and will con- 
vince the world that his efforts of becoming 
great, and raiſing Himſelf into diftinAtion, 
were purely for the ſake of enlarging his ca- 
pacity of doing more good, and of becoming 
more unlverſally benefieent to his fellow crea - 
| Hiifes. The pleaſures of youth he will keep 
under proper reſtrictions, and within honeſt 
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8 SERMON I. 


. which by that means will anſwer 


the intention of nature, and therefore are 


allowable; — will turn the pomp and 
ſhow of the gay part, which proceed only 
from a deſire of pleaſing and excelling, into 


an emulation of acquiring real good accom- 
pliſhments; of i improving his underſtanding, 
and of attaining all the good and agreeable | 
qualities, excellent in themſelves, and juſtly 


approvable by others. This will gain him true 


and laſting applauſe, and will advance him 
to a true point of eminence, He will, by 


all means, have a juſt regard to outward de- 


cency in every reſpect, which is doubtleſs 
very commendable; but then he will wiſely $ 


recollect, that a gay, well decorated out- ſide, 
without any finiſhing or furniture within, 


| ſerves only to be look'd at for a little I 
but is of no real worth. 


 FarTHER, the unhappy avaritious tem- 


. per of old age, he will change into better 
deſires; into deſires of better things, of treaſures 


of a much more excellent nature; and where 


his treaſures are, there will his heart be alſo. 
He wil now gravely conſider, that h e is up- = 
on the verge of another ſtate of being; and, 


Farrn TRIUMHAN T. 9 
tho! tis to be hoped, the preparatory work is 
not now to be begun, for this ſhould be the 
work of an whole life; yet he will certainly 
think this to be the time when it. muſt be 


finiſhed and complcated. The celeſtial flame 


will at this period naturally burn bright, and 
if not extinguiſh'd by avarice, will light us 


on our way till we enter into that within 
the veil. To ſee old age regardleſs of its ap- 
proaching change, is really melancholy; and 
is no other than ſeeing the blind upon the 
brink of a precipice, over which he muſt in- 

| evitably fall and meet with his deſtruction, if Zh 


| he advance but one ſtep farther. 


Tunis then is the victory over the nt 15 
= This is the diſpoſition of mind requiſite to at- 
tiain ſuch a great and noble conqueſt; a diſ- 


poſition that may be for med by every one up- 
on very little reflection; and will be abundant- 


h recompenſed by the many advantages that 
attend it; which 1 -hall now in the ſecond 


ow ſpeak. to. 


WIIIn an PP to ads life. The e 
man that has gained this victory will be free 
from many inconveniencies: Diſappoint- 

= ments wall not Peper him, as he knows he 
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10 SERMON 1. 


muſt expect t them. Thoſe mortifications that 
ſo frequently happen to the proud and the 


vain, to their no fmall diſcompoſure, he is ſe- 
ere from, as he is neither proud nor vain 
himſelf, As he purſues nothing with too 
much warmth and eagerneſs, ſo he purſues 
every thing that is laudable with a becoming 
zeal, and 
is to be and virtuous, and therefore tis 
I impoſli ble for him to be diſappointed in his 
views; for tis in every one's power to be- 
come ſo if he pleaſe. In this caſe, there is no 


1 =O 


rm ſteadineſs, His ambition 


need to eradicate all the haman pafſſions, to 


. deprive mankind of all enjoyment (as the 
Stoicts taught) for the human paffions muſt 
be preſerved in being, as the ſources of hu- 
man action; and as to enjoyment, the man 
that has his paffions under the governinent 
of his reaſon, and reſtrains them by the 
ſtrict rules of religion and duty, has the 
true and moſt refined pleafure of life. For 
his pleaſures being innocent, lawful and tem- 
pPerate, are never attended either with pains 
of body, or remorſe of mind; whereas all 
intemperate and unlawful delights © are nb! 
N macs with both. 5 
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FAITH TRIUMPHANT, 11 
Ax more than this, a man that has gotten 
this victory over the world, will keep him- 
ſelf unſpotted from the world. He will not 
wound and pollute his conſcience by doing 
an ill thing, to obtain all the pleaſures, all 
the wealth, all the pomp, and even all the 
power of it in one ſum, He well knows that 
all theſe together are not half ſo valuable as a 
conſcience ſpotleſs and void of offence; and 
therefore in that alone he fixes the repoſitory 
of his joy and happineſs. In a word, he is 
free, as much as may be, from all violent 
_ perturbation of mind; he is always eaſy, calm 
and ſedate;—he is free from the ſatiety of 
the voluptuous, the inſignificancy of the proud 
and vain; from the perplexity and anxiety 
that daily and hourly attend the ambitious; 
and, laſtly, from the ſelfiſh, engroſſing, nar- 
row temper of the covetous and avaritious. 
Bur above all, a man who can gain this 
A will be at leiſure to attend to con- 
cerns of a much more weighty, and exalted 
nature; to concerns of much greater and 
more laſting advantage to himſelf; — the 
things relating to his immortal ſoul. This 
man, even in his youth, for we muſt begin 
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| there if we intend to come to any perfection, 
will lay the foundation of virtue in an early 
piety, and a ſenſe of religion. In his riper 
and more advanced age, he will be able to 
bring into full growth the ſeed he had al- 
ready ſown; which will at this Time, by 
the help of good culture and ſome pains, bring 
forth fruit, ſome an hundred, ſome twenty, and . 
 Jome thirty fold. His old age thus well 3 impro- 
ved, will be tranquil and ſerene; he has no- 
thing to do but to take in his harveſt, to ga- 
ther into his barns thie fruit of his former la- 
bours; — to enjoy that ſatisfaction which a 
well ſpent life, a ſeries of good and virtuous 
actions, will inevitably afford him; and from 
hence, conſiſtent with his belief as a Chri- 
ſtian, to entertain a moſt comfortable, a moſt 
_ joyful hope of an Happy OR, when his 
. change comes. 8 
bs ar method of obtaining this 8 5 
0 conqueſt, this extenſive victory, which is: 
attended with ſo many advantages, ſo much 
caſe and happineſs, remains to be confider*d«- 
4 s man is the principal actor upon this 
Wai theatre of the world, and as he ſuſ- 
tains the chief character in it, ſo if. de 
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FAITH TRIUMPHANT. T7 


could but ger the victory over himſelf, and 
conduct his own perſon juſtly and conſiſtent 
with his character in the firſt place; could 
he regulate his paſſions conſonant to the 
rules of religion and reaſon; in ſhort, could = 
he correct his judgment, and reſtrain his will, 
the other conqueſt would be mucheaſier, much 
more practicable. The matter is; the things of: 
this world, tho really valuable in their kind; 
for it muſt be preſum'd tharGop hath done no 
one thing in vain; yet they are ſeldom look'd 
upon, and judged of, in their intrinfic value. 
They ate enhanced as to their worth, by the 
imagination; and hence it is that mankind grow 
over fond of them, dote on them, and purſue 


thoſe things with too much eagerneſs and af. 


fection. To gain this conqueſt therefore, we are 
not to diſeſteem the things of this world, but 
rather eſteem them for what they are really 
worth, and no more. And upon ſuch an eſti- 
mation, every thing about us would contribute 


ts. our real happineſs. To give an inſtance in 


few things out of the many, that are too apt 
to captivate the affectionsof mankind zto bring 
the reaſon, the underſtanding, and: all the ca- 
Fug) os RNS o_ 


F 


92 — — ——ꝛůů +, 5 Tut e — IO AA IDPER 


need. .. A. 


0 8 8 * * : : * ; Wy x * —_ a 
3 rr DPD 


14 8 E R M ON I. 


ſuit. Wealth, which is a thing very uſeful in 
its kind, very ſerviceable in procuring both 


the neceſſaries and conveniences of life, and 
which may be adapted to many pur- 
poſes, both pious and charitable; yet even 
this, as defirable as it may be, we muſt look 
upon, and purſue, under a proper eſtimation 
and reſtriction ; otherwiſe the defire and even 
the acquiſition of it, will make us unhappy and 
wretched. For the caſe. is; if we look uponany 
object as having a real good in it, which it has 
not, and ſeek it as ſuch; or ſhould our ex- 
pectations run high, beyond the proportion 
they ſhould always bear to the object in our 
view, we ſhall be ſure of meeting diſappoint- 
ments, which are naturally attended with wall 
eaſineſs and ſhame, q 


Ex dv¹RE we then, into the intrinſic 


| and real value of wealth. The value of it, 
with regard to every individual, is of no 
more than the amount of what is requiſite 
for his neceſſary uſe and ſupport; with re- 
gard to a family, it will be no more valu- 
able than the amount of what is applied to. 


their uſe, and decent maintenance; and with 


regard to poſterity, the ſame. For 1 reckon | 
wealth, made uſe of to ſerve the ends of in⸗ 


e | 


FAITH TRIUMPHANT, I5 
temperance and exceſs of any kind, to be 
made a very bad uſe of; deſtructive to the 
owner, and of ill confequence to the publick, 
therefore better would it be for ſome not to 

be poſſeſſed of a ſuperfluous maſs of riches, 
which they, by their miſapplication, make. 
the cauſe of their own undoing. 
Veo this eſtimation and proper aid of - 
: wealth, every good man will uſe his honeſt 
induſtry in acquiring what is neceflary, and 
even what is decent in the ſtation of life he 
is in, with a due truſt in the divine provi- 
dence, which he is certain will not fail him, 
for ſucceſs; — but without the anxiety and 
per plexity of thoſe, whoſe defires are with- 
out bounds, whoſe chief good is their wealth, 
and whoſe chief evil is the loſs of it. he 
| Now the difference between theſe men, 
| who are fo diſtin in their way of thinking, 5 
| (happy indeed for one fide, but not fo for 
the other) is this. The latter are too much 


attach'd to riches, becauſe they look upon 9 5 


| theth as their chiefeſt good; they are un- 

. eaſy in the purſuit, violently diſappointed © 
when they miſs of the end propos'd, and 
when they have gotten what they ſo earnelf- 
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16 SERMON I. 
ly coveted, generally ſpeaking, and to make 


themſelves compleatly miſerable, they either 


have not the heart to enjoy their poſſeſſions, | 
or elſe they make uſe of what they have ac- 


quir d, may be, by fraud or violence, to their 

own ruin. The others, who are of better 8 
| diſpoſitions, uſe all honeſt endeayours i In ac- . 
quiring as many of the good things of this 


world, as will be neceſſary and convenient for 
themſelves and family; leave the ſucceſs to 


 Gop. and his good providence; ;—enjoy them 


with moderation and thankfulneſs; and if 


riches ſhould, by the bleſſing of Gop, increaſe, 
they, according to ſcripture rule, ſet not their 

hearts upon them, but employ them to good 
and uſeful purpoſes; and ſo far they have 


gotten the victory over the world. 
Tus much might be faid of the ambiti- 


ous. Their deſires are unbounded. They 
pant after power, honours, titles, and ſhew, 
They ſet a falſe value upon theſe things. 


They purſue them not as ſubſervient to other 


goods, but as having an intrinſic good in 

themſelves, which upon experience they” a 
find they have not. They think themſelves | 
miſerable if they can't attain their wiſhes, and 
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when in poſſeſſion of their darlings, having 
ſolicited for theſe things with falſe views, 

and under a falſe eſtimation, they too com- 
5 monly make as bad uſe of the advantages 
they have gained; either to gratify a tyranni- 

cal temper,—to ſatisfy an intolerable pride, 
or probably to execute the vile purpoſes of a 

| debauch' d inclination, | And if this be the 
caſe, in the midſt of their power they are 
the greateſt flaves; tho? ſurrounded with ho- 
nours they become contemptible; Are of real T 
? ſervice neither to themſelves nor others. | 
Tuxsx, and ſuch like confiderations 1 may 
indeed be uſeful towards getting the victory 
over the world; but the moſt ſure and effec- | 
tive method is, that which is taught 1 us in 
my text, and that i: is our faith. The chriſtian 
Faith opens to our view ſach noble proſpects : 
of future and real good, which though at 
a diſtance from us, yet fo far ſurpaſſeth e- 
very thing! here, in the judgment of all wiſe 
men, that the greateſt excellency i in the na- 
: tural, is nothing in the balance with the leaſt 


in the ſpiritual \ world; and which we are 


1 taught os 24 and «A faith an to hops 
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for, and expect hereafter, The moſt ſolid, 
the moſt reaſonable, and the moſt juftifiable i 


enjoyments here, are but of ſhort continuance 
at longeſt; and therefore the thoughts of this 
termination of our joys muſt put a damp up- 


on them beyond expreſſion. But, 1 in the 
: world we look for in futurity,, our Joys will ; 
never be ended, and therefore no dread, no 
apprebenſions Till ariſe, of parting with 
what makes us happy beyond meaſure, This 
then adds a conſtant hope, nay a certainty, 
to a preſent bliſs; which muſt enhance it in- 
5 valuably. Upon this footing who would 
grudge to be ſparing of the vaniſhing de- 
5 lights of the preſent lite, if by t this means we : 
| ſhould keepa, more ſteady Eye i upon the never 
failing, and true happineſs of the other? | 
55 Who. would not deny himſelf, were it re- 
quiſite, which yet i it is not, only i in a limited 5 
ſenſe, all the enjoyments of this world, up- 
on ſuch. advantageous terms with regard to 
What! is to come! This certainly is our faith 


and our hope. We all look for better things 
to come, without any difparagement to things 

preſent. For tho' every ſtate that Gop has 
been Pw” to prom. for us muſt be the 
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beſt and fitteſt, and were it not for our own 


faults we might make ourſelves happy inpro- 


portion to the circumſtances of our being, 
which is ſufficient. for the preſent, and cuts 


off all matters of complaint; yet in the 


goſpel we are informed to our great com- 


Fort, that this mortal ſhall one day put on 
immortality 1 that our nature ſhall be re- 85 
4 fin d; that we ſhall make nearer approaches : 


to Goo, who made us; and confequently 


upon this advance towards perfection, we 


ſhall be capable of enjoying higher and more 


perfect degrees of happineſs. And if the 


ſtate of affairs be thus, as we are aſſured it is, 


this will make us eaſy 1 under whatever circum- 


ſtances may happen t. to us in our way to ſuch 
a glorious view;—we ſhall be quite content 


under all the diſpenſations of divine provi- 


dence; ſhall be thankful for every bleſſing 


beſtow d upon us, make a good ule of every 


a thing we poſſeſs; ; but, we ſhall (ct the high 


price and value upon what the Almighty r re. 


ſerves for our hereafter enjoyment. Our 
oy hearts will there be fixt where we expect the 
: completion of our Joys, and where we are 
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ſure and ſee plainly by the eye of faith, that 
our expRations will not fail us. This with- 


out doubt 7s the true victory that overcometh 
the world, even our fai th, For whilſt We. 


"have an eye to the ghry ſet before us, —whilſt 
we haveregard to the promiſes of Gop thro! 
Chrift;—whilſt we look forward into the re- 
compes ſe of reward; ;—as long as we know 
and are perſwaded that there i is an everlaſting 
inheritance laid up for us in heaven; under 


theſe perſuaſions nothing here upon this 


globe of earth, will greatly effect us, which 
is indeed our victory ;—nothing will be able 
to tempt us to relinquiſh the leaſt point of 5 

title to theſe immenſe advantages, which are 


above, and much more than has ever entered 


into the heart of man to coucei ve; and which - 


our faith teaches us to hope for. Tis a king- 
dom, tis a Crown that fadeth not away, an 


eternal crown of glory that we ſeek for thro 
faith, and therefore nothing ſurely can attract 
our eyes, and draw off, our affection 8, fo far 
as to make us loſe ſight of, or become a- 
: liens; in our hearts to theſe immortal glories, 
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Ax if this be the victory that overcometh 
the world even our faith, as moſt certainly 
it is, let us for our own fakes, for we our- 
ſelves ſhall reap the fruits of our Labour; 
let us for the love of Chriſt who bought us: 
for he loveth thoſe whom he hath purchaſed 
with the price of his blood ; and finally for 
the glory of Go who teweth mercy, hold 
faſt our faith, which gives us ſuch proſpects, 
ſuch living hopes, with all fledfa aſineſs, with- 
Ot WAVEIING, and unto the end, 
Leer us; if we regard our happineſs and 
welfare even here; which I believe all do 
only they too often unhappily miſtake the ob- 
ject of it, to their great prejudice; if we re- 
gard the peace, tranquility, and ſerenity of 
our own minds; than which nothing is more 
eligible and delightful; if we regard the peace 
and quietneſs of our conſience, and wiſh to 
have ſuch a one as will be void of offence 
_ bath towards. God, and towards man; and 
above all, if we regard the joys that are ſet 
before us, or ever hope to enter into be Joy 
of our Lord who has took ſo much pains, | 
undergone ſo much labour on our behalf; let 7 
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us thro faith obtain this glorious victory o- 
ver the world here, and this thro' the ſame 
faith, will obtain for us a glorious, and cter- 
nal ; kingdom hereafter; where we ſhall be 
made heirs of God and coheirs with Chriſt, in 
the happy manſions of che bleſſed. . 


Ne to Gon th Father, xc. 
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Nie in che Lord ahwny; ; and again, 1 2 
rejbice. 


* ENNHE agreeable duty | enjoined us in 
1 x 1 "or the text, is what really ariſes from 
AA the principles of the chriſtian faith, 
and the practice of chriſtian precepts. "What 
we have in our view as chriſtians, the glory 
that is fet beſore us, is certainly 2 ſufficient 
cauſe of our rejoicing; the hope we have of 
obtaining the promiſe, and the certainty we 
have that Gop is both able and willing to 
fulfil every thing that! he hath ſpoken, is re- 
ally matter of ſo great comfort, that no cir- 
cumſtances, even the ſeverer ones of perſe- | 
cution, apguith and e can, if we go 


24 SERMON IL 
contltent with our r principles, deprive us of 
our joy. 5 | 
TIT is infinitely good and gracious of the 
Almighty, to make our duty and advantage 
coincide; to affix rewards to our obedience, 
which he might, if he had ſo pleas'd, as fu- 
preme goverrior of theworld, and author of all 
things, have exacted from us, even at our pe- 
ril, and without any favourable conſideration 
at all. This diſpoſition of things, 1 fay, is 
wonderfuly kind, a bleſſing that ought to be 
acknowledg d with thanks and gratefulneſs. 
Ay can man be thought mercenary in 
having an eye to this recompenſe of rewardꝰ 
Tis what Gop himſelf has been Pleaſed to 
propoſe, as aids to human virtue, and why 
oould any man's eye be evil, becaufe his maſter” . 
is good. Virtue and religion are in themſelves 
intrinſically good, and is it any ſtrange thing 
that good ſhould attend them at all times, = 
and at all periods? and though it ſhould be 
granted, which is rather too refined a notion, 
at leaſt in our preſent ſtate of being, that a 
h good man would purſue virtue for virtue's 
fake, as his firſt motive; yet he has no need, 
when this | is Songs of laying aſide the good 


THE joy of THE RIGHTEOUSs. 2% 
that will acrew nnto himſelf, as the reſult 
of ſuch virtuous practices. The caſe is; Gop 
hath throught fit, out of pure goodneſs to- 
wards mankind, to conſtitute things in ſuch a 
manner, that every thing upon the event will 
turn out in favour of thoſe, who act conſiſt- 
ent W ith the laws and intentions of their ma- 
| ker er, which muſt of themſelves be good, and | 
therefore muſt be productive e of good to choſe 
Who obey them. VII rtue, in ſome mcaſure, 
is her own reward, even here; and always 
carries with her, were things to go on in 
their natural and regular courſe, ample wages 

of complacency and ſatisfaction for her vo- 

tarics, True and ſincere religion is tull. 
1 freighted wärn hope, joy, and peace. It gives 
us that peace, which all the world beſides 
cannot give, It procures us a conſcience 
void of offence towards Gob, and conſe- 
quently towards man; for the love of Gop 
will always ſhew it ſelf in a love of our 
neighbour, And if religion and virtue are 
thus happily attended here, where they are 


_ often diſtreſſed by an oppoſition of vice and 


1 impiety, much more will their joy increaſe 
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hereafter where their courſe will be free, re- 
gular, and withoutthe leaſt interuption. This 
therefore is the life and immortality, which 
men only gueſſed at in former times, but is 
now brought into clear light by the goſpel 
of the bleſſed Jeſus. It is plain then and a 
comfortable truth it is, that if we ferve Go 
here, upon the principles of faith, and duty, 
our reward will be great hereafter. and that 
there will be an eminent diſtinction made be- 
tween thoſe who love and fear Gor, who. 
walk in his ways, obey his laws in all things, 
and thoſe who love him not. And I think 
it to be an unſerviceable attempt to endea- 
vour to ſeperate thoſe motives to religion and 
virtue or even to advance one above the o- 
ther, which ought to be united, and which 
even when collected in a body are not ſuſi- 
_ cient to influence the perverſe inclinations of 
ſome men. The amiableneſs of virtue, the 
beauty of holineſs, the love of Gop, and con- 
ſequently the love of every thing that is 
good; the ſubmiſſion due to the divine laws; 
— the rewards of an happy eternity, that 
perfection of our nature which Gon thro- 
Chriſt has promiſed to our faith and obedi- 
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ence, ſhould be all unitedly preſſed upon 
mankind, as principles tending to the ſame 

end, in order to perſuade them to a ite: idy ad- 

| herence to religion and virtue. 
GREAT reaſon. have we then to rejoice, 
and to be excceding glad in this conſideration 
that virtuous actions, honeſt dealings; ho: 


nourable intentions; upright practices; in 


ſhort, that a rectitude in characters a nd mo- 


rals, tho' ſeldom rewarded by men, except 
only in a ſhort liv'd applauſe, are, notwith- 


ſtanding al! human diſcourage ments, attende d 
with ſuch a ſecret pleaſure in ones own bo- 


ſom; ;-—ſuch a chearful tranquility of raind, 
--ſuch an unſpeakable ſatisſaction ariſing from 


a conſciouſneſs of having acted cobfifent 
with the original conſtitution of things, and 
the real deſign of Gor in the formation of 


man, as will be an over balance to any other 


advantage whatſoever, whether profit, plea- 
ſures, or greatneſs, that may ſtrongly ſolicite 
us in the disfavour of virtue and goodneſs. 
What heart is there, What honeſt heart, that 


will not rejoice, and feel a moſt grateful plea- 
ſure even at the relation of a good action, 
tho he himſelf might not be the happy ! man 
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who did it; or might not have the leaſt ſhare 
in promoting ſuch a good, for want probably 
of ability or opportunity, but not for want of 
bis general good withes to all. Read only 
good character in hiſtory, the character of a 
man who has always and without deviation 
acted upon the principles of ſtrict Virtve, and 
inflexible integrity, tho' at the loſs of many 
favours he might otherwiſe have expected, 
and obtain'd from a corrupt world read 
the characters of men who have ſtudied, and 
even ftrove a ainſt all contradictions to do 
good in their generation; who have removed | 
public calamities, by ſtanding in the gap a- 
gainſt public opprefſions of the moſt deſtruc- _ 
tive N and moſt intereſting na- 
ture; ho facrificed their lives in the cauſc 
of 58 truths we to this day profeſs, and 
gladly enjoy; and hope to continue the in- 
eſtimable bleſſings accrewing from them - 
of men who have generouſly endeavour'd to 
relieve thoſe calamities and Diſtreſſes, that 
it 1s impolible wholly to remove, being in- 
terwoven in the very conſtitution of our na- 
ture for wiſe and providential ends; read 
theſe amiable, theſe revered characters, be 


they at ever ſo great a diſtance from you, and 
forbear to intereſt yourſelves in their favour, 
to with yourſelves in their places, who tho” 
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now dead, yet whoſe virtue, piety, and love 
to mankind, flowing from a divine fountain 
the love of Gop, are till ſurviving, and now . 
ſpeak, and ever will ſpeak to their praiſe and : 
honour, Upon this, let any heart that is not 
corrupt beyond all meaſure, forbear to glow 
with a pleaſi ing, influencing heat, which will 
kindle in it an ardent deſire of imitating ſuch | 
noble, ſuch excellent patterns. And if we are 
o delighted, ſo agreeably affected, u pon a 
vicw of the virtues of others „what tr 8 
of | joy, what unſpeakable pleaſures muſt ariſe 
in our boſoms, when we happily find, and 
cuitivate ſuch good diſpoſitions in our ⁹¹rl 
hearts Ina word, would people be perſu aded 
to follow theſe paths of virtue; would they 
endeavaur to acquire the name of good, ra- 
ther than great; would they be honeſt at all 
times, which every one may if he ple caſe; . 
would people be wad affeFioned, as the holy 


word commands us, one towards another ; 
would they be charitable, generous, courteous 
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and humane, they would greatly find theilt 
account in theſc things. 
Tux honeſt man, without fraud or guile 
in his dealings, would get more u pon the 
whole, than if he were to turn cheat, and im- 
_ pole upon mankind; and what is {till of more 
conſequence, he would feel no bitter remorſe, 
he would have no poignant and ſorrowful 
reflections to diſturb his peace, when he is 
retired from the world and bis gain, The 
Charitable would find every mor{e! 1 ſweet up- 
on reflection that he has, and fill Matisfying 
the cravings of others, and ſupplying the em- 
pty ſoul; for the very ſum, the chief of hap- 
pineſs lies in the communication of it to a- 
thers. Conſider that to deal your bread to 
the hungry, to relieve thoſe who are ready 
to perith, is in ſhort no other than relieving 
yourſelves, only in another perſon ; for we 
are all of the fame human nature, and therc 
is a ſympathy, a feeling in human nature 
which will make one man feel for another, 
if he be not degenerate below a brute. 
Tur generous man will find a pleaſure in 
every kind and generous action - more, much 
more than even the miſer does, when he takes 
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4 view of his uſeleſs hoard; and is free from 
that anxiety of thought, which the latter lies 
under perpetually, for fear his riches ſhould 
make themſelves wings, as they often do, and 
flee away; but the good actions d dane by 
their means will ever remain, and caſt a 
luſtre upon the well diſpoſed author of good 
deeds. The courteous and the humane, by 
2 gentle kind behaviour, highly pleaſing and 
engaging to others, would moſt of all pleaſe” 
himſelf. for all happinets is reciproc cal, and 
you cannot contribute towards making any 
one happy and eaſy, but a great part of that 
caſe and happineſs, will, by a kind of retor- 
tion, come to your own ſhare. And indeed 
well would it be for us were humanity a 
little, nay, not a little more the ſtudy, and 
Practice of mankind. For if it were, it 
would greatly, and happily y pr event all ſcan- 
dalous detraction of others; all invidious re- 
flections; all ſſte inſinuations, the worlt of 
invectives; in ſhort, every circumſtance in : 
life that might have the leaſt tendency to- 

wards injuring the characters of others; every 

| kind of behaviour that might render another 
| perſon contemptible or ridiculous, or give him 
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the leaſt uneaſineſs or diſguſt. Tis cruel to 
enhance and heighten the ill conduct of o- 


thers, where it is really ſo; and in the kind 


office of ſcaſonable Reproof, humanity wil} 
ſhew an cxtreem tenderneſs; will rather 


point out at a diſtance, the faults of others 


with ſome allowance for human weakneſs, 
than inſolently upbraid them; and in giving 


counſel for improvement, for abetter regulation 


of life and manners for the future 3 an humane 


man will rather inſinuate, than dictate his ad- 
vice. This kind and tender way of acting 
would have a very good effect amongſt man- 


kind. We ſhould, by this agrecable method 


Work a greater reformation, than by ſeverity 
and ſuperciliouſneſs; and we ſhould by our 
example of an humane behaviour towards 


them, teach them humanity, and courticuſ- 


neſs towards others. And were this the caſe, 


which ſhould be the caſe, men would be bet- 
ter, wiſer, and happier than what they are. 


| In theſe things therefore we have cauſe to 


rejoyce, i. e. in every kind of virtue, in all 
| humane actions, and behaviour ; in all bene- 


 heent Practices; for if theſe things we do 


oo 6% * S a n. K. eee ce 2 ir + wat * I a 5 <4” & 83 > 8 


run Joy of rut RIciTtous. 33 
and follow, ve ſhall find it highly profitable 
to men, to ourſelves as well as others. 

Bor Rill as chriſtians our joy is not fulfill 4 
here. A chriſtian not only rejoyceth ! in do- 
ing good in his generation, but knows and is 
aflured that his good deeds will follow him; 
rejoyceth greatly in the promiſe of his Lok p, 
in the comfortable hopes of one day receiv- 
ing that rewa ard, which Gor thro! our Dlets- 
ed Redeemer, will mo! { certainly g glve him ! in 
and ther ſtate Of being. . : 

Ax, indecd, by the goodne ſs of Go 
thewn us here; our duts y and advantage go- 
ing inſeparably together, there being a ſecret 
pleaſure, an unſpcakable latisfaction attending | 
the practice of every virtue, we may be na- 
t turally led to think that Gop's goodneſs will 
not be leſs towards us, nor will he arm be 
ſhorten'd, in that place which is allotted for us 
hereafter; if we make ourſclves proper ob- 
jects of bis favour and mercy. Things ſeem _ 
to be o calculated, as of themſelves to hint to 

us thus much. Virtue, religion and good- 

| neſs ſeem naturally to tend to perfection, and 

1 conſequcutly to an happy immortality. On 

; the contrary, vice, religion, prophaneſs and 
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14 SERMON II. 
fin, viſibly and plainly tend to imperfection 
and Deſtruction. No doubt then, but God, 


who is the fame yeſterday, to day and for ever, 


will always act conſiſtent with his original 
goodneſs in the formation of man; and as he 
was pleas' d, of his abundant benevolence, to 
create man at firſt for the enjoyment of happt- 
neſs, and conſtituted things to that very end, 
ſo may we of a certainty preſume, that the 
fame Gor will continue mankind in a ſtate 
of happineſs, whatever removes they 5 
make; if it be not the man's own fault, 
ſetting alide fuch gracious offers of dune 
favour. 
Ac Alx, vice and en, prophaneſs and irre- 
ligion, deprave the mind, debaſe its character, 
fink it to ſuch alowneſs, ſuch a meaneſs ofcon- 
dition, bring it to ſuch a ſtate of diſtraction, 
perplexity, diſtreſs and deſpair; put the ſoul 
on the rack, and give it ſuch uncaſineſs, that 
it is impoſible, thoſe men who have led their 
lives here in ſuch an unhappy frame and 
temper, ever can, or ever will be capable 
of enjoying happineſs and ſerenity in any ſtate 
| hereafter; tho” they ſhould be ſeated in the 
midſt oſ joy and tranquility. For the matter 
is, and muſt be this; were theſe vile, and - 
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profligate wretches, to be tranſmitted from 


world to world, till they ſhould arrive at the 
termination of a thouſand worlds, the conſci- 

ouſneſs of their evil deeds wonld till purſue 
them; the depravity of their fouls would ſtill 


go with them; they would feel a poignancy 


within, a ſting that goes thro'the very heart, 


a worm, always gnawing, yet, will not, can- 


not die. And where this is, I ans fure, there 


can be no proſpect of happineſs, nor even the 


| leaſt interval of eaſe, And 2 plain indication 
that their guilt will be their torment hereafter, 
and will follow them wherever they go, is, 

that it is their torment here; follows them 


very cloſely thro' the different changes f 


times and places; of buſineſs and diverſions; 


of mirth and jolity; and upon every retro- 
ſpect, lo! it is there. And pray what 1s this 


ture companions, a tortur'd and perple ved 
conſcience, a conſtant, invariable ſcene of 
ay and confuſion. = 
___ TazsE apprehenfions the very nature of a 
5 things point out, and ſuggeſt ; but the holy 
goſpel of the bleſſed Jeſus ſets thoſe things in 
a fair and moſt diſcernible light. Our joythere- 


re 


but a ſad earneſt, a direful preſage, of their fu- 
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fore if we look earneſtly into the joy of our Lord, 
of which our 5 upon earth ariſing from a 
conſciouſneſs of virtue and good actions is a 


forerunner, will be immenſe and everlaſting, 


And our expectation of that joy muſt, propor- 
tionably to the object, riſe high and fill our 


hearts w ith comfort and gladneſs | in the pro- 


ſpect. St. Paul very ceguntly deſcribes the 
happineſs of heaven; a deſcription that no- 
thing can excel but demonſtration itſelf, 

which we ſhall have in due time. Eve, faith he, 
hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath en- 


tered into the heart of man to concieve the good 


things, the joy and happineſs, which God hath 

prepared for them that love lim as their greateſt 
good, and conſequently love virtue and truth 
and purſue them. Were heaven laid open 


before us, we could not ſee its glory with 


mortal eyes; nor could we with mortal ears 
diſtinguiſh the tranſporting harmony of ſaints 
and angles, ſinging forth the praiſes of the 


great Jenovan, before his throne continu- 


ally, Nor can a carnal heart conceive the : 
inward ſerenity, the ineffable joy of thoſo 
happy beings, Who are admitted into that 


glorious habitation. No, theſe things are re- 
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ſerved for thoſe happy times, when this mor- 


tal ſhall put on immortality, —'till we are 
transform'd into the likeneſs of him, who 7s 


gone before us, to prepare the way. And 
then, we ſhall, our capacities being enlarged, 


our good diſpoſitions perfected, our appre- 


henſions made adequate to a celeſtial ſtate 
of being, arrive at the ſummit of our joy. 


WE rs now imperfect and corrupt; os” 


ſhall be then perfect and uncorrupt; we arc 
now ſtrugling With cont tradictions againſt vir 


tue and goodneſs; but then, we {hall meet 


with nothing to ſtop our courſe | in virtue and 
goodneſs; and ſhall, without the leaft inte 


AL 


ruption, enjoy the bliſsful tranquility YAY 5 


from thoſe heavenly principles and practices. 


We live now among a people, fome, Gon 
| knows, uncharitable and vile; ſome wicked 
and prophane; but then nothing will be ps : 


ſented to our view nor will any thing tak 
up our attention, put love and . 
righteouſneſs and adoration in the higheſt. 


Theſe offices by the very nature of them 

muſt be attended with the utmoſt delight and 

| happineſs. Seeing therefore, my brethren, 
that theſe are our joys, theſe our ex pectations | 
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upon the principles of the fe chriſtian 
faith, and the practice of chriſtian virtues, let 


us, without the leaſt heſitation, without che : 
leaſt wavering or doubt, hold faſt our chri- 


ſtian faith, and cloſely follow the chriſtian 

practice; and this if we do, will give us joy 
at the laſt and for ever. And Gop grant we 

may be mindful of theſe things. 


Now to Gon the Father, Cc. 
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Againſt Corrup! Communication. 


Ke SOS HCAI IHE een 
Ernst Axs iv. 29. 
Let no corrupt communication proceed out of _ 
pour meuth, but that which is good for the 
we of edifying, that it may mt miſter grace 
wnto the bearers. 


BK HE RE is tardly any © one, I ima- 
5 T 3 gins, but knows, at leaſt upon very 
. PPA little reflection, may quickly perceive | 
the ill conſequences, the bad and pernicious 
influences of an evil and corrupt communica- 
tion. By this means the infidel inculcates his 
infidelity and ungodly principles; ſtaggers the 
weak, and makes ready converts of the lewd 
and wicked, By this means the prophane 
and blaſphemous ſpread their horrid blaſphe- 


— re Bets, of be 


them. 
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my and prophanels, ſpeak contemptuoully of 
virtue and religion, not ſparing even Go» 
himſel?, and bring others whoare weak enough 
to take the infection, to venture upon the ſame 


dangerous practice. By this means alſo the 
impious bravado in oaths and unprecations, 


bidding defiance both to Gop and devil, not 
only corrupts the heedleſs and unwary, who 
are too apt to imitate bad examples, but cor- 
rupts, if I may uſe the expreſſion, the very 


air he breaths in. Thus the licentious, the 


the debauch'd, the covetuous, the cruel, the 
uncharitable, if not well guarded againſt, of 
cautiouſly avoided, will corrupt and defile the 


beſt of diſpoſitions and manners. In ſhort, 
a corrupt communication like the ſtreams 
of a foul ſpring, when once mix'd and in- 


cCorporated with the faireſt and molt tranſpa- 


rent waters, will inevitably vitiate and taint 


LET us therefore, in order to prevent the 


| ſpreading of fo great an evil, an evil fo very 
prejudicial to a chriſtian community , endea- 


vour to regulate our own communication to 


the uſe of edi/ 1:08, that We may miniſter grace 
uno the bearers; that we may, if poffible, 
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be a counterballance to thoſe vile workers 
and promoters of iniquity, who not content 
with their own corruption uſe all efforts of 
communicating it to others, and of making 
proſylites, both in principles and practice, by 
corrupt communication ; and let us do all 
we can to build up thoſe guards and fences 
of religion and virtue, which they ar are : io me 
induſtrious in pulling down. 
iſt Turx, and to effect this fo deſirable a 
good, let us follow the precept before us; and 
let no corrupt communication proceed out of 
our mouth. The word communication in 
| this place ſeems to be reſtrained and limited, 
and relates only to our diſcourſe. "Tis the 
tongue, that unruly member is indeed the chief 
inſtrument in this corruption, tho' the ſceds of 
it lie deeper, lie even in the very heart. And 
if we ſhall give account at the laſt day for e- 
very idle word, as we are well aſſur'd we hall, 
how much more obnoxious ſhall we be to 
the divine vengeance, ſhould we indulge our 
ſelves in a general laoſeneſs of converſation, 
And the Apoſtle in another place ſpeak- 
4 ing to the Uke purpoſe, —but Farmeation 
2 3 
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and all uncleaneſs, or covetouſneſs let it 


not be once named among you as becometb 2 nts: 
neither filthineſs, nor fooliſh talking nor jeſt- 
ing which are not conventent : but rather 
giving of thanks. We ſhould do well there- 
fore in thisreſpectto reſolve with holy David, 
and with him to ſay, ave will take heed to our 
_ ways, that we offend not with mr tongue. 


L ur us therefore 1 in every ſtation of life we 
are - converſant in, watch the door of 
our lips, that we never ſpeak any thing, 


which may even in its remoteſt tendency 
bring contempt upon religion; bring virtue 


into difgrace; bring modefly to be look'd : 


upon as an unfaſhionable, uncouth and awk- 


ward accompliſhment; make honeſty little 


eſteem'd and leſs practiſed. Tis very dan- 


gerous jeſting with theſe things, for they are 


all grave and ſerious topics; and will retort 
upon us to our great diſadvantage. Religion 
and virtue, 8 and modeſty, temperance . 
and chaſtity, are things of Gon s ownappoint= 
ment, enjoin'd to the obſervance of mankind 


for their good and welfare, and for his own 


glory. An attempt therefore upon theſe to 
1 . them into the leaſt diſcredit, is down 
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right depreciating the power, the wiſdom and 
the juſtice of Gop, aud for that reaſon can- 
not go unpuniſhed. To give but one ſingle - 
inſtance in the caſe. Should a maſter of a” 
family ſpeak with but indifferency, not to ſay 
prophanely, of the things of Gop and reli- 
gion; ſhould he ſpeak but ſlightly not to fay 
contemptuouſly of honeity and ſobriety, of 


; modeſty and ch zaflity, « or of any moral vir tue, 
it will inevitably follow that as he is cor nupt⸗ 
ing his own family, he is likewiſe as incvita- 
bly bringing ruin upon himſelf. For will not. 
his unguarded communication and diſcourſe | 
make them belicve that religion and the ſer- 
vice of Gop is no more than a mere profeſſi- 
on taken up only thro' prejudice of education, 
faſhion or advantage? will not this make them 
believe that virtus is no more than an empty 
name Without ſenſe, or at lcaſt without much 
ſignification? will not this conduct bring then 
ta think meanly of honeſty, and throw off all 
= modeſty, decency and even chattity too? and 
what pray will be the conſequence? tis eaſy | 
— gueſs; his family, his houſhold will grow | 
irreligious and prophane, diſobedient to Goo, 
aid conſequently to their maſter; They will | 
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grow wicked and vicious, and of courſe in- 
ſtead of doing him faithful ſervice, will make 
no ſcruple of doing him a real hurt and injury. 
They will grow diſhoneſt, and will think it 
no crime to make free with his moſt valua- 
ble effects, when they come opportunely in 
their way; will ſhare with him in his pre- 
perty.'They will grow wanton, looſe and lew'd, 
and the moſt darling objects of his delight, e- 
ven his own children, cven his own fleſh and 
blood, will follow their luſts and paſſions, 
will go after their own ways, and turn out to 
bis ſhame and infamy, as well as grief and 
torment, And laying afide what he muſt 
anſwer for hereafter, it muſt be a moſt bitter 
agravation of his ſorrow to reflect upon this 
_ unhappy circumſtance, that he himſelf by his 
own indiſcretion, and levity of behaviour, not 
to fay worſe, has been the cauſe of all the 
misfortunes } in his family. | | 
Ad Alx, when we go abroad in the world, 
whether we converſe with ſtrangers, friends, 
= relations or acquaintance, we ſhould take great 
care that we offend not with our tongue in 
this point; that no corrupt communication 
proceed out of our mouth. And here, that 
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ſuch may be more upon their guard, it may 


not be amifs to oblerve, tho' it is a thing ves. 
ry obvious, that the higher any man's ſtation 
is in life, the more wit and railery a man is 


maſter of, the more miſchief ha will be ca- 
pable of doing, if he give himſelf unbecoming 


1irs of levity, and looſeneſs in his tall; the 


one having more influence, the other more 


perſuaſion. And in this caſe it may and has 


often happen'd that cven little witticiſms 


upon ſincere religion and plain virtue, 


probably not deſign'd to inſtil any bad 


principles, have been turn'd into ſome ſort 


of arguments againſt it, and ſufficient, not un- 


likely, to ſatisfy the ill diſpoſed. The calc is, 


the paſſions of people gain ſo much upon them, 


and men are ſo very apt to go with their bias 
and propenſity, that they greedily imbibe any 


fair and ſpecious pretence that will give them 


a ſeeming licence ſor indulging their favourites. 


Weak minds and corrupt appetites ſoon catch 
the infection, and a corrupt communication 


in one, is too often unhappily improv'd into 
corrupt action i in another; and a wanton light 


behaviour, may prerngate a vranton and looſe 


ann, 
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By r here it may be ſaid, what are people 


allow'd no pleafantry in converſation? muſt 
mankind never relax their minds from ſeri- 


ous grave thoughts, and important matters? 
F es certainly they may, and it is very requi- 


ite they ſhou!d; for the mind of man is not 
capable of continual attention, eſpecially upon 
what is excellent and good; it muſt have re- 

courſe ſornetimes to what is amuſing, and of 


a merely indifferent nature; but then this muſt 
not be by fooliſh jeſting, which as the apoſtle 
fays, is not convenient; it muſt not be by any 


| thing, that may any way give offence to the 
chaſte or to the religious; nor by any matter 


that may have the leaſt tendency to the cor- 


ruption of morals. In this point we ſhould 
ſecure our own innocence firſt (for allowing 
ourſelves too great a liberty we may in time 


corrupt even our own ſouls) and, next to that, 


no ways endanger the innocence of others. 
Anal think it an inviolable maxim in all po- 
lite converſation, that no pleaſantry or jcſting 
be ever allow'd of at the expence of religion, 
or any one moral virtue; the one being too ſa- 
_ cred to be handl'd in any light manner, the 
other of too hazardous a conſequence to man- 
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Kind if it ſhould be onde generally corrupted ; 
and indeed prophanels and immodeſty are 
quite inconſiſtent with, and quite ungrateful 
to good company, much more ſo io chriſtian 
communication. To this may be added that 
ſuch fooliſh jeſtings upon the intereſting ſub- 
jects of religion and morals, are not only not 
convenient but alſo incongruous, and abfurd; 
It diſcovers a great and manifeit want of judg- 
ment to introduce thoſe topics as lubjects of 
wit and railery which are not ſo in themſcives, 
and a very barren invention not to be able to 
find out ſomething, as many things there are 
fitter for, and haties adapted to the occaſion; 
that our mirth may be innocent, temper'd if 
poſlible, with ſome wiſdom ;=-that it may not 
deſcover a bad heart in our ſelves, for from 
the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpcak- 
eth, nor create a bad one in the Learer. 
Upon the whole then of this head, let our 
communication, our converſation be in all 
things as it becometh chriſtians, and the holy 
golpel of Chriſt. Let nothing unchaſte, 
nothing unholy, nothing irrevend of Gop and 
religion, or in ſhort of any thing t1:t belongs 
to his holy worſhip creep into it, for if it does 
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dur communication will manifeſtly tend to 
the corruption of faith and morals. Let us 
in ſimplicity and godly fincerity, and not with 
fleihly wiſdom, have our converſation in this 
world. And to him that ordereth his con- 
veriation aright, in this, as in all other reſpects, 
-—to him, as we are aſſur d by holy David, 
80 will ſhew his ſalvation. : 
2% We ate charg'd by the ok not 
duly that 10 corrupt communication proceed 
cut of our mouth, but that we ſhould hold 
ſuch an one as may be good for the uſe of e- 
_ difying, and that it miniſter grace unto the 
| bearers. And to this purpoſe the ſame apoſtle 
Goth admonith the Coloſſians, let your ſpeech, 
ſäaith he, be alway with grace, ſcaſon d with 
ſalt, that ye may know how to anſwer every 
ane, i. e. let your diſcourſe be always pure and 
chriſtian;--diſcreet and ſeafonable ;-—pradent | 
wholeſome and gracious, adminiſtring both 
comfort, chearfulneſs and edification to the 
| hearers: And what indeed can be more com- 
fortable and chearful than godly and chriſtian 
edification, {kilfully accommodated to every 
man's condition capacity and wants. And 
again he ſaith, let the word of ri dwell; in 
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you richly, in all wiſdom, teaching and adma- 
Aubing one another. 

INDEED as we are di ſtinguiſh' d from the 
world by our chriſtian calling, as we have 
heavenly things ſo plainly in our proſpect, 
and ſo well certified to our hopes; as we are 
adopted heirs of God, and coheirs with Chrift, 

as we are ſo highly priviledg'd, and are to 
enjoy ſuch good things hereafter, our con- 
verſation, and all our intercourſe one with a- 
nother, ſhould I think be rais'd a little ar 
leaſt, upon Peper times and ſcaſons, above 
the common ordinary affairs of this world: 
and hear a proportion to thoſe great and nig 
expectations we have in another. What, 45 
we expect to enjoy heaven in a time to come, 
do we expect to be with Gop, with Chri/s, 
with holy angels, with the ſpirits of juſt 
and good men made perfect? and ſhall we 
not turn our diſcourſe ſometimes, nay often 
one would think, upon thoſe holy things 
which we profeſs to be our hope, to be ous 
7 ſupreme happineſs, to be our all? And certainly 
theſe thingsigre a chriſtian's all; for according 


to 0s principles of our profeſſion all other 
en 
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things, all other poſſeſſions and enjoyments- 
in compariſon with theſe, are nothing, 

Li me not be underſtood, in ths place, 
as inculcating that we ſhould be always up- 
on the religious ſtrain, always converſant a- 
bout holy and heavenly things; for this in 
our preſent capacity we cannot do;—theſe 


things are too mighty for us in this ſtate of 


being; the raptures of divine diſcourſe as well 


a8 Of divine and holy meditation when they 


come from the heart, grounded upon a true 


faith, and a lively hope, tranſport us from 


carth to heaven, and conſequently fill us with 
more joy than we can well bear, till we 
come to the very place. 
Axp this by the way is a ſtrong conviction 
that the joy of that place, of our promiſed 


heaven, the joy, the uninterupted Joy we 


ſhall have, is, and muſt be moſt inexpreſſibly 


great, iince the very thought of it, tho' at ſome 


diſtance, the belief and hope of it even here 


give us fuch exquiſite j joys and tranſports __— 
mind, which cannot be deſcrib'd, but felt. 
And beſides this incapacity on man's part, 


the affairs of this world whilſt we are here, 


the neceſſary employments of human life call 
for, and muſt have ſome of our attention, 
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War I would recommend therefore, 
nay tis not I but the apoſtle himſelf 
that recommends it, and therefore infinitely 
more worthy of your compliance, is, that we 
(ſhould frequently and ſeriouſly turn Our. con- 
verſation upon divine and religious ſubjects, 
and conſequently to the ute of edifying, and 
to the adininiſtring of grace and! improvment 
to the hearers. There are many who are 
too expert in turning ſcrious diſcuſſions into 
ridicule, levity and jeſt; and if ſo, we ſhould 
endeavour, all we can, to ſtudy a method, 
which certainly may be found out, of ſkil- 
full y turning levity into ſeriouſneſs, jeſting! 111— 
to ſobriety, contempt into regard; we ſhould 
upon all occaſions ſtrive to the utmoſt to 
make uſeful applications of what ever m: ay 
be faid in our preſence, to bring people in- 
to a graver temper, into a ſedate way of think 
ing, and when we have done this to inſinu- 
ate as it were inſenſibly the great truths of . 
Gon, and of their own falvation as prope 
and material ſubjects of their concern; recom- 
mending virtue to their pr: actice, chriſtianity 


to their belief, at e, nn prec W ft 
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line upon line, addreſſing every perſon, every 
capacity as he is moſt able to bear, and moſt 
likely to edify by. 

AGAIN, as to the particular topics that 
ſhould be the ſubjects of our more ſerious 
converſation in this caſe, I don't at all doubt 
but every one whoſe province it is to inſtruct 
and edify in this private communicative way, 
will know upon very little reflection as well 
as may be pointed out to him.— I fay 
every one whoſe province it is to inſtruct 


and edify by private communication, For 


as it is the duty of every one to do all the 
good he can in his particular ſtation, ſo it is 
anqueſtionably the duty of every maſter of a 
family, every man of learaing and knowledge 
5 ſuper ior to the illiterate and vulgar, who are 
_ chiefly govern'd by their paſſions if left to 

themſelves, 'tis the bounden duty of theſe 
men to inform the ignorant, to inſtru theun- 


learned, to teach that holy and heavenly wiſdom 3 


which cometh from above, to per ſuade the ob- 
ſtinate, to bring all to the way of godlineſs and 
virtue; and this in a more particular manner 
with regard to thoſe immediately belonging 
to them, and therefore in an higher degree un- 
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der their care, They ought with diſcretion 
and gentleneſs to reprove them when they 
go wrong, and do amiſs; to encourage them 


in well doing, and to endeavour with all 
carneſtneſs to inſtil into them ſteady and fixt 


principles of religion and faith, of juſtice and 
honeſty, of fidelity and integrity, of ſobriety 


and decency, and of all other moral virtues. 


Thar our communication therefore may 
be to the fe of edifying, let us as often as we : 
decently can, ana indeed one would thinkthat 
this can be at no time indecent, tho it MAY. --- 
be often, as things go, unprofitable; let us, if 


we intend todif charge our duty, chuſe for the 


ſubject of our converſation the great and tre- 
mendous Loxp Gov, the ſupreme of all 
things and govenour of all living; his wonder- 


ful andadorable attributes; his providence, his 
love, his beneficence to mankind; that great 


Go who is the author of our being, the giver 


of all good things we enjoy, upon whom we 


are dependent every moment of our life, and 
without whom we are, if it may be, even leſs 
than nothing. Let ns inform the unthinking 7 
and the careleſs, that Gop is omnipotent, I | 
_ power, and from thence infer, how dange- 
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rous and perilous it is, to diſobey him, who is 


able every moment to execute the ſevereſt 


vengeance upon all ungodlineſs and unrigh- 


teonfneſs of men. Let us inculcate,—that 


as Gop is our creator, our ſupporter, our pro- 


tector and our all, ſo has he an abſolute right 
to enjoin laws for our behaviour, to preſcribe 
rules for our manners, and therefore, we are 
bound abſolutely and at our peril to obey 


them. That he is omniſcient and omni- 


preſent, knowing all things and preſent in 
all places, and at all times; that he knoweth 
the very thoughts of our hearts; that he ſpi- 
eth out allour ways, and that there is no eſcap- 
ing his ſight; and therefore, how cautious, 


how careful ought men to b e in all they do, 


fay, or even think; ſecing that no action of 

. our lives, no thought of our heart, be it ever 
ſo ſecreted from the ſhort fight of man, can 
poſſibly deceive the all-ſeeing eyes of Gop, to 
whom we are accountable for all we do, or 
think, and by whom we thall be either re- 
warded « or puniſhed for what we have done. 
Theſe, moſt certainly, are very great and glo- 8 


rious ſubjects to treat upon; ſubjects, that it | 
is an high honour to man that he is endow'd | 


cc 
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with a capacity equal to; — ſubjects if of- 
ten and well inculcated, would, I humbly 


_ conceive, produce great and glorious efiects, 
in reforming of mankind. 


AGAIN, the moral attributes of the al- 
mighty Gop, his wiſdom, his juſtice, his 


goodneſs, his mercy, his purity and his ho- 


lineſs, which ought to be our patterns to act 
by, ſhould be often, and frequently drawn 


| out for the imitation of mankind, and preſſed 
upon their practice, both from the intrinſic 
excellency of theſe ineſtimable perfections as 
they are in Gop, and therefore highly deſer- 


ving of our nigheſt and cloſeſt imitation; and 


from the ſolid happineſs, the joy, the peace 
and tranquility of mind, the perſonal eaſe and 


ſafety that would actually redound to men 
from ſuch an imitation. And further it may 
be well and reaſonably urged that Gop ex 


pects this at our hands, for as he has made 
man after his own image, fo he expects to 

| find in the life of man a | tranſcript of his 

own per fections. 


Tur, let us turn our thoughts, and 3 ; 


_ earneſt conſiderations upon the love of Gov 
to-mankind, in the redemption of the world 
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by Chrijt Jeſus; the infinite love, conde- 


ſcention and humility of our Loxp bleſſed for 
all ages, in undertaking ſo great a work for 
our good and benefit—going thro' all the 
Hardſhips, and difficulties that human nature 
can be ſubject to;—nay not ſparing his own 


life in order to bring about ſo gracious a pur- ; 


pole. And hence may be very clearly infer'd 
what gratitude, what return of loye we owe 


to Gop and to Chrift, who firſt fo loved us; 


_ what praiſe, what thankſgiving, what obedi= 
ence is and muſt be due tor ſo n ſalvati- 5 


on. 


FakT HTR, The great and exalted pro- 


Mises of che goſpel upon our faith and obedi- 
ence; the immenſe weight of glory i in the 
heavens which Gon hath prepar'd, and 


Cirift hath obtained for us; a joyful reſur- 


rection from the dead, of which our Logp 
himſelf was the firſt fruits; theſe things laid 
before men as the objects of their hopes, 
would not fail of keeping them ſteady in 
their adherence to that religion which enti- 
tles them to theſe high, and withal certain 
expectations. And finally, if the hopes of 
mankind will not keep them ſtedfaſt in their 
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faith and duty, we may apply to their fears, 
and lay before them the puniſhment they muſt 
expect, the everlaſting torment that certainly 
awaits them for their lin and diſobedience. 
By theſe means then we mould happily 
further on the cauſe of Gov, and his holy 
religion; by theſe means we ſhould, O moſt 
happily for ourſelves and others! build up, 
and edify the church of Chrift, laying its 
foundation in faith, love and obedience ; by 
_ theſe blefſed means we ſhould promote the 
falvation of ſouls, and ſet forth the glory of 
Gor, who chiefly glories in the good of his 
people; thus ſhall our ſpeech be fuli of grace 
and of truth, and how happily ſhall we be 
employed! Thus ſhall our converſation be as 
it becometh the goſpel of Chr %, thus ſhall 
wwe adminiſter grace unto the hearers, and if 
. This we do who knoweth what a bletiing it 
duay leave behind it. 
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Gooprs, view 


204 IDEIDEIDEIDEIET esc ci Scha HEHE 


PUILIPPIANS fl. 12, 14, 


Work out your alvation with fear and ire 2 
bling. For it is God which worketh in you 
both to will and te do of his good Peafure. 


Kb N the words before us are contain'd 
1 ” firſt an apoftolical precept, Work 
KID out your fatvation with fear and 
trembling; and ſecondly the reaſon why we 

| ſhould be ſo diligent and aſſiduous in the work 
of our ſalvation, For it is God which avorketh 
In you both to will, and to do, of his good plea- 

ſure. Gop by his grace doth enable ps to do 
our duty, both as men, and as Chriſtians; 
_ doth put us in a condition of willing and 
n by the afliſtance of his holy 1 8 
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that which is good, and acceptable unto him; 
which otherwiſe i. e. without the aid of his 
grace, we ſhould not be able to do. And 
this he does of his good pleaſure; this is an 
entire act of mercy; not that we deſer ve ſuch 
tavours, but that Gop deſires to ſave us: 
And having ſuch gracious advantages, ſuch 
divine aſſiſtance in the diſcharge of our duty, 
we are exhorted in the text, to ww9rk our our 
| falvation with fear and trembling; i. e. to work 
together with the working of Gov, with the 
utmoſt humility, and thankfulneſs (ſeeing 
whence our ſalvation cometh, that it is a free 
gift, a mere bounty of Gop) and with the ut- 
moſt care and diligence, ſeeing that Gop may, 


very juſtly, withdraw the aids of his holy ſpirit, 


if we abuſe it; may, upon that Iflue, leave us 
us to ee in which condition we ſhould 
not be able, as upon the footing of our own 

ſtrength, to work out our ſal vation at all. 
I wovuLD obſerve farther from this precept 

of the apoſtle, that tho' our ſalvation is the 
entire gift of Gop, for the apoſtle ſays in his 

epiſtle to the Epheſians, By grace ye are 

| faved thro' faith, and that not of yourſelves, it 
ks thegiftof God. Not of works, that no one 
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might glory. 1, e. we are ſaved by the favour 
of GoD in the goſpel diſpenſation, upon our 
ſtedfaſt faith in it, and due obedience to it; 
not of works, 1. e. either not by the works 
of the law, in oppoſition to the goſpel, or 
not by our own good works, as meritorious 
of ſalvation, tho' abſolutely required of us 
in the important affair: I would obſerve, I 
fay, from the apoſtle's precept, that tho our 
ſalvation is the entire gift of Gop, yet there 
is ſomething incumbent upon us, and en- 
join'd us to do in the work of it; and the 
what we do in it, can be no ways meritorious 
of ſalvation; yet. what we Can do, as ena- 
bled by the grace of Gop, in this reſpect, 
becomes ſo neceſſary, both by the command- 
ments of Gop, and of Chr:/7, and by the na- 
ture of the thing itſelf, that without it our 
falvation cannot be attain'd. 
Tubus we may argue from natural to ſpi- 
ritual things; the ſun is the gift of Gon, and 
all the Benefit of it to mankind is thro' 
his bleſſing; yet no man can deny thus 
much, that a man if he ſhould be fo per- 
verſe and humourſome, may ſecret himiclf 
from the benefits of light and heat, by 
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ſhutting himſelf up in cloiſters, and caverns 
of the earth. Again our daily ſuſtenance is 
the gift of Gop, nevertheleſs, if we uſe not 
our own induſtry, and honeſt endeavours, 
which are the ordinary means of procuring ' 
it; or when it be procur'd, we obey not the 
| calls, regard not the necefſities of nature, and 
make not the proper uſe of it; in the one 
cafe we may itarve for the want of proper 
nutriment when it might, upon application, 
be plentifully had; in the other cafe, we 
may ſtarve indeed for the want of ufing it, : 
tho there ſhould be nothing wanting for our 
ſupply. In like manner if we look into ſpi- 
itual things; tho' Gop be defirous and wil- 
ling to fave us, —tho' thro' his mercy the day 
ring from on high hath wifited us,—to give 


 dJight to them that fit in dargneſs, and in the 


ſhadow of death: And to guide our feet into 
The way of peace; tho' he give us all the 
means requiſite for our ſalvation, and tho 
the aſſiſtance of his grace ſhould be always 
ready to attend us; tho' he put good deſires 
in our hearts, and work in us both to will and 
fo do of bis good pleaſure, yet if we ſhould be 
ſo refractary and perverſe, ſo ungrateful to 
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3on, ſo regardleſs of our own good, as not 
to make uſe of the means given us; hould 
we ful wak on in darkneſs and in the ſhadow. 
pf death, tho the light of the holy goſpel, 
the ſun-ſhine of righteouſneſs and life be eve- 
ry where diffuſed round about us; if we re- 
ift the efforts of divine grace, give no atten- 
tion to thoſe good defires, thoſe good incli-: 
nations it ſo often ſuggeſts if we do not 
20 0 E out gur ſuluntion, as the apoſtle exhorts, 
29776 fear and tre mbling, together with this 
working of Gop, we ſhall moſt certainly 
miſs of it, tho propos d and offer'd to us 
under every circumſtance of advantage. 

W muſt therefore, it we would be ſav- 
ed, and who would not! we muſt follow 
the method {for other there 15 not) enjoined 
us in the text. And this that we may do in 
obedicnce to the divine command, by and 
thro' the mediation of Chri/t Jeſus, for it 
is God, by the influence of his holy ſpirit, 
which Chrzft the bleſſed mediator ſends us 
from the Father, worketh in us both to will 
and to do what is goad and acceptable in big 
fight —that this, I fay, we may do, I ſhall 
endeavour ta treat the ſubject before us, 
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1. WIT regard to the preceptive Part, 
ark gt your ſalvation with Jr and trem- 


. 
27; un reaſon ſubjoin d, for it is 2 
that worketh in you both to will and to do of 
is good pleaſure, 

30. ISHALL add a word by way of infer- 
ence and exhortation. 

I. Turx, with regard to the > preceptive 5 
part, work out your ſalvation with frar and 
trembling. And in this are two things to 
be conſider d; the object of our care and di- 
ligence upon this head, which is no leſs than 
our eternal welfare and happineſs, a matter 
molt certainly of the utmoſt importance; 
and the method or manner of obtaining and 
working out this ſo great ſalvation graciouſ- 
ly propoſed unto us, which is, wth fear and 
trembling; i. c. with the utmoſt care, the 


greateſt diligence and afſiduity, the moſt wary | 


5 circumſpection, and with the profoundeſt 
n 24 1 SES 
- THAT there i is another world; that the 

ſoul of man is immortal; that there will be 
different allotments of rewards and puniſh- 
ments in another ſtate of being, when this 
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will be no more, to the good and bad accord- 


ing to each his different behaviour in the 
time of his probation, are truths which al- 
ways ſubſiſted in the world, and which very 
likcly mankind had the knowledge of by re- 


mote tradition, or collected from the princi- 


ples of reaſon, or more probab] y by the affiſt- 


ance of both confirming each other. But 


however this may be, we can now, ſince the 
chriſtian revelation, reaſon juitty and con- 
cluſively upon theſe topics; and indeed the 


goſpel hath brought things to a Clea: light 


which are very conſentancous to human rea- 
fon, tho' tis plain the rational faculties could 
not make any perfect diſcovery of, without 
ſome help from a ſuperiour power. 


THAT man 1s not made only for the ſhort 
duration of this lite, may, amongſt many 
other arguments, I think, be fairly collect- 
ed from this.—As Gop has ſhewn infinite 
wiſdom, infinite exactneſs and propriety in 
every part of the viſible creation; has adapted { 


every animal, every vegetable to its propet 


ſtate of ex iſtence; — has limited their views, 
deſires and ends, within the compaſs of that 
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time allotted them here, ſo certainly if man 
had been deſign'd for this world only, he, 
would have been created with capacities of 
no farther extent than other creatures; — he 
would have been ſubjected to the ſame laws 
of exiſtence, would have no ends to attain 
but what he might compleat in the courſe of 
his preſent life, which in fa& he cannot ; 
—he would not have been endow” d with ei- 
ther reaſon or ſpeech ; — he would neither 
| have expectations of fature good, nor appre- 
henſions of future evil. In ſhort would have 
neither hopes nor fears with regard to an 
hereafter; — he would know nothing but 
| what is preſent, and probably have ſome 
_ faint remembrances of what is paſt, 
Nov this Is viſibly the ſtate of the beaſt 
= that periſheth, i. e. that terminates ultimately 
in this world; and if the end of man was to 
have been the ſame, doubtleſs he would have 
| been formed under the ſame limitations of 
: being. But how different is the matter ? man 
has a rational ſoul beſtowed upon him, can 
by that means contemplate things to come; 
can from the things he ſees, infer the things 
he ſees not, even the Godhead itſelf, that 
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divine and ſpiritual being, the maker and 
author of all things. He has expectations of 
future good, and apprehenfions of future 
evil. 185 
FARTHER, the perfection of mankind is 
by no means attainable in this world. To 
form the perfe& man, there muſt be a per 

ſpicuity in knowled; ge, an entire innocence 
in morals, and a perfect freedom from ſin. 
This perfection then even under the goſpel | 
light ſeems at preſent to be more than what 
we can arrive at, and we muſt wait for this 
happy eyent ' till Chr ift's ſecond coming 

when he ſhall appear in glory, and majeſty; 
ſhall advance his faithful ſervants to his gl 
rious Kingdom, cleanſe them from the uſt 
of fin, clothe them with his righteouſneſs, 
make them perfect, purely in nocent and up. 
oy for ever. | 
CAN it be imagined then that man who is 
adorned with fo many faculties, which facul- 
ties plainly appear to be of a ſpiritual, and 
conſequently of an excellent nature, all = 
tedly aſpiring to immortality in order to bring 
the whole to a ſtate of maturity and perfecti- 
on; man whom Gop hath thought fit to 
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create aſter his own image; can it be once 
thought that ſuch a being as this ſhould be 
deſtin'd only for a temporary exiſtence, of 
but an inconſiderable and ſhort duration, and 
after that totally fink into nothing ? this is a 
conception which I believe none but deſ- 
ponding, hopeleſs, and wretched infidels = 
would ever admit of. 

Ac Alx, the diſtribution of things! in the 
preſent ſituation menifeſtly ſhew the ſtate we 
are in to be no other, with regard to man, 
than a ſtate of trial and probation; and this 
neceſſarily implies that ſome other will ſuc- 
ceed. For why ſhould any one be tried with- 
out it is for the purpoſe of being, either, ap- 
prov'd or diſapprov'd of? ſhould the good 
providence of Gop therefore ſuffer virtue to 
be oppreſs'd, religion to be perſecuted, good- 
neſs to be traduced and evil entreated, cer- 
tainly theſe things, tho' they ſeem unequal 
for the preſent, are by no means permitted 
without wiſe ends, and thoſe ends cannot be 
5 accompulſh'd unleſs there be a future being. 
Ma arguments might indeed be brought 
in ſupport of thoſe fundamental truths I have 
mentioned. Many authorities from antiquity 
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might be produced to ſhew that thoſe truths 


were the eſftabliſh'd notions and apprehenſi- 
ons of mankind however di7:11s'd and cor- 


rupted. But there is no need of having re- 


courſe to theſe teſtimonies; for we have amore 
_ glorious one which admits of no doubt in the 
caſe, nor does it leave any room for the leaſt 


_ diffidence; the teſtimony of Chr;/? and his 
apoſtles, of ſaints and martyrs who choſe - 


rather to loſe their lives in the moſt cruel 
manner than give up theſe intereſting points 


of truth, 70 of the beſt and wiſeſt men 
ever ſince chriſtianity was firſt preach” d and 


propogeted 
Rx ASON without daubt confirms theſe 
truths by trains of argument. Antiquity 
plainly demonſtrates that theſe truths were, 
in ſome meaſure in being, tho' greatly per- 
verted by the folly and conccits of men, be- 
fore the full and clear revelation made unto 


us. But ſtill it is the holy goſpel of Chriſt 


that bringeth life and immortality into manifeſt 
light, tis this alone that aſcertaius it as a ſure 


and certain fact, and gives us all poſſible 
| means of conviction in this matter, that there 


bs loid up a crown 8 life and guy in the 
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heavens for our hereafter enjoyment ;—1aid 


up for all thoſe who live holy and godly in 


this world; who by faith have an eye to 
things inviſible, things they molt aſſuredly 
hope for in future times; Who by faith in 
Chrift Jeſus look for glory and immortality; 
who ſincerely repent of their ill practices 
(if unhappily they have been guilty of ſuch) 
and endeavour all they can, by the aſſiſtance 


of divine grace, to reform and amend for the 


time to come. Hence forth, faith St. Paul, 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteouf! ſs, 


which the Lord the ri 'ohtrous judge hall give 
me of that day, and not unto me only, but unto 


400 them alſo that love his appearing. Our 


Lonp himſelf ſpeaking of the laſt day, the 


conſummation of ages, then, ſaith he, /ball 


the rig rbteons bine Forth as the ſun, in the 


kingdom of their father. And again repre- 


ſenting the bliſsful time when he himſelf 


ſhall give a welcome reception to the good 
and merciful, come, faith he, ye bleſſed chil- 


dren of my father, recerve the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the begining of the world. 


And St. Peter having an eye to the hope of 


the faithlul, 4 fed be the God and Father P 
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GospEL SALVATION, 71 
ctr Lord Jeſus Chriſt who according to his a- 
bundant mercy, has begotten 1s again unto u 
lively hope, by the reſurcet on of Felus Chriſt 


from the deal. To an inheritance incorrup- 


tible and unde d, and that fadeth nor 12 85 


: th in heaven for your, 


| Tris therefore is our ſalvation, and great 


indecd it is. Tis a crown, 'tis a kingdo m, 
an inheritance that will never fail us, we in 
our chriſtian warfare contend for and hope 
to obtain, This is the high, and invaluable, 


prize of our calling. This is a falvation 
worthy of Gop to propoſe to his rational 
creatures, the perfection of our rational na- 
ture, and conſequently the completion of 


; happineſs.—and this ſalvation being of great 
importance to mankind, we are enjoin'd, 
and who would not obey the injunction, to 


work it out with tar and trembling. Tis 


certainly very juſt and reaſonable that our 
care and diligence upon this head ſhould 
bear ſome proportion to the weightineſs of 
the affair in hand, and the e of 


its final iſſue. 
To work out our ſalvation then im plies. 


that it is a matter of ſome earneſtneſs, and 
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not without its difficulties. The method 
of doing this which is with fear and trein- 
bling implies likewiſe that it is an affair of 
great conſequence, as to the end and iſſue of 
it, and therefore deſerves, and requires of 


us the greateſt care and concern, the great- 


eſt diligence and aſſiduity, the greateſt hu- 


mility and ſubmiſſiveneſs in the proſecution 
of ſo momentuous an affair. We may be 


ſure that it is not a matter of indifferency 
whether we accompliſh this work or not, 


when we conſider that the Almighty eſpouſ- 
88 it as his own cauſe, intereſts himſelf in 


it ſo much, that no act of mercy, love and 


| condeſcenſion, on the part of Gop and his 


Chriſt, has been wanting that his people 
might be ſaved. Aſtoniſhing then would 


1t be, ſhould we 'thro our own neglect fuf- - 


fer ſo gracious a Work to fail and beome 
abortive. 


War we „ have. to 7 therefore i in 1 5 
: important buſineſs before us, is to comply 
' moſt willingly and chearfully with every ar- 


ticle of faith, every precept for practice en- 


joined us by Chriſi Jeſus the author and fi- 
niſher of our ſalvation. For as Chriſt is the 
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GOSPEL SALVATION, 72 
only purchaſer of our ſalvation, the ſole foun- 
der of our chriſtian hope and joy, he had 
therefore an undoubted right to lay upon us 
what reſtraints he thought proper, to preſcribe 
the terms of our ne into the new co- 
venant, and to accept of us no otherwiſe 
than we perſor m the een laid down. 
And this we may be ſure of, that zhe Vie 
prise of our calling cannot be over rated, be 
the terms of it on our part ever ſo high. For 
_ what is it we can do here, in compariſon to 
what we ſhall gain hereafter? In ſhort faith 
and repentance are che two grand conditions 
of our ſalvation. Theſe are our Lord's cx 
preſs words upon the occaſion. Repent, faith 
he, aud believe the g Sofpel-- ly, verily, I [ay 
znto you, he that hear eth my word, and belrueth 

on him that ſent me, hath ex ver laſting life, 
Ged 2 Ived the IPorld that he gave his only 5 
gotten ſon, that whoſoever belreveth in him 
ſhould not per iſh, but have eter nal life. and 
again, he that believeth on him is not condemn d " 
is indeed impoſiible to imagine that the be 
nefit of Chrif?” 8 miſſion, the benefit of his 6 
crifice and mediation, ſhould be exte ended to 

K. 
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any one who believeth not on him; and our 
Lord does as expreſſly fay the latter as the 
former. He that believeth not 15 condemn'd 
already, becauſe he Dare not believed in the ny 
| begotten fon of God. 
Mx cannot, tis plain, come unto Cod or 
unto Chriſt but by faith. And our faith 
muſt comprehend in it, not only a belief 
that there is a Gop and a Saviour, but like- 
wiſe take in all that Gop hath been pleaſed 
to reveal of himfelf and his attributes z—all 
thoſe heavenly doctrines that Chriſt hath 
taught us, with regard to the redemption and 
ſalvation of man; —with regard to a future 
ſtate; to the reſurrection of our bodies, at 
that great and final day, when every man ſhall 
receive accerding to what be has done. For 


8 that foweth to the freſh ſpall of the 2 fb reap 
corruption; but he that ſeweth of the Spirit, 


ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting. 

Again we muſt, according to Goſpel rule 
fincerely repent for paſt delinquences, muſt 
be affected with real grief and ſorrow for 
former tranſgreſſions, ſeriouſly conſidering 
that every act of Sin is an offence againſt the 
great Gop of Heaven and earth, J the 
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708PEL DALVATION, 75 
Baptiſt who came before to prepare the way ſet. 
| Out upon this principle, preaching in the wil. 
derneſs of Judea and faying, repent ye for 1155 
kingdom of heaven, i. e. the flate of the Go 
pet is at hand. And our Lord himſelf in 
the very begining of his miniſtry inſiſted up- 
on this great article, 7% g began t preach, 
and to fay, repent for the kin Si n of heaven ts 
at hand. And this repentance muſt not con- 
fiſt only of a tranſient fit of forrow, for what 
is done amiſs in the former conduct of our 
lives, but muſt be ſuch @ godly ſorrow which 
 worketh repentance to ſalvation not to be re- 
pented of. We muſt bring forth fruits worthy 
of repentance, otherwiſe it will not be ac- 
cepted of, Kepent and be converted, faith the 
Apoſtle that your fins may be blotted out. our 
repentance therefore muſt be attended with 
a converſion of the heart; —a real turning 
from bad to good; a change i in the very 
diſpoſition of the ſoul; a defire of ſerving 
Gov in all things; —an entire obedience to 
every precept in the Goſpel of the bleſſed Je- 
ſus; and thus carrying on the work of repen- 
tance upon the foundation of faith, we ſhall 
be ſure of working out our Salvation, 
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Ov utmoſt care and deligence then in 
compliance with the divine grace, is moſt 
certainly, and nndoubtedly Bebeffary in this 
point. 

Nor that any thing we do is or can be, 
meritorious of ſuch a divine favour as an hap- 
py eternity, but being rational creatures en- 
dowy'd with faculties which, under the in- 
fluence of divine grace, are capable of hold - 
ing a true faith, and maintaining a correſpon- 
dent good practice, no doubt, ſomething is 
expected of ns by the anthor of our faith, 
and director of our morals, elſe to what pur- 
poſe were theſe excellent and valuable facul- 
ties given ns; and if there is a power in man 
with the help of Gop, to follow good, and 
to avoid evil, to do what he is commanded, 
what is conſiſtent with his nature as a ratio- 
nal being, and to defiſt from what he is for- 
bidden, it can't but be demanded of him to 
act in concurrence with this power. Ac- 
cordingly therefore the Apoſtle in my text 
does not infer from Gop's working in us 
beth to will and to do of his good pleaſure, that 
we for that reaſon have no occaſion at all of 
uſing any efforts of our own; that all is en- 
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tirely ſecure without any diligence on our 
part;—that all is done to our hands, and 
therefore we may be quite inactive in the 
matter; — no, this is far from being the caſe, 
for on the other hand he exhorts us to wor# 
out our fateation with fear and trembling, ex- 
erting our own powers with the utmoſt acti- 
vity, for, faith he, ri: God which worketh in 
2% both to will and to 4% Upon the whole, 
the caſe 1 preſume is this —Gop at the cre- 
ation communicated to man a knowledge of 
is will; ;--ACqQuainted him with diyine truths; 
gave him reaſon, underſtanding, and me- 
mory to preſerve thoſe truths inviolably;— 
put it in his power to obey his maker's will 
punQually ;—endow'd him with abilities e- 
qual in all reſpects to the Nate of his being. 
But for all this he diſobey'd, he fell, he loſt 
his paradiſe, and that purely thro' his own 
fault, in not exerting his own ſtrength in the 
preſervation of his innocence and conſe- 
quently his happineſs, Upon this miſcoadu@ 
of the firſt parent, Gon, infinitely gracious} 
contriv'd the redemption of mankind, by 
Chriſt Jeſus. In this then, we have all the 
Aids poſſible to keep us in the good way, and 
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preſerve us from the evil; in this we have the 
knowledge of Gop and his truths; we have 
the aſſiſtance of God's holy ſpirit nay of 
So himfelf to lead us in the ways of god- 
lineſs, virtue, and happineſs; we have a plain 
proſpect into futurity which muſt greatly in- 
| fluence our actions; in ſhort we have life 
: and death laid before us, and, by the grace 
of Gop, have a power of chuſing the beſt 
and moſt eligible of theſe. But if we ne- 
glect all theſe happy means, if we thro ſupi- 
neſs or perverſeneſs purſue not with all our 
might the method of our ſalvation, we ſhall, 
as our firſt parent loſt his happy poſſeſſon, 
loſe our promis'd reward, and, to our greater 
condenmation, thro our own-neglect, 
LET us therefore, my Brethren, uſe all 
diligence to make our calling and election ſure. 
Leet us in all things obey the Goſpel rules, 
walk in uprightneſs, and integrity of heart. 
Let us Hold the true faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
to our faith let us add virtue, and to virtue 
| knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and 
to temperance patience; and to patience godli- 
neſs; and to godlineſs brotherly kindneſs; and 
to brotherly kindneſs Charity; for if theſe thing: 
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GOSPEL SALVATION, 79 
be in you and abound, they will make you that 
you ſcall neither be barren nor unfruitful in 


the knowledge of cur Lord Jejts Chriſt. 


To whom, with the . and he Hop 
Ghoſt, Sc. 
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The Fruits of WELL-DoOING. 
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And 17 us not be © Weary in Iell-doin 25 For in 
due ' ſeaſon we ſhall reap if we Jeet not. 


* ls doubtleſs a great encouragement 
to Our cms: in well-doing, 


00 that we ſhall in a proper time, and 


after a proper trial of our integrity in princi- 
ples and practice, reap the fruit of our labours. 
This naturally raiſes the expectations of men, 
makes them exert all their faculties in purſuit 
of their laſting advantage. Hope and fear 
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are implanted in mankind, and have each of 
them their particular uſe. The one reſtrains 


us from doirig evil, that we may avoid the 


inconveniency that will inevitably follow, 
the other gives life to our motions, puts ac- 
tion upon the wing, with a view to thoſe 
things that are great and noble, and attended : 


with glory and honour. Hope looks for 


ward, and not content with barely. the oſcap- ; 


ins of miſery, has in its intention the attain- 
ment of happ! neſs, and contends for the prize. 
To this paſſion of our hope the apoſtle ap- 


plies in the text. And let its not be weary, faith 


he, in well-doing, or in due 72 85 We ſhall | 


reap if wwe faint not. 
I SHALL endea Lvour therefore, in what 1 


ſhall ſay upon the ſubject to perſuade men 


to an uniform practice of virtue and well-do- 


ng, by laying before them the recompenſe of 
reward, the gracious promiſes which Gop 


out of pure goodneſs, hath been pleaſed to 


make unto mankind in the goſpel of the bleſſed 
"0 eſus, upon condition they hve godly in this 
world, and lay up their hopes in another, 


where the promiſes will be fulfil'd, and our 


joy compleated. 
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: Ox would think that wearineſs in well 
doing is a contradigtion in terms; and indeed 
ö if we conſider the propoſition in the abſtract 


lenſe of it, i. e. if we conſider and determine 
of its meaning by anvighes reaſon, without 
any connection with the frai! lties, appetites, 
and paſſions of human nature, it would cer 
aua amount to as much. For to be wea- 
y in well-dorng i is no other than tc be weary 
* our own happineſs, as there is no. real 
Hhappineſs even here but in well doing, nor 
can there be any expectations of it have eafter 
upon any other terms. But alas! the depra- 
vity of our hearts, the violence of our paſſions, 
the impulſe of our luſts, influencing the will 
and diſtorting the Judgment, make us weary 
In well PEW make us faint and languid in 


the purſuit of what is good, and incline us, 
contrary to the diclates of reaſon, and the 
rules of our duty to do evil. To guard a- 
gainſt t theſe depravities, to rectify the obliqui- 
ty of our inclination, the perver ſneſs of our 
temper whether natural or acquir'd, and, in 
ſpite of theſe drawbacks, to perſevere in c. 
dung ought to be our utmoſt care, and the 
cheifeſt employment of our lives, For if ve 2 
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wiſh to be 1 babe alt 1890 to he 0 
| hereafter, it muſt be by this means. Are we 
defirous of a good name, of the love and e- 
ſteem of men, —of health, contentment and 
all other ingredients of temporal happinc {s 
all thefe, fo very eligible things, are no o- 
ther wiſe att ainable than by well-doing. But 
above all are we defirous of being th God 
ur maker, of being with Chriſt cur Redeem- 
er, of enjoying the company of ae and 
angels, of the ſpirits of juſt men made per feet, 
hawher and for ever? Jeli-doing is the con- 
ditions of theſe eternal bleſſings; for our 
LoRD who has purchaſed theſe things for us, 
expreſſly tells his diſciples, 2 he that ſaith 
wunto ine Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Ring- 
dom of heaven, but he that doth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven. i. e. He chat per- 
ſevereth in goſpel faith and goſpel virtues. 
Ax that we may be encouraged to do fo, 
let us take a diſtinct view of thoſe beatitudes 
or bleſſings which our Lox p himfelf hath af- 
fixed to this happy practice. He opened his 
mouth and taught them ſaying, ble effed are the 
poor in Spirit for ther's 15 the kingdom of hea- 
ven. i. e. Bleſſed are the meck, the lowly, 


5 $5 n "4 
* * Ty." A ** : 2 1 
l 3 og Mie” HA to > be) 13 be * Pd: +% 4 a 


444 —— ee ee F 


Ir FrurTsof WELL-DoING 35 
the humble and the patient, who have not 
the ſpirit of revenge and maliciouſneſs; who 
have not the ſpirit of pride and invidiouſneſs; 
who can bear injuries without returning evil 
for evil, but good; this is the ſpirit which 
copies heaven in it's temper. and diſpoſition 
here, and thall hereafter enjoy it for it's por= 
tion for ever. And to the ſpirit of meckneſs is 
promiſed the inheritance of this life, If there- 
fore the proſpect of inheriting both heaven 
and earth will not prevail with men to be ho- 
ly and virtuous, to have fuch a fpirit,--to form 
uch diſpoſitions within them as are requiiite 
tor the attaininent of ſuch inheritances, it will 
be an hard matter to find any thing that can. 
Blefſed are the meek, faith our LorD, for they 
ſhall inherit the earth; they ſhall inherit at 
leaſt a ſufficiency, and a good man will defire 
no more; and what he inherits above this, if 
it ſhould be ſo, he will do good with. They 
ſhall inherit the gift of contentment, which 
5 together with Godlineſs is great gain. ] have 
| been young and now am old, ſaith the pſalmiſt, 
yet ſaw I never the righteous forſaken or his 
feed begging bread. And is not this the ſureſt 
way imaginable of ſecuring to one's elf a 
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convenient portion of temporalities? To put 
one's ſelf under the protection of that being 
who is the giver and diſpoſer of all things, 
_ —to engage one's ſelf in his ſervice, who is 
moſt able, and alſo moſt willing to recom- 


penſe abundant] y 3 this muſt certainly Mk 


likelieſt means of procuring an intereſt in 
| thoſe things, which are neceſſary for our 
preſervation here, Can it be imagin'd that 
Gop, whoſe providence is diſcernibly over all 
his works; who is fo benign as to extend 
his mercy to thoſe who leaſt deſerve it;— 


who ſendeth rain not ouly upon the juft, but alſo 


upon the unjuſt ;—who giveth fruitful ſeaſons, 
when the inhabitants of the earth might be 
juſtly puniſh'd with ſcarcity; can it be once 
imagin'd that Gop will not provide for his 
faithful ſervants, who honovr his name who 
keep his laws, and and are obedient to him 
in all things. 
To this probably may be objected, that | 
experience teaches a quite contrary doctrine, 
that good and virtuous men are not the molt 
proſperous in this world; Nay are ſometimes 
cven diſtreſſed, and brought low, whilſt the 
wicked flouriſh in the utmoſt ſplendor, This 
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indeed is true in many inſtances, but if it be 
providentially fo, it muſt be for good and 
wife ends; if by the means of oppreſſion 
from others, the good man's misfortunes can- 
not be fairly charg'd upon providence, but 
upon the injurious treatment of his fellow 
creatures, And what if Gop ſhould permit 
the wicked to have their portion in this life, 
to poſſeſs their abundance of all kinds, yet 

ſhould not our hearts envy finners in their 
greateſt Prosper ity, for we are ſure of a bet- 
ter portion; a portion of grace here and of 
glory hercafter; the one of which will fup- 
port us under the prefiu ures and calamities of 
life, the other will be an ample reward for 
our doing, and ſuffering well. 
Hor ſtill, tho' the final rewards of the 
righteous are, and muſt be in another world, 
if we examine the matter cloſely and nar- 
rowly, we ſhall find that providence i is far 
from overlooking or neglecting the ſtate of 
the good and truely virtuous even in this 
world; for indeed, according to our ſaviour's 
expreſs promiſe, to all thoſe that firſt ſeek rhe” 
kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, all theſe 
things; i. e. all things neceſſary for the com- 
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fortable ſupport of human lite are, and 22, 
be added. EI 
AGAIN, Bleſſed, faith our LoR Dy Me Dey 
bat mourn, for they fhall be comforted. i. &. 
bleſſed are all they who have a due ſenſe of, 
and as a conſequence of this a due forrow for 
their fins, Sin indeed is the chief thing for 
which a man ſhould be really, and heartily 
ſorry; and this is the only ſorrow chat will 
be turned into joy and gladneſs. If we 
mourn for our fins we ſhall be. 3 ted, 
and ſhall greatly rejoice in the day of our Lord 
Feſus. We hall rejoyce in the light of Gop's 
countenance when Gon ſhall ſpeak peace 
unto our fouls. We ſhall receive the com- 
forts of a 2 quiet and unladen conſcience, which 
before lay under the wrath of Gop, for ſin 
unrepented of.— Or if this beatitude regards 
thoſe who andergo the hardſhips of perſecu- 


tion for the truths ſake ,—for the ſake of 


Chriſt and his goſpel; for the cauſe of juitice 
and rightcouſneſs; ,——who tho” afflicted yet 
are full of hope; —hoſe lives upon earth 
are indeed lives of mourning and ſorrow, 
yet looking forward into the recompenſe of re- 
werd, and for the 10 that. 7s 's Jet before e them . 


- 
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willingly and chearfully ſuffer for the preſent. 


Theſe men tho poor and diſtreſſed thro” the 
violence of the oppreſſor are notwithſtanding 


Lich in God, and are confident of reaping 11 
due time the reward of their integrity. 


To proceed; blefjed are they which hunger Z 


and thirſt after righteouſneſs for they ſhall be 
filled. They who are really as defirous of 


acting righteoufly, and doing juſtly, as one 


is of ſatisfying the natural appetite of hunger 


and thirſt, whoſe meat and drink it is to do 
the works of righteouneſs, and the works of 
Gop; theſe arc really filled in ſeveral reſpetts 
they are filled with complacency and acqui- 
eſcence of mind upon the due diſcharge of e- 


very duty. They are filled with the hopes 


of heaven, where there 1s a fulneſs of joy 
without wid, a continual ſcene of happi- 

neſs without interruption or end, They ſhall 
be ſatisfied upon carth with all things that are 


for their real good; and if Gop ſhopld be 
pleaſed to ſend them an increaſe of earthly : 
bleſſings, he will witha) ſend them an in- 
creaſe of grace, which is a more diſtinguiſh- | 
ing mark of the divine favour, to direct them 


o 
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in the courſe of their ſtewardſhips. For tis not 
| riches but the good diſtribution of them makes 
men happy; the doing good with them in our 
generation, the applying them to the proper 


uſes of charity and humanity, which ww///qohen 


we fail receive us finally into everlaſting habita- 
trons, This then is the portion of the righteaus, 
and who would not caft his lot among them. 
FAPTHER; 
they ſhall obtain mercy. 


who have bowels of compaſſion, and kind- 
ly relieve the wants and neceſſitics of their 

diſtreſſed brethren; — who ſpare when it is 
in their power to deſtroy ;who are ready. 


to forgive the moſt injurious are ſo far 


from the ſpirit of revenge and retaliation that 
they not only wiſh well to, but will alſo do 


good offices for, their enemies, their revilers, 


their perſecutors, when opportunity offers. : 
And this they do after the example of their 
maſter Feſus Chriſt who did good to all men; 
who came into the world to give and to for= 
give; to give redemption, life, and i immor- 

tality to men, and to forgive them their ſins. : 
Our Logp whoſe example was for our ſakes, 


Vleſſed are the merciful, for 
1, e. Thoſe who. 


ſhew mercy to their tellow creatures here;— 


AR 


OY 
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when he awas rev, cbiled not again, who 
was lead as a ſheep unte the flaughter, yet nit 
opened his mouth ; who prayed for his perſe- 


cutors even when they were executing the 
laſt efforts of their cruelty, then ford Fejus, 


father forgive them for they know not what they 
do. He commanded lis diſciples to love 


thoſe that hate them; to do good for evil; — 


to pray for thotc who deſpitefully ule them, 


and perſecute them; to forgive if they ex- 


pect to be forgiven. Thoſe therefore who 


copy after this pleſſed example, and obey | 


theſe ſtrict commands, ſhall in their turn 
find mercy and forgivnes i in time of need. 
When, the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be laid 


open; hen all the actions of men ſhall be 


judg' d;—when the whole world, both men 


and angels ſhall appear before the great, the 
awful tribunal of God and of Chriſt; when 


every man ſhall receive according to what 
he has done; then ſhall much be forgiven, to 
| thoſe who forgave much; then ſhall mer- 


cy be ſhewn abundantly to thoſe who have 


been merciful; and tO them, and them only, 
; mercy Aal pee gain judgment. | 
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Acaix, Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for 
they ſhall fee God, 1. e. thoſe whoſe hearts 
and minds are uncorrupt with evil; who are 
not defiled with that 5% of the fleſh which, 
St. Paul ſaith, <varreth againſt the ſpirit; who 
are free from any imagination of fraud, vio- 
lence, cruelty, or deceit; ho ſpeak, think 
and act from the fincerity of their fouls; 
' whoſe mouths and intentions always go to- 
gether, and within whoſe lips there is no 
guile. Theſe are the happy, the bleſſed, 
who ſhall dwell for ever with Gov in the e- 
ternal habitations of his glory. "They ſhall 
' ſee Gor face to face hereafter ;—that Go 
whom they have ſeen and known by the eye 
of faith here, and whom they ever ador'd 
and lov'd. Theſe ſhall be with Chrif their 
redeemer;—with angels and ſaints made per- 
fect; and as they have endeavour'd to imi- 
tate the divine purity, ſo ſhall they become 
partakers of the divine happineſs. 5 
Fix AILVY; Bliſſed are the peace- makers; 
for they ſhall be called the children of Gov. 
Thoſe who are lovers and followers of peace, 
have in their ſouls a diſpoſition like unto that 
of the Gop of peace; they ſhall be the be- 
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loved of Gon, and , children then hers, 
coherrs with Chriſt, and inberitors of the 
kingdom of heaven. They as children ſhall 
live under the protection of the divine provi- 
dence, Gop's fatherly love and tenderneſe 


will be to them ward in all things. He will 
guide them with his eye, he will lead them 
in the way of his peace, and the enemy ſhall 
do them no violence. Live in peace, faith 
the apoſtle, and the God Y pre _ be with 


you. 


AND what 1s there 1 in the whole Naz 


verſe that contributes more to temporal hap- 


pineſs, laying aſide goſpel priviledges, than 
a peaceful, tranquil diſpoſition and temper? 


This heavenly virtue procures us the moſt 
friends, and the feweſt enemies. He that 


offends none will be moſt likely to find ſome 
that will readily give him an helping hand, 
ſhould he want aſſiſtance. And this js cer- 
tainly a great ingredient of human felicity. 


For the ſtate of mankind is ſuch, that we 
daily and hourly want the help of each other, 
and the aſſiſtance we have upon the foot of 
merit, is much more ſatisfactory and ſafe, 

; than what | is extorted by power, A peace- 


and revil'd, to theſe he gives his laſt bleſſing; 
and that he might as a good and gentle ma- 
ſter provide for them under all circumſtances; 
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ful turn of mind preſerves us from thoſe vio- 


lent and over heated paſſions of anger, high 


reſentment and revenge, which boil in the 

breaſts of ſome men like the boiling of the 
ſea, the fumes of which too often aſcending _ 
into the brain, put the whole man into a 


frenzy, and diforder all the human frame. 


But above all, this God-like diſpoſition will 


beſt qualify us for thoſe manſions of peace, 


joy, and tranquility, which our heavenly 
father reſerves for the children of his peace. 
Fix ALL; our Lozp foreſecing that his 


true and faithful diſciples, thoſe who perſe- 


vere in well doing and truth, ſhould for bis, 


and righteouſneſs fake, be hated, perſecuted 


ſecure them under all exigences, and prepare 


them againſt the moſt calamitous diftreſs, 
bids: them rejoyce and be exceeding glad in 
ſuch ſtreights, for great faith he, ſhall be your. 
rcd in heaven. And St. Paul to the ſame 
pur poſe, our light afflictians which is but for 
2 moment worketh for us à far more exceeding 


and me We eight cf, glory. 
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Ix this caſe then, which is the very worſt 
that may happen, the faithful have a never 
falling reſource, an hope which is both ſure 
and fledfajt, that anchor of the foul, which 
keeps it hx'd and ſteady, and bids defiance 
to the moſt tempeſtuous ſtorms to drive it 
out of its proper ſtation. They are well aſ- 
ſur'd that their treaſures, their eternal welfare, 
their all, are laid up in a fecure place, where 
theſe perſecutions cannot follow them, be 
they ever ſo ſevere here. They are the bleſſed 
of the Lok; they in a more eminent manner 
confeſs him before men, chearfully ſuffer for 
his cauſe, and therefore their maſter will 


4 confeſs them before Gon, before angels and 
b men and will own them to be his for ever. 
3 And indeed it may pleaſe the Almighty for 
wiſe ends, to ſuffer his moſt faithful ſervants 
to he afflicted, tormented, to undergo the 
rage and fury of relentleſs perſecutors i in this 
World, that he may bring them forth pure 
as the gold that is tried ſeven times in the 
fire, exalt them to an high point of eminen- 
cy in his kingdom, where wed ſhall ſhine nd 
the ſtars 1 m heaven. HR 


6 Nod . 


THrzs: then are the rewards, the inheri- 


tance of the poor, the meek in ſpirit; —the 


truly penitent and humble; — the righteous, 


the merciful, the pure in heart, the peace 
makers; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
They ſhall be comforted ;—they ſhall inherit the 


earth; —they ſhall be filled; —they ſpall obtain; 
vierc bey hall ſee God; and finally ſhall be 


called the children of God, nay the Lord himſelf” 


0 be their portion for ever. And tho' 


temporal bleſſings as I hinted before, ſhould 


not viſibly attend theſe duties, yet the doers 
and followers of theſe things enjoy a richer, 


and more valuable poſſeſſion, than the wic- 
ked do with all their wealth, They enjoy 


a peace which paſſetb all underſtanding, even 
the peace of God. They have the ſatisfaction, 


and a great one it is, of a clear, unſpotted, 


inoffenſive, and conſequently of an undi- 
ſturb'd conſcience, which is a pearl, a jewel 

of ineſtimable worth, and an overballance, 
to all the periſhing treaſures of the whole 
world. 
Anp now, O ye ſons ofa men, conſider the 


ways of life and death that is ſet before you, | 


and chuſe. Ah! which will you chuſe? will 


aps wo: 
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you chuſe the way of ſin, of ungodlineſs and 


vice? ways that are full of horror, gloomi- 
neſs and deſpair; — ways that will bring you 


to the chambers of death. And will yu 


imprudently, and itupidly leave the ways of 


op and goodneſs, the paths of virtue, god-- 


lineſs righteouſneſs and truth? ole ways 


are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all their paths 


are peace; ways that will lead you to the 
manſions of eternal bliſs; that will happily 
bring you to the preſenc e of Gop your maker, 


of Chr it your redeemer, of angels and faints; 
there to be molt graciouſly and kindly 
receiv'd, to meet this . welcome from 
our Lox bp himſelf, come ye ye bleſſed childre 7 of 
my  /ather, inherit the kink gel prepared for you 
from the beginning e The world. Will you after 
all theſe kind invitations, all theſe acc umu- 
lated offers of bleflings, of mercy, grace and 


glory, forſake the ways of your own Salvati- 


on? and will you moſt madly and foollifhly - 
chuſe the ways of death, deſtruction and 
ruin? By no means, but quit yourſelves like 


men, walk in the ways of Gop, and verily 


ye ſhall live, Take great heed to kyour wed 


N 
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be cautious and wary in every advance you 
make; — follow the delightful tracks of virtue, 
religion, end godlineſs, perſevere unto the end, 
and you will by no means be diſappointed of 
your hopes. Be ſure above all things ye be 
not weary in well doing, for in due ſeaſon 3e 
ſbal reap, and that abundantly, / ye faiut 
not. 1 TH 


Now to Gop the Father, &c. 
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The ADVANTAGES irie. 
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J each d at St. Mary's before the 0 NIVERSITY of 
| Oxroksy, 


FF 


1 Tin. iv. 8. latter part. 
2 calineſ is profitable unto 
all things, having promije of the lie that now 
7s, and of that which is ta come. 


FXEXXANE great reaſon, that ſome men 
1 O — are wholly deſtitute of religion, and 
F. MN others quite languid and indifferent 
in the purſuit of it, may, among many others, 
be this; that they conſider not as attentively 
as they ſhould, the expediency, and even ne- 
ceſſity of it for the ſupport of their welfare, 
and the tendency! it bears towards promoting 
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their real intereſt and haprineſs, The liber- 


tine, who hath no religion at all, thinks it 


too ſevere a reſtraint upon him to be ſubject. 


to the divine laws, or indeed to any law ex- 


cepting that of his own will, and {from that 
moment becomes a moſt abject ſlave to his 
pafſions and appetites, tho at the ſame time 
he fondly imagines that by means of this li- 
bertiniſm he is a moſt free agent. By de- 
ſerting that law which is per fect 7 Heß x, aud 


that ſervice which is per feet freedom, com- 


mences ſlavery to his tvrant luſt, and bon- 
dage to his enemy the devil. His pr inciples 5 
and practice overthrow the whole order and 
harmony of nature in the moral and intelect- 
ual part of the world, debaſe the dignity of 
man, deſtroy and take away the moſt eſſen- 
tial difference between the rational and irra- 
tional part of the creation, By miſtaking 
the nature of good and evil, this unhappy 
man, much indeed to be pitied, inſenſibly 
purſues his own deſtruction, and induſtriouſ- 
ly flys ſrom every aid that may reſcue him 
from it. He little thinks of a ſtate of futu- 5 
rity, which to every reaſonable man 1s a con- 5 
cern of the utmoſt weight and moment, and 


8 
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conſiders not that the juſt Gon cf heaven and 
earth, will moſt aſſuredly call him to an 
| hereafter account, for all the actions of his 
life. 


Nor much unlike to this man are thoſe _ 


who content themſelves with a cold, formal, 
and only nominal profeſſion of religion; ſeem 
quite indifferent in the matter, as if it were 
an affair of no great conſequence, They en- 


tertain a grea many powerful rivals in the 
caſe, and make religion but the leaſt of their 


favourites. It finds but little room in their 


hearts, and is often liable to be wholly dif- 


carded. Theſe men think the import: ant bu- 


ſineſs of religion to be a mere ſecondary work, 


and! imagine it ſufficient for their purpoſe, if 2 


they now and then at leiſure hours, probably 


when they are cloy'd and Gtiated with the 
delights of life, wearied and fatigued in the 


ambitious purſuits of worldty intereſt, when 
the paſſions happen to be ſedate, and the con- 


ſcience takes the opportunity to upbraid them 


for their ungratefu! neglect of duty; they ima- 
7 gine it may be ſuficient if at ſuch ſerious 


Intervals they ſhould be frighten'd into a lit- 
ee ſenſe of religion and duty; but alas! when 
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the religious fit is over they grow very indif. 
ferent, caſily and contentedly ſlide back to 
their former remiſſneſs. 

I INTEND therefore in what follows to 
conſider the advantages of religion and virtue, 
or of that godlineſs which the Apoſtle ſays, 
fs profitable unto all things, with regard in the 
firſt place to mens temporal and preſent hap- 
pineſs. For religion, and that only, gives us 
noble and juſt ideas of Gop; teaches us thoſe 
divine truths which afford the human mind 
the higheſt latisfaftion, and delight ; reſtrains 
the exorbitancy of our paſſions, regulates our 
purſuits, fixes them upan right principles and 
directs them to their proper ends, the glory 
of Gon, and the good of men. 

Wurx we reflect upon man, and find him 
a complex being made up of body and ſoul, 
tis highly reaſonable we ſhould have reſpect 

to both theſc eſſential parts, when we talk 
of human happineſs; and the latter of theſe 
being undoubtedly the moſt excellent, its in- 
tereſt therefore on account of this ſuperiority 
ought principally to be conſulted. The ſoul 
then being of original divine, and purely ra- 
tional, the happineſs conſequently ſhe is ca- 
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pable of enjoying muſt be of a fimilar and 

like nature. Virtue and truth are the objects 
| ſhe delights in, the contemplation of Gop 

her maker, a conſciouſneſs of having acted 

in obedience to hiscommands, and in con- 

currence with his will, are the things that 
afford her real and laſting plcaſures. 

AAN the ſoul of man has a native and 2 
natural abhorrence to moral turpitude, to 
baſe and imfamous actions of all kind; and 

08 upon A conſciouneſs of theſe things ſhe is 
commonly fill d, if her attention ſhould not 
be diverted another way, with bitterneſs, ſor= 


E- row, and diſtraction. Theſe depravities ſeem 
= contrary to her native purity, and deſtructive 


of her very being. Sometimes indeed, by 

long habits of fin and vice, her powers are 
laid a fleep, and by theſe corruptions which 

do not naturally belong to her, but are purely 

_ adventitious, the human foul, that ſpark of 
divinity is brought to conſent without any 
reluctance, to impurites quite repugnant to 
her very eſſence: but ſtill, and this ſhews 
her original fairneſs, ſhe can never entirely 
free herſelf from having a bitter remorſe for 
paſt delinquences, and offences; a time will 
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come when theſe things will appear fright⸗ 
ful, gaſtly, and full of horror; and the dia- 
tisfaction, inquietude, and diſpair ariſing from 


this makes her pay too dear for any illicit 
pleaſures or practice, ſhe might unhappily 


have comply'd with. 


ON the other hand, the body having ſen- 


ſations capable of pleaſure and pain, and its 
frame being ſuch that it wants a continual 


ſupply of things proper and neceſſary for its 
ſubſiſtence, we muſt therefore preſerve this 
inferior part in a ſtate agreeable to its nature; 
but under this reſtriction, that we allow it 
no kind of indulgence which may in its con- 
ſequence bring any inconveniency, or cauſe 
any perplexity to the ſoul, that nobler and 
ſuperior part of man. If we make provifi 2 
for the fleſh, as the Apoſtle exprefleth, to fid- 
fil the lufts thereof, if in favour of any par- 
ticular appetite we perpretate any action that 
the ſoul can't refle& upon without abhorrence 
and remorſe, the pleaſure we imagine to re- 
ſult from that action not compenſating the 
pain it is attended with, ends in folly, and 
is by no means conſiſtent with our happineſs | 
as rational creatures, Upon the whole, the 
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THE ADVANTAGESOF RELIGION, 1og 
happineſs of man muſt be rational, perma- 
nent and ſubſtantial. It muſt not be tranſient 
as that of the yoluptuary, nor vain and delu- 


{ive as that of the haughty, inſignificant, and 

proud. It muſt be free from the vexatious 

_ diſappointments, and frequent interruptions, 
which generally attend the ambitious and 

the aſpiring.” lt muſt reſult from virtue and 

good actions, from the knowledge and prac- 

Ves of our duty towards Gon, and towards 

: Han,” 1 1 

Tun cafe then of human happineſs being 

thus briefly ſtated, our nes t enquiry is, whe- 

ther religion, and conſequent! ly virtue and 

good practices are not the beſt, nay indeed 

the only means of obtaining this happineſs; 
and whether true religion, and true happineſs 
ere not inſeparably join'd together, and are 
3 real! y equivalent terms. 
Ix the firſt place then, with regurd to the 
human mind, which ought to come firſt un- 
der conſideration ; religion teaches us to 
know Gop the author of our being, and 
fountain of al! good and happineſs. It more. 
intimately acquaints us with the divine at- 
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tributes, and gives us noble and exalted ideas 
of the divine pertections; and whatever en- 
larges our knowledge in theſe ſublime truths 


muſt give us the big heſt ſatisfaction i imagin- 
able; tho' in other matters, the increaſe of 


knowledge, may be the increaſe of pain and 
anxiety. The holy Scriptures every where 


repreſent the Almighty as a Being of infinite 


mercy and poodnefs ; infmite love, juſtice and 


holineſs ; command us to ſeck him as our 
greateſt good, and to truſt in him as our 
greateſt ſecurity, The holy oracles every 
where convince us that Gop's Providence 
is over all his works, and that man is his 


more peculiar care, And do not theſe con- 
ſiderations fill the ſoul of man with the ſub- 


limeſt joys, and moſt exalted plcaſures * can 
we be directed to a better object, or can we 


' repoſe a confidence and truſt in a more EX» 
cellent patron, more able to aſſiſt us, and more 


willing to do us good? Is not the conſidera- 


tion of God's providence a ſovereign remedy 


againſt all the calamities and diſaſters of life, 
which all mankind more or leſs experience ? 
This at once diſſipates our fears, chears the 
ee heart, raiſes the depends d and 8 


* 
3 
8 
48 
Ed 
8 
K. 150 1 
RY 
. £1] 
=. 
1 
A 


x P's PO ITT" 

ht A 
US BE I 

My FOOL. ER 


THE ADVANTAGES OF RELIGION, 107 
drooping head, and in this ſenſe, and 
this only, we may truly ſay that whatever is, 
is beſt; being the appointment of the all- wiſe 
Gor, who only knows what, in the event, 
will be beſt. This world would be a wild 
diſtracted ſcene, ſhould Gop withdraw his 
Providence from it, but for a little while, 
and leave all human affairs to be conducted by 
the ſole wiſdom and prudence of men. Thoſe 
of the greateſt experience, and utmoſt ſaga- | 
city, can neither foreſee, nor prevent the va- 
rious incidents that both things and perſons 
are ſubject to; nor is it poſſible for them to 
be ſufficiently guarded againſt all events. 
Should our own conduct be our ſale guide, 
we ſhould be frequently ruin'd by the com- 
pletion of our own wiſhes, and the moſt de- 
ſirable ſucceſs would often prove to be the 
very rock whereupon we ſhould inevitably 5 
ſplit. In this ſituation then is it any ways 
diſcreet, nay is it not madneſs, it might be 
afk'd, to deprive ones ſelf of the comforts and 
advantages of religion, and to withdraw ones 
ff from the protection of the Almighty, : 

FARTHER, the objects of religion are 
mo excellenti in thernſelves, being no leſsthan 
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God the ſupreme of all, Chriſ? Jeſus the bleſſed 
mediator between God and man, the holy ſpirit 
of God the ſandtifier of the heart ; the proſpects 
of it are fo deſirable, an happy immortality, 
the glorification of our nature; for this corrup- 


tible ſhall then have put on incorruption, and 
bis mortal ſhall have put on immortality, that 
we may become proper inhabitants of that 


{piritual world where Gop and his ſaints for 


ever dwell; therefore all ſerious 5 and ſincere 


exerciſes of religion, muſt be attended with 


a moſt ſublime pleaſure, and a moſt high {a- 
tisſaction to the mind. The human ſoul af- 
pires above „le things that are ſeen, dares 


ſometimes to look out of her priſon made 
with clay, and longs for Enjoyments more 
ſuitable, more agreeable to her nature, This 
earthly {ſyſtem ſeems not to be ſufficiently 


_ capacious for her, nor is ſhe fully at reſt till 


ſhe ſoars up to the very firſt principle of all 


things. The religious man then is the only 


one who is capable of enjoying this divine 
| happineſs, an happineſs too refined for the pro- 
phane and ſenſual, and what they can have 


no taſte or reliſh for. He is taught to con- 


template his maker with joy and delight 
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Z here, and to look for a more perfect know- 
ledge of him, and conſcquently a more per- 
fect degree of happineſs, hereafter, He loſes 
himſelf in raptures of love and admiration, 
and each divine Perfection, affords him amoſt 
delightful train of thought. What, pray, are 
the trifling amuſements of this world, in 
compariſon of theſe things? No more indeed 
than a ſhadow to a real ſubſtance, or a con- 
fus'd bew ilder'd d dream, to the compos 'd | 
thoughts of a waking man. By 

As to moral virtue in all its branches, which 
is ſo effential to the welfare and good order 
of ſociety, that it is impoſſible for mankind, 
to ſubſiſt in any degree of happineſs, or even 


lafety without it, nothing lays ſo good, fo 
ſure a foundation for this io n-oeflary a thing 
as religion. For in the holy rekgion we pro- 
feſo, the religion taught us by Chrit and his 
apoſtles, the nature, reaſon and good conſe- 
quence of every ſocial, and moral duty 18 
cConciſely and clearly ſtated; the practice of 
it enforced by ſanctions of ſuch kind, as have 
more influence upon the minds of mien, than 
the moſt refin d philoſophy, they c can ever, 
with all their pains, be Masters of. The gol 
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pel precepts are all fo very plain and perſpicu- 
ous, that he that runs may read them and 
underſtand them alſo, to his great advantage; 
and, which is ſtill more ſo, may very eaſily 
put them in practice. The ancients, tis 
true, gave to their ſcholars and diſciples, very 
refin'd precepts of morality ; but ſtill there 
was ſomething, and indeed ſomething very 
7 2 wanting to enforce the practice of 
Where was the eminent example of the 
L ks among them, which is the moſt in- 
ſtructive leſſon, and likely to have the moſt ſa- 
lutary effects? Where was his authority to dic- 
tate rules to others? where was the proſpect in- 
to an other ſtate of being, into the rewards. 
_ ofthe faithful ? which are the great ſupports of 
virtue, and protect her under the moſt oppreſ- 
ſive circumſtances. And certainly as vice 
hath its incitements, *tis but equitable that 
virtue ſhould have her aids and encourage- 
ments. The chriſtian morality therefore ex. 
ceeds the heathen not only in its purity, but 
alſo in ſeveral advantageous circumſtances 
attending the delivery of it to the diſciples. . 
Our teacher came from heaven, and conſe- 
quently had full authority to teach, and wiſ- 
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dom to direct. He left us his own exam ple 
to copy after, as woll as his precepts to guide 
us, that we might follow our maſter in all 
thoſe exalted virtues, which he by Eis Own 
practice hath ſhewn human nature, with the 
_ aſſiſtance of divine grace, to be capable of, 
He forgave his enemies, and even prayed i OK 
chem, when they were executing their malice 

in the moſt aggravating and cruel mannc 7. 
Ne hath alſo ſtrictly cnjoyn'd his diſciples to 
forgive others, if they expect to be forgiven 
themſelves at the great day of account. Our 
Lokp bath not us to love mankind, and 
conſequently to do them all potlible g god, 
by the moſt extraordinary inſtances of bis love 
and kindneſs toward us. His whole life was 
one continued ſcene of piety, charity and be- 
nevolence, and if we don t act in character 
with our maſter as near as we can, we are 
not his diſciples, what cver we may call our- 
ſelves. He hath commanded us to be virtu- 
ous in all reſpects; to fulfil tie Whole law, 
by loving our neighbour as ourſelves; to be 
_ chalte, temperate "ang ſober in our lives; to 
be juſt, ſincere, and honeſt in our tranſactions 
with others; to do good to all men, even 15 
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our enemies, and thoſe that bate us; and to be 
at peace roith all men. And theſe things if we 
do not, we fortcit all the advantages of the 
chriſtian faith, and incur Gop's s diſpleaſi re. 
A ſyſtem of morality ther efore thus introduced 
and thus incolcated, muſt have a better ef- 
feet, a ſtronger influence upon the hearts of 
men, than any human ſyſtem e it ever ſo 
quit and philoſophical. And doubtleſs what 
| ſands ſo ſtrenuouſly for the cauſe of virtue, 
muſt be highly profitable to men in all things. 


J F we conſult our intereſt! in the world, 


in the moſt advantageous light, we ſhall #2 


find that the rules of religion and godlineſs 
are ſo far from retarding it, that they really 
promote and advance it. Juſtice, equity, and 
a ſtrict adherence to truth and right, are in 
the end the ſureſt baſis of a riſing fortune, 


and the beſt means of fecuring a laſting pro- _ 


perty in thoſe acquiſitions we have made, 
Humility, benevolence, and univerſal charity Y; 
Aa diſpoſition ready to do good upon all oc- 
caſions, is the greateſt embelliſhment to our 
Character and reputation. And to crown all 
5 worldly happineſs, temperance both of body 
aud mind; ; regularity, moderation and fobrie- 
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ty are the beſt preſervativ es of life and health. 
therefore a certain truth 1t 1s that godli neſs 7s 
pr ofitable unto all things, l avg not only the 
promiſe of the life that now is, hut alſo the 
truc and real enjoyment of it. 

ONce more, and to finith this part of the 


Wo 151 8 us; in mM time of a We and 


FOR teliefl. 4 Hels rene glveſ us 
a ſure truſt in the clemency and goodneſs of 


Gop, that he will ſuffer n othing to befal us 


but what will be ultimately to our good; for 
we are aſſured that every. thing, whether it 


e pain or anguiſh, whether it be poverty or 8 


lde is for. good to thoſe % who fear Cod. 


Theſe tcach us a 0 and ſubmiſſion 


to the divine will 1 in all things, and by this 
Beg: y means, we ſhall learn with St. Paul, 
whatever fate wwe are in to be ther exith CON= 


font, The religious man tho! he m day have 
loſt all worldly enjoyments, yet he has not 


loſt his att \chment to his Gon, who, he 1s 
very ſure, will be his beſt ad in time of 
need, Lo 
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Or the other hand, a wicked eh 
wretch in a ſcene of diſtreſs, muſt be in a 
moſt deplorable, moſt deſperate condition, 
The world has now forſaken him; his friends, 
for the friends of the wicked are but terapo- 
rary, have left him deſolate; good men may 
pity him indeed, but he has forfeited all. 
right to conſolation and comfort; —he dares 
not look up to Gop, Whom he bad fe often 
and fo groſſly affronted, and upon which 
Go may very juſtly, without a miracle of 
mercy, leave him, alas! to what? To black 
deſpair, and wild diſtraction, This muſt be 
the caſe, and bad enough it is, with the wick- 
ed who like not to retain God in their knows 
edge. . 1 
In proſperity alle religion teaches us the 
moſt advantageous, and eligible conduct. In 
this caſe we are commanded, if riches ſhould 
increaſe, not to ſet our hearts upon them, to 
be meek in our deportment, liberal in our 


diſtributions, not to truſt in uncertain riches, 
bnt in the living Grd, who giveth us all 
things richly to enjoy. And where ſhall we 
find more profitable leſſons, more conducive 
to human happineſs? A contrary behaviour, 
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[ am ſure, in ſuch circumſtances would ren- 
der us contemptible and miſcrable. For ſhould 
we ſet our hearts upon our riches and truſt in 
them, they may make them! ſelves wings and 
lee away, upon which our diſappointment 
would be inſupportable. Should we upon an 
acceſſion of fortune grow clate, haughty and 
imperious, we f 10uld be tray a a great WeaKk- 

de 


neſs of underſtanding, become pic ble in 


the eycs Of wile and good men, ious to 


all, and cont. quently 2 plague to Ou rſelves. 

Should we lock up our treatures, and flop 

the circulation of that increaſe Gop hath 

bleſs'd us with, and which it ought to have, 

we ſhould crow uſeleſs to ſociety, become 

very bad ſtewards, very unworthy of that 

truſt which providence hath depoſited in our 

hands; very unjuſt to our chriſtian brethren, 

by keeping from them chat aid and relief 

which they may deſerve, and which 7s in the 

 powver of our hands to ds then; and upon the 5 

Whole we ſhould unhappily lay up for our- 5 

eie treaſures of wrath againſt the day E- 5 
; ; retribution. Infinitely better then would it - 
| be for us to follow goſpel rules, for there 

the rich 2 in z this world arechary 'd to do gead, 
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to be rich in good works, to be ready bo diſtri 


bute, willing I communtc at fo; laying up ! 1 ftere 


fer themſelves a go ſhundlutiun for the time te 


Conte, that they may ay Hold on eternal He 
Which Gop grant we may all do. 


1: Now n Gau the Father, &c. 


K KERR » * N. X * * e EDS 


4 
- 
aY 
8 
. 
_— 
"4 
$54 
" 
a 
I 
_ 
2 4 
2 
5 
4 
— 


5 


S ech e 


. 


SERMON VI. 


De ADVANTAGE: / 1 ; 


essen Gg Gun g ne 


Preach'd at St. Aa. before the f U x FLVERSIT? 1 of 


OxrorD. 


eee eee 


1 Pine. iv, 8. latter part. 


— — —CGodlineſs i is pro fitabl en- 
ts all things, boving promiſe off the lie that 


NOW 15, and of Pat 10010 75 to come, 


KEEHN what 1 have toad advanced 
* I * upon the ſubject before us, I endea- 
W N your'd to ſhew the real profitable- 
neſs of godlineſs or religion with regard to our 
true intereſt and happineſs even in the i ife 
| that now is. Let us follow the order of the 
text and conſider this important matter as it 
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entitles us to the more glorious promiſes of 
that which is to come. 
Ir we reflect upon the goodneſs of Gop to 
mankind, and confine our ſpeculations with- 
in the narrow limits of this world we ſhall 
have cauſe ſufficient to excite our utmoſt 
gratitude, and raife our higheſt admiration, 
That the Almighty ſhould at firſt create us 
rational and intelligent beings; make us ca- 
pable of contemplating his divine nature, en- 
due us with minds which Have a near reſem- 
blance to his eternal mind, and ſtamp upon 
us his own image. That we ſhould be {© 
advantageouſly Rationed i in the order of cre- 
ated beings that we have innumerable creatures 
placed below us, calculated both for our uſe, 
and delight; —innumerable things about us 
each contributing to our advantage and con- 
veniency. The whole viſible ſyſtem ſeems 
to conſpire our happineſs, and were it not 
for our own faults, were it not for perverſc- 
neſs and ill management on our ſide, except” 
ing ſome natural evils 7h18 corruptible aud 
mortal is naturally ſubject to, and even 
theſe might be much alleviated by a virtuous 
courſe of life, a prudent and wiſe conduct, 
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ve ſhould find this preſent world a kind of 
paradiſe, and ſhouid taſte here in part what 
we ſhould enjoy hereafter in full. 
Tursn indecd are great inſtances of God's 
loving kindneſs towards us, «whoſe mercies are 
over all his works. But {til} when we extend 
the proſpect, carry our views higher, look 
forward into another ſtate of being, into the 
Joys that are ſet before us, the joy e of our Lord, j- 
; our prefent fitnation eligible as it is, our pre- 
ſent happineſs, when it is at the higheſt, 
ſeems to be but a low gradation to the more 
tranſcendent bleſſings which we know to be 
prepared for us in manjions above. Thers we 
ſhall be equal to the angels, whoſe pleaſures 
are the praiſes of Gop; we ſhall be en- 
tirely freed from the embarraiſments that at- 
tend this life, for we ſhall be chang d; and 
what is fron in difhonour ſhall be raiſed in 


Sos glory, and as we have borne the image of the 


earthly, woe ſhall alſo bear thei image of the hea- 
venly, the image of him that is gone before, 
whois eig ſpirit. We ſhall be 
no more ſubject to the laws of matter and 
mortality, nor ſhall we once ſhudder at the 
apprehenſions of an impending dilſolution. 
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We. ſhall Be life even. unto Gop himſch 
for awe hall fee him as he 35. We ſhall know | 
Gop more perfectly, for now we ſee thro" a 
_ glaſs darkly, then face to face; now I know in 
part, ſalth the apoitle, but then ag all J know 
even as I am tnown, 
Ab this will be the nighe ſt advancement 
our knowledge ca. be capable of. For every 
kind. of knowledge is excellent in proportion 
to the excellency of the object it is conver- 
ſant about; and as G0 D, and his truths are 
the moi excellent, the mott fublime of all 
objects, nay as much tranſcendent to all other 
objects as the heavens are above the earth: 
therefore 2. knowlege of theſe divine things 
mult be ſupriſingly excellent and delightful, 
more, much more, than at preſent We Cal 
gueſs at. This alſo will bring to maturity 
and perfection a principle t that is naturally 
unprinted upon the human mind i the de- 
ſire of knowledge, in ſome degree or other, 
being the reigning: paſſion of the ſoul in 
all ages of the world. The purſuit of it, 
tho' requiring the cloſeſt and hardeſt appli- 
cation, is yet attended. with an high degree 
ol pleaſure; and the attainment of it gives us 
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a conſiderable ſatisfaction, The mind of 
man is impatient of ignorance, and is pleas d 
with every new diſcovery. Every one juttly 
values himſelf upon the enlargement of his 
ideas, and indeed a man of ſcience aud know- 

ledge, if he apply his talents properly, has 
been always look'd upon as great and lau- 
dable character.. 1 : 

Or all the different objects of knowledge 
then, as there are great diverſities, there are 


none more ſuitable to the dignity of man, 

none which afford him more raviſhing de- 

lights in the contemplation, than thoſe of a 
divine and moral nature. A due ſtudy upon 
theſe topics not only makes us wiſer, but bet-' 
ter; not only improves the underſtanding, but 
mends the heart; and I could ardently wiſh 
mankind would beſtow more time and pains 
upon Vheſe things neceſſary. All ſcience is, 
no doubt, uſeful and agreeable, and may be 
applicable to good purpoſes; but ſtill it can 
be of no longer ſervice to us than the frame 
of this world continues. The knowledge of 
things divine and moral, and this is a great 
_ excellency, will reach to another ſtate, when 
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I22 SERMON ; VII. 
all viſible things will be be difloly'd. The 
objects of this knowledge, which are Gor 
and his divine truths, will remain for ever, 
and will conſequently be an everlaſting ſource 
of eternal pleatures. 

As the improvements, therefore, we make 
m 5 tude thioes e moſt of all conduce to 
the advancement of human happinels, ſo the 
vaſt enlargements we ſhall receive in theic 
points in another ſtate of being, will perfe® 
it, and I don't doubt will be a great part of 
our bliſs, When the objects of our faith 
ſhall become the objects of our knowledge, 
when the great and unſcarchable myſterics 
of the holy goſpel, which at preſent we can-- 
not otherwiſe ſee into than by the eye of 
faith, and which every one is naturally defi- 
rous of knowing, will be plainly and evi- 
dently ſhewn us; when the whole ſcheme 
of divine providence ſhall be unravelled, and 
when we ſhall know our Maker, the foun- 
tain of all knowledge, as far, I preſume, 48 
may be poſſible for finite to comprehend 
infinite; — ſuch a perfection of knowledge as 
this muſt conſequently advance human na- 
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ture to a degree of perfection and happineſs, 
which we cannot now conceive, 

AND this 1s not the on e which 
we, thro' the blefſed hope of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
aſpire to, and are TIM 1 look for hereafter: 
The image of Gop, which we loſt 1 upon the 
tall in Adam, will be again happily renew'd 
by the redemption in Chriſt, and will ap} ear 
—_— and with more reſplendent luſtre. 

e hall be transformed into the ſimilitude 
4 the fort 75 God, for TE" [ball allo bear the 
rage of the heaventy, the holy one <who is gone 

40 prepare a of ce for us in his fat ther's bo uſe, 
10 re there are many Ws ſhall be 
like him, in the affections and difpoſition of 
Hur fouls; - we ſhall reſemble him in holrnefs, 
in per/eft love, in benevolence and univerſal 
good Will, —and conſequent to this purity of 
affoctions, this holineſs of diſpoſition, we ſhall 
be | like him in happin els. We ſhall have no 

corrupt appetites to ſtruggle with; 20 law 
in cur members to contradiet the law of the 
ſpirit, our choice of that which is good will 
be conſtant and invariable, and onr proſecu- 
tion of it will be regular and uninterrupted. 


r 


124 SERMON VII. 
'Tarsx arc the hopes of the chriſtian pro- 
feflion, the exalted and glorious objects of 
the chriſtian faith. Theſe are the deſirable, 
the lovely proſpects of the godly and religi- 
ous, the guards of their virtue, the rewards 
of their obedience, and the recompenſe of 
their piety. And being called ti ſuch an hope, 
and having fuch gracious promfes made to us, 
who would obitinateiy reject theſe offers of 
peri. ction, and terminate his views in the 
grave?—who w ould be remiſs in the purſuit 
ot the glory fet before 152—or who would ne- 
glect the one thing nec fe v. 4 to gain the 
whole «world? . 1 IP 
Tux heathens, tis allowed, had ſome ob- 
{cure notions of a fature ſtate, of a retributi- 
on of rewards and puniſhments in an hereaf- 
ter time, according to their demeanour in the 
| preſent; but the common depravity of man- 
kind, the abuſe of religion, their idolatrous 
and ſcandalous worthip, made this the object 
of their fears, rather than their hopes; for 
what indeed could they hope from the per- 
formance of fo irrational, fo abſurd a ſervice. 
Tu philoſophers among them might in- 
deed conclude, from the very nature of things, 


THE ADVANTAGES Of RELIGION. 125 


that virtue ſhould be regarded, and emin- 
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ently diſtinguiſhed in another {tate; but 
what could this avail them, when they muſt 


be conſcious of their inabilities in the caſe, 
that they fell very ſhort of that ſtrict rectitude 
which virtue required; and even when they 
jaw and approved of what was good and 
laudable, they follow'd the worle. In ſhort, q 
their reaſon ſufficiently convinced chen of 
4 tele errors and defects, but they had entirely 
rgot the .promis'd remedy, or at leaſt ſo 
wretchec ily corrupted the tradition, that they 
00 ald not apply for proper aſſiſtance. | 
Tis the goſpe 1 of Chr 716 therefore, and 
this only, that hath 7 ought life and i immor=- 
tality into a clear light, ond to them who are 
Chrift Feſus, who walk not after the fleſh, 
FER after the ſpirit, there is therefore now no 
condemnation. In this bleſſed diſpenſation 
we have the myſtery, and we may add the 
mercy of our falvation, as far as is neceſſar Y, : 
reveal'd uuto us. 5 | 
Here we are informed in all points that 
ſerve the purpoſes of our ſalvation. We | 
have light given us whereupon to ground a 


' folid faith, and entertain a cerlain e. of. 
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good things io come. The terms of out ac 
ceptance with Gop, and with Chi, are de- 
clar'd from heaven, our imperfections are 
made whole, our fins are forgiven, thro' the 
merits of our Lokp who made the atonement, 
and the abundant gooancls of GOD who Heu. 
erh mercy. . 

To conclude with ſome reflect tions upor! 

whot has been ſaid. 


Som men make 4 ſtra: ge uſh of their 


_ reaſon when they labour all they can to over- 
throw this foundation of hope, this ground 
of truth, this inexhauſtible ſource of all Joy. 
But theſe mens reaſon muſt certainly be un- 
der the influence of the fleſh «wb7ch Jufteth a- 
ganft the Jparie. The paſions have fo entirely 
gain'd it over to their party, that it will hear- 
ken to nothing but what makes for their in- 
tereſt, and gratiſies their deſires. Let theſe 
men ſhew us, if they can, what ſingle evil 
the chriſtian religion brings with it; nay, let 
them ſhew us what fingle evil, either moral 
or natural, it doth not endeavour to remove 
or leſſen. And if they can't do this, they 
ſhould at leaſt, for their own fakes, give a fair 
Hearing to the yoo” it propoſes, to the advan- 
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cages it carries with it. And if they find, upon 
impartial enquiry, that there is amy real good 

in the chriſtian ſaith and doctrine, they ſhould 
certainly, if they are wiſe, accept of ahe offer, 
They ſhould lay aſide the pail ſon and the pre- 
judice of their authors, who have fabliſhly 
and ablurdly reafoned horatolies and their 
tollowers out of their hopes, and raiſed round 
about them hic clouds of darkneſs, horror 
and deſpair, If theſe pretend to lay, in or- 
der to avoid the odious character of an atheiſt, 
that they own and believe the great truths of 
Gov, as far as theſe intereſting points may be 
diſcoverable by reaſon only; and alledge that 
\ reaſon, as much impair'd and wea ken'd as it 
may be, and unaflifted with any revelation, 
is a ſufficient guide in matters of religion; 
gives information adequate to all the purpoſes 
of i it; let them conſider that this is haſtening 
back to heatheniſm, and preferring the re- 
ligion of groſs Idolaters, at leaſt the imperfect, 
unſettled and wayering religion of an heathen 


philoſopher, to the perfect, pure, end undeſiled 5 


religion of Cbriſt. A religion founded upon 
fix d and eſtabliſhed principles, which admits 
neither of heſitation nor wavering in the hearts 


Rr 


123 SERMON VII. 
of thoſe who are true believers, and real 
chriſtians. 
Tux caſe is this; whatever Improvements 
human reaſon might have made in the goſpe! 
age; whatever conſiſtent ſchemes of na- 
tural religion may be formed upon the prin- 
ciples of reaſon, thus enlighten'd; theſe ad. 
vantages ſhould not, I think, be allowed of, 
on the fide of the infidel, and in disfavour of 
revelation; and if we take reaſon in a ſenſe 
quite abſtracted from the improvements it 
receives from the revealed word, it will be 
the ſame, and quite as ſhort hghted in divine 
- matters now, as it was eighteen hundred year 
ago in the heathen world; and e ee 
the religion founded upon it will be the very 
fame, and quite as abſurd, as that of the E. . 
gyptian, the Greck, or the Roman. I 
_ Can the free-thinkers (as they are pleaſed 
to adopt that name, tho' in reallity they very 
much abuſe the appellation) preſume to ſay, 
that the wiſeſt and moſt expert of their party, b 
had he liv'd in the time of Ariſtotle or Cicero, = 
could have thought better or juſter upon the Ne 
matters of religion than they did? They were. 
certainly men of ſenſe, application and e 
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"THE ADVANTAGESOF RELIGION. 129 
tenfiveknowledge inall human affairs. Which 
of our free-thinkers could match them either 
in reaſoning or oratory? L1 believe it will be 
an hard matter to produce any. And yet 
theſe ancient iages tail'd, utterly fail'd, in all 
divine knowledge, and cauld not _ the 


errors chey Kne to be ſuch. *The iſeſt 


% 


© of them, lay s an eminent father, ex ul ded 
« the idolatrous and falſe re ligion of thoſe 


times, becauſe they knew it to be falſe; 


but, adds he, they could not introduce the 
true one, becauſe they knew not what it 
Was, nor where to be found. 

TuIs then in fact was the caſe with the 
heathens of old; they awe re carried away unto 
dumb idols even as they were led, T hey were 
in reality «0/thout God in the world. This is 
the caſenow in countries that were once chriſt- 


ian, but are wretchedly fallen back; and this 
would be the cate with us too, were the gotpel 


light totally and unhappily remov'd, Strange 
infatuation! that men who pretend to have 


any ſhare of reaſon ſhould be ady ocates for 5 
groſs idolatry and paganiſin. 


* 
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120 S ERM ON VII. 

AGAIN, in the important affairs of religion, 
I can't poſſibly conceive why reaſon and re. 
velation ſhould be ſet at variance. Let any 
one prove that revelation is an unreaſonabl- 
thing; —teaches any unreaſonable doctrine 
which is purely Scri iptural; —exacts any un- 
reaſonable duty, and then they might indeed 
have ſome pretence to diſcard it. But this 
never has been done, nor ever will be, 
Without it is by cavil and ſophiſtr —bad 
means indeed to ſupport a weak cauſe. It 
we enquire into the origin of reaſon as well 
as of revelation, we ſhall, doubtleſs, find 
thera both come from the ſame ſource. Rea- 
ſon is certainly a ray of divinity, and is ca- 
pable of employing itſelf in the contempla- 
tion of divine ſubjects. Uncorrupt reaſon 1s 
defirous of knowing, and alſo of doing the 
will of Gov. Revelation comes from Gov, 
contains an expreſs declaration of the will of 
Gov, and aſſiſts us in the methods of doing 
his will in all things; ſo that upon the whole, 
revelation and reaſon are, if properly em- 
ploy'd, concern'd in the fame cauſe, and 
ate intended Lor promoting the tame good 
Work. 
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FARTHER, tis undeniable that there are 
gradations in natural reaſon and knowledge. 
One man excells another, and thoſe of 1: fe- 
rior underſtanding are glad to be inform'd by 
thoſe who know better, ef; PECta ly in the moſt 
intereſting points. Why then ſhould the 


moſt exalted fate of human reaſon, improy'd 


? 
| 1. E: 2 | » 4 ave $ ER 6 & 6 
and cultivated to the very uttnoſt, diſdain to 


4 


be inform'd by the almighty. Gop, who is 
the very fountain of all knowledge, all. rea- 
ton, and all underſtanding; —who is fo much 
ſuperior to us, that our wWildom is no more 
in his fight than an atom is in the whole ex- 


pance, or a drop of water in the whole ocean. 


What can it be then that ſets reaſon 2 againſt 
revelation without it be pride and affected 


fin gularity. 


Trxst reaſoners then would 40 well not 
7 lean too much to their own underſtanding, but 


receive the light which cometh from above, leit 


it might be ſuſpected of them, and indeed in 


moſt part of their conduct they give us ſome 
uch ſulpicion, that they hate the ligbt, neither 


come to the light, becauſe heir deeds are evil, 


And let thoſe, alſo, who hold the profeſſion 
af the chriſtian Faith, wall: n e of Le 3 


132 SERMON VI. 

and take great care not % held the truth in 
rnrighteouſneſs, and thereby give great offence 
to thoſe who are without. Our colling being 
an hol; calling, e lud prrify curfetves even 


as he is pure that calleth us. Our rcligion be- 


ing the moſt excellent, our converſation 
ſhould likewiſe bear a proportion to it, and 
be os it becometh the goſpel of Chriſt, We 
ſhould not look upon chi iſtianity as a mere 
{peculative ſcience, as if Chriſt came into the 
world oniy to amuſe our underſtanding, but 
hould let the precepts of it fink deep in- 
to our hearts, have a practical influence over 
our whole lives and actions, and by thi. 
means carry on the true intent of it, e fat- 
vation of our fouls, For be, faith our Lok p, 
that doth the will of my father hall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. And again he fays, 
if ye know theſe things, and do them, uy are 


ve. 


Hap p then would it be 1 us, if inſtead = 

of being ſo intent upon worldly enjoy- | 

5 5 ments; if inſtead of being lo obedient tc | 
LS every kind of folly, ſo eaſily ſeduced by every 
allurement of pleaſure, by every bait of Ml 
profit, at the ex XPEnce of virtue and godli- g i 


SE... 


= 
IF 
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neſs;—if inſtead of ſuch vain purſuits, we 


ſhould carry our views higher, direct them 
to better objects, confider the dignity of our 


nature, whoſe image we have ſtampt upon 


us, and to what degree of perfection we ſhall 


be rais'd when wwe ſhall become ? % ſome ſenſe 
[ihe unto him who mad: 25. And that we 
may become fo, let us above all th Ts, and : 
in all things, exerciſe curſoFors unto godlineſs, 
Let our lives here be fpent 2 all holy and god- 


by c onverſaticn, i 1 ſetting for: th the glory of 


Gop, and ms the; good of man, hap- 


pily confidering that the * of God is no leſs 


{han eternal life thro' Te Ys Chr, t our Lord. 


Nox to Gop the Father, &c. 
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SER MON VIE. 


On the FirrH CoMMuanDugxt. 


PETE TLEDEREEEAN DANA MARE CACELEEATAEEARERDY 
Publiſh'd at the Requeſt of a LADY. 


CEECAEDANDANECAVARANARAVARAAVANY AMAA NA EE 


Res. 20. 12. 


Honour thy father and thy mother: that th ; 
days may be long in the land which the 
LoRD thy Gop giveth thee. 


s the duty of children to parents is 

* A * very great and of the utmoſt obli- 
* gation, ſo is the due diſcharge of it 
attended with the greateſt and utmoſt advan- 
tages. For to the very commandment, you 9 
ſce, there is annexed a peculiar bleſſing, i. e. 5 : . 
I that thy days may be long in the land which the 1 
Lord thy God giveth thee. This command- 


—— — — 22 EP 


136 SERMON VII. 
ment of Cop was firſt given to the children of 
Ifrael by the hand of Moſes, and it is enjoin' g 
the children of the Epheſians by St. Paul, and 
recommended to their practice by the mot 
encouraging motives; honour thy father and 
mother, taith he, «which is the firſt commandmen:/ 
with promiſe, that it may be well with thee, and 
that thou mayeſt live long upon the earth. And 
the apoſtle to the Coloſhons; Children, faith he, 
obey your parents in all things, for this is el! 
pleafing unto the Lord. Here then it is very 
| plain and diſcernible that this commandment 
is particularly diſtinguiſhed byan abſolute 5 © 
miſe to thoſe who obey it ;—that their days 
will be long here, which is a thing deſirable 
to human nature, and, I believe, the private 
wiſh of every one; and not only this, but dur- 
ing this length of days, their years will be 
happy, it will be well with them, Gop will 
proſper them and bleſs them; things will. 
thrive in their poſſeſſion, the labour of thei: 
hands will turn to good account, and they 
themſelves ſhall enjoy abundance of / Joy and 
gladueſs. %% ũ n; 
Ap indeed” we may cafily conceive. the 
wiſdom of Gop, in affixing o expreſs a pro- : 
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miſe to this commundment;—an exact per- 
formance of it, and a dus cbedienc> to it, 
being the foundation of all motal and focal 
duty. Thoſe children who are refractory, diſ- 
obedient and undutiful to their parents, will 
5 "IN if ever, turn out to be good ſabjects of 
my kind; they will neither be dutiful to 
their king, obedient to the laws of their 
land, nor uſeful to their country. Socicty 
an t ſubſiſt in any degree + of happineſs with- 
co a ſubordination of men; and there can 
be no good goverment wit! out Obedience E. 
11 me: foundation of it therefore be not laid 
here, i. e. in the duty and obe. Jience Lat 15 
due 155 children to parents, and Where 
there is a natural right to demand it, there 
will be no great proſpect of ſeeing the prac- 
tice of it in a CO! mmunity or focial life. Dit- 
obedience in youth wall, 'tis to be feared, be 
diſobedience in age, WY often of very bad 
conſequence; 'tis a weed that will grow 
een cultivation, and if not rooted gut be- 
times will ver- run the ground, that the feds 
of duty and grace Can : hard] ay grow in the 
lame foil, 1 . 


8 


138 SERMON VI. 
Six therefore this early duty is of ſo 


great importance, and that fo much depends 
upon the due diſche: rge of it, it will not, I 


hops, be an unprofitable undertaking, ſhould 


I endeavour to explain the nature of it, and 
. e ERA ane +» 2 | 
enforce its practice upon the younger people 


to whom it more immediately relates. An! 


in order to do this with more advantage, I 

ſhall lay before you in a plain ealy manner, 
the nature and extent of this duty you oe 
to your parents. ; 

. II then, you are commanded, and your 
bounden duty it is, to honour your father 
and mier; and this means that you 


ſhould have a very great cfteem and regard 
for them —that you ſhould value them very 


highly, reſpect them very greatly ; and ev 


preſs this value, this regard and eſteem in e- 


very part of your behaviour, both by words 
and action. All your actions therefore, i. e. 
every thing you do muſt be conſiſtent w ith 
the honour and reſpect you | owe them. 
When you are in their preſence you muſt car- 
ry yourſelves with awe and reverence p—=7ou 
muſt ſhew neither forwardneſs nor perverſe- 
neſs neither pertnclnc nor contempt, neither 
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| ON THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT. 139 
| ſtubborneſs, nor even indifferency in any part 
of your behaviour; for theſe are all very un- 
becoming and indecent, inconſiſtent with 
that honour you are commanded to pay them, 
and what is their right to demand of you, 
IN your words and expreſſions it is your 
duty 7o take heed not to offend in this point, by 
_ aying any thing diſreſpectfu , refractory, 
Sor what may by any means diſcover ill 
will, or ill nature; for this ſhocks a parent, 
and cuts off the hopes he may be willing to 
conceive of you. Let your words therefore 
be few, and your anſwers modeſt; not con- 
tradic ting, but reſting ſatisfied with their 
| —diQtates; with defference to their better and 
Z ſuperior judgment, and as coming from 
thoſe who have authority over you. You 
muſt not dare to ſpeak ill of your parents be- 
fore others, nor any thing diſparaging either 
of their conduct, diſcretion, or management. 
In a word, all your deportment, all your car- 
riage whether in their preſence, or out of it; 
your comings in, and your goings out muſt 
be ſo ordered by you, as to ſhew and ſignify 
the greats WA, decency, and honour. | 
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2% Ir is your bounden duty to love your 
parents; you muſt bear them kind and ten- 
der affections; you muſt have ſuch a real 
kindneſs for them, as will make you defirous 

of all manner of good to them; your love 
muſt and ought to be fo great towards them 
as not only to with them all manner of good 

and happineſs, but you muſt alſo endeavour, 
to the utmoſt of your power, to become in- 
ſtrumentadl in promoting their good, by doinę 


= every thing you think may turn to their ad- 

: vantage, contribute to their caſe, and give 
them joy and gladneſs of heart; and on the 
5 other hand, you mult ſtrictly refrain from 

4 doing any thing that may any ways diſturb, 

N grieve or diſquiet them. You muſt not even 
in your moſt private thoughts with them any 
harm; you mult not even inwardly repine at 
any reftraint that they may prudentially lay 

= :- upon you, tor, tho* you may, for want of 
; en think this hard for the preſent, 3 
BM yet it will certainly be for your good. 

As Ax, the love you owe to your parents 


is ſo great, that you ought to conſult their ſ -H 
| tisfaction, before the moſt innocent pleaſures _ 
„ of your own. You muſt never purſue any _—_ 
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zmuſement or diverſion how agrecable fucver 


they may ſeem to be, c contrary to their incli- 


nations, and which conlequentiy will give 
them uneafinels. Y ou ſhout tay aſidle any 
trifling pleaſure of your own, undergo any 


diſappointment in your own expectations, 
rather than be the cauſe of any trouble and 
anxiety to your parents, who have the Care 
and weifare of you to much at heart, and 
which ought of conſequence to dem rand the 


moſt tender expr eſſion 18 of love and kindneſs 
on your {1de. 

3 * - Tur third duty you owe your parents, 
is obedience. The word obedience, in a 


more limited ſenſe, ſignifies a readineſs and 
willingneſs of doing, and that chearfully, 
without murmuring, of even the leaſt reluc- 


tancy, whatever juſt and lawful commands 
are laid upon you, and enjoin'd you; and on 


the contrary to refrain from doing th oſe things 
that are prohibited and forbidden. But 1 
mould think, that obedience with 1 'egard to 


parents, may very fairly be uſcd in a more 
extenſive ſenſe. A filial obedience then, 


Stounded upon the principles of love and gra- 
titude, will not always wait for the com- 
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mand, nor vet at all times want the reſtraint. 
To be only acquainted with ones duty is en- 
ough for a good ſubject ; he'll want no other 


motive to put it in practice, than merely to 


know, that he ought to do ſo. All duties 
from one to another are certain demands 
which one is abſolutely entitl'd to, and when 
thoſe duties are faithfully di iſcharg' d, tis do- 


doing What the other would have expected 
to be done, and conſequently acting 1 in obe- af 


dience to a tacit command. 
OBEDIENCE therefore, eſpecially in the 


latter ſenſe of the word, i. e. a ready and 

wi illing obedience is the teſt of alt other du- 
ties, and a certain ſign of a good diſpoſition. 
Good children who honour, reſpect, and love 


their parents, will of conſequence do every 


thing that is agreeable to them; — will obey 
all their lawful commands, and will even 

” ſtudy to pleaſe. This is the characteriſtick 
of good and well deſpoſed children, and how 


amiable, how delightful, nay how comfort- 
able ſuch a behaviour is to the e can be 
much eaſier felt than deſcribed. 


On the other hand, wicked, refractory, 


and ill diſpoſed children, who diſobey their 
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parents, and are for that very reaſon odions 
and deſpicable both in the fight of Gop and 


man, do by their diſobedience manifeſtiy de- 


clare that they neither eſtzem nor honour. 
them. Theſe unhappy wretches are an un- 
tpea! kable grief and torment, or in the lan- 
guage of Solomon, are an heavineſs, and in- 


deed an unſupportable one, to their honeſt 
and induſtrious parents, who ſpared neither 


colt nor labour in the diſcharge of FEY duty 


towards them, 1/7 rain! 71 P th; . up 792 the 
way they ſhould go but upon the whole, 


and upon the iſſue of all, they are moſt inju- 


rious to themſelves, for they will be the moſt 
laſting ſufferers, and will feel the effects of 
their undutifulneſs to the lateſt ſtage Ot life, 


When their Parents are laid low in the darth, 


and when they are got clear from rettraint, 


very happily as they imagine; — when they 
have taken their full ſwing of unbridied li- 
: berty;--when they have over-acted them- 
ſelves in vice and debauchery, Which their 
parents took ſo much pains to keep them 


from, —they will find to their irretricv- 


able ſorrow, that their undutifulneſs in this 


; point has been the {qurce of all their miſcar- 
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riages, all their misfortunes; and that they 
have by this means, f. e. by breaking the 
nmandment, forfeited the promiſe annex- 
ed to it. Ol, 


Lak EN, therefore, my good child to the 
admonitions of thy father, a b 
the counſel of thy mother. Take the advice 
of $9519 tlie wiſeſt of men, my fon, faith be 
he: 6 884 be it "TEC 77% of thy © ather, and forfake 
not the 1 of thy mether. Tor they ſhall be 
an gramme, grace unto thy head, and chains 


about thy neck, And ag.n the fame divine 


author, my fon keep thy Salerno e 


? 


and /or/ake not the law of thy mother. Bind 


rem co1tnuaily upon thine heart, and tie them 
cut thy neck, When thou goejl, it ſhall lrad 
5 when thou fler peſt, it ſhall keep thee; and 


when FI wakeſt it f all talk wwith thee. For - 


Ibo e is a lamp; and the law 


light; and repro s of 11 ufrudtion are in 0 


way 85 life. 


Lr nothing therefore obſtruct or hinder 
you in the courſe of this duty, Let neither 


perverſeneſs of temper, nor too great a fond- 


neſs for pleaſures; let neither inattention, nor 
any bad habit you may have contracted, 
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make you any way remiſs in any one part of 
it, Learn obedience when you are young, 
and you will be able to govern when you 
are old. Treaſure up and reme 1nber carc- 


fully the precepts once given you tor the 
conduct of your life and manners, and form 


your behaviour ac cordingly. Thus you will 
be 3 glory to yourtelves, an or nament to hu- 
man nature, and a plcaſure to ay ou will 


fin; L favour in the ſig b. of God and man, and | 


al} would with the whole human race were 


modelled after ſuch lovely patterns. This 
is the only recompenſe you can make at this 


time of day, for the care and anxiety your 


parents mult have undergone in bringing 


you to this ; period of life. 
Bur 4" Tis the duty of children, as it 
18 expreſſed i in our excellent church catechiſin 


to ſuccour their father and mother. i. e. to 
return them the ſame good offices of kindneſs 
and aſſiſtance, if wanted, as they themſelves _ 
received at their hands. A child in his in- 
fancy is the moſt helpleſs creature in the 
whole creation; and ſo may a parent become 


in his old age, Who then is the fitteſt, and 


T 


e I eee te one page i Pere 0 


who indeed is under greater obligations to 
relieve, aſſiſt and comfort an aged parent 
than his own Child? who once ſtood in need 

: of the ſame aids, and had them plentifully 

adminiſtred unto them by parental care, 

The laws of common gratitude would cer- 
5 tainly oblige one to this, were the precepts of 
religion and the commandments of God to have 
no influence in the matter. 

WHATEVER therefore the wants of a pa- 
rent may be, whether weakneſs or infirmity 
of body, decayedneſs of underſtanding, po- 
verty or lowneſ« of eſtate, in one or in all ; 

of theſe caſes the child is bound by the laws 
1 of Gop, the principles of gratitude, the dic- 


tates of reaſon and conſcience, to aſſiſt and Y 


| relieve, to ſuccour and comfort him, (ſhould 


be come to ſuch circumſtances, to the ut- 
molt of his power, and to the extent of the 
ability which Gor hath been pleaſed to put 
into his hands. And that thus much is im- 
plied i in the fifth commandment, our Savi- 
our, who came to fulfil the law, and to 
teach righteouſneſs in greater perfection, 
plainly i informs us. When he charges the 
 Phar iſees with rejectin 8 the commandments of 
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ON THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT, 147 
God that they might Beep their oN“ tradition, 
he brings this as a ſtrong and glaring inſtance 
of their doing ſo. Fon Maſes jaid, and God 
commanded, faith our LoRD, honeur thy father 
and thy mother. But ye fay, if a man ſhall Jay 
10 his father or mother, it is Cox BAN, that 
is lo ſay, a gift by whatſnever thou migbteft 
have been profited by me, he ſhall be free. 
And ye Her biin 7:0 more to do bilghi fer his 
father or his mother. Mal King the 4word of 
Cod of no effect thro' your tradition, which ye 
have deliwer d. The Jews then /aying aſide 
the commandment of God, written in the law, 
and holding the antiſcriptural and ſuperſtiti- 
ous traditions of men, invented pr obably by 
ſome with a lucrative deſign, had a very 
2 and un natural way of diſengaging them- 
ſelves from the obligations they were under 
of relieving their parents by dedicating their 
poſſl ſſions to a religious uſe; and on that ac- 
count, were no more ſuffer d to do ought even 
or a father ar a mother tho' in the greateſt 5 
exigency. This our Loxp ſeverely repre- 
hends, and ſhews them that by this tra- 
dition, be the pretence ever ſo ſpecious, they 
vidlated the fifth commandment, No ex- 


* 1 n 
1 = * — — 4 ” = * 5 NY r er ergy ney ene 


148 s ERM ON VII. 


cuſe therefore can ſetve to lay aſide this duty 


of ſuccouring and relieving a parent in any 
kind af diſtreſe; no, not even a religious de- 
dication Will be able 0 palliate ſo great a ne 
2 8 ,—fo great a wie Wedel. 
II NIN endeavour'd to enumerate 

and „ the ſeveral duties of children 
parents, 1 ſhall 30 on to ſhew farther the * 
rious Ob! Zations ariſing both from nature 
reaſon, and religion which enforce the prac 
tice of theſe ſeveral duties. 


iſt, Tux, there is an obligation ariſing 


5 from the ties and laws of nature which makes 


it the bounden duty of all children to He 
their father and mother in the moſt extenfi 
ſenſe of the cc mmand. The parents are the 
perſons who, next under Gop, are the au- 
thors of your being, and as being is more e- 
ligible than no being: there ariſes from hence 
an obligation of regard and honour to tholc 
. perſons whom Gop has been pleas'd to ap. 
| point as a ſecond cauſe of ycur exiſtence. 
They have alſo by natural right an authority 
over you, as being prior in the ſucceſſion and 
order of numem nature. 1 a long while 
belore you come to any ſenſe and knowledy: 
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09 THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT. 149 
of things, and when you arrive to ſome age, 
when you receive tome impreſſions, and take 


| ſome notices of what you ſee and hear, yet 


theſe are mere ſurpriſes upon your minds, 
that you can't as yet form any regular ideas 
Of ;- you CAN ma ke no juſt and proper inſer- 


ences from cauſes to effects, and therefore 


cannot conduct yourſelves, to any advantage 


thro! the various incidents and OCCUITences | 
&f human life. And this truth you may know 
by 00 frepuent and v ery unhappy experience, 


when thro” the indulgence of parents, or the 
ſoſs and removal of them too ſoon, young peo- 


being left to their own management, left to 
80 their Own way I ithout reſtriction Or 


advice, pur ſue their own ruin; — become 2 


pray to the wick 4 part of the world, Who 


arc too apt to take adva; tages of this Kind; 


become a prey to t ter Own luſts, contract 
i habits, and deſty Oy themſe les utter ly be- 


fore they are hard ly aware of it.— All theſe 
defects then in Knowledge and e wa" are 
= ſupplicd by the cir cumſpection, care and ex- 


perience of your parents, who are your na- 


| taral, and conſequently your moſt faithful 
* guardians; whole directions you ſhould fol- 
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low, and to whoſe authority thus founde: 
upon their ſuperior underſtanding, and caps 
city of governing, you ſhould. nt to. 
You ſhould therefore moſt certainly ver, 
highly honour and eſteem thoſe who are 
very light of your eyes, the guide of your 
paths, and without whom you can neither 
ſce things rightly nor judge of things juſtly, 
nor walk in any perfect way. Very conlii- 
tent then with theſe natural principles and 
reaſon of things, Gop ſtrictly commands you: 
to pay this honour and eſteem, this awe and 
reverence to your parents. Honour thy He 
ber and thy mother is the expreſs command 
ment. And again in Leviticus, Ye ſhall fear 
every man his father and his mother, I ani 
the Lord your. God. And the conſequence 
of the contrary behaviour is very terrible, e 
_ that curſeth, i. e. ſpeaketh ill or revileth ts ; 
Jaller or mother, ſhall ſi rely be put to death. 
2" As to the love and obedience you | 


| owe to your parents, you are under equal ob- 

"i hention: with the former duties. Our love 

ol any perſon naturally ariſes from the real 3 
* FEuindneſs and affection that perſon ſhews us; Me 
=_ from the good. offices he docs for us 
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ON THF-FIFTH COMMANDMENT, 191 
from the care and concern he hath on cur 
behalf; from his conſtant intention of pro- 


moting our welfare and happineſs; and from 


his kind and tender behaviour towards us on 
all occaſions. In ſhort, all the good we ſee 
in another engages our love towards him; 


and if fo, who ſhould be the firſt object of 


ycur love and affection, but your parents? 


When ye were as yet feeble and helpleſs, 
'twas their kind hand that rais'd you up. 
They make it their continual care and con- 


cern not only to provide for the preſent ex- 


igency and neceffity of nature, but providen- 


tially lay up againſt future wants. All the good 


things you enjoy in this world, under the 


providence of Gop, has its ths from this 


fource, the care of your parents. Their in- 
tention is always benevolent, they endeavour 


all they can to bring you into honeſt ways 
and methods of living, and if their circum- 


ſtances will not allow them to leave you the 
poſſeſſon of a e fortuue, yet they ge- 


nerally take care to furniſh you with ho- 
neſt employments, which is often times of 
more teal and laſting advantage, than eſtates 


and inheritances; ſo that on all hands, when : 
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150 SERMON VItt. 
low, and to whoſe authority thus founded 


upon their ſuperior underſtanding, and capa- 
city of governing, you ſhould ſubmit to. 
| You ſhould therefore moſt certainly very 

| highly honour and eſteem thoſe who are the 
very light of your eyes, the guide of your 
paths, and without whom you can neither 


ſce things rightly nor judge of things juſtly; 


nor walk in any per fect way. Very conſiſ- 
tent then with theſe natural principles and 
reaſon of things, Gop ſtrictly commands you 
to pay this honour and eſteem, this awe and 
reverence to your parents. Honour thy Fa- 
ther and thy mother is the expreſs command- 
ment. And again in Leviticus, Ye ſhall fear 
every man his father and his mother, I ant 
| the Lord your God. And the conſequence 
of the contrary behaviour is very terrible, he 
that curſeth, i. e. ſpeaketh ill or revileth is 
ale, or mother, ſhall ſurely be put to death. 
gt Ag; to the love and obedience oy: 
| owe to your parents, you are under equal ob- 
| ligation with the former duties. Our love 
ol any perſon naturally. ariſes from the erk 
kindneſs and affection that perſon ſhews us; 
from the good. offices he does for us, — 
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from the care and concern he hath on our 
behalf; from his conſtant intention of pro- 
moting our welfare and happineſs; and from 
his kind and tender behaviour towards us on 
all occaſions. In ſhort, all the good we ſee 
in another engages our love towards him; 
and if fo, who ſhould be the firſt object of 
your love and affection, but your parents? 
When ye were as yet feeble and helpleſs, 
tas their kind hand that rais'd you up. 
b They make it their continual care and con- 
F< cern not only to provide for the preſent ex- 
igency and neceſſity of nature, but providen- 
tially lay up againſt future wants. All the good 
things you enjoy in this world, under the 
providence of Gop, has its riſe from this 
ſource, the care of your parents. Their in- 
tention is always benevolent, they endeavour 
all they can to bring you into honeſt ways 
and methods of living, and if their circum- 
| ſtances will not allow them to leave you the 
x poſſeſſion of a plentiful fortuue, yet they ge- . 
| nerally take care to furniſh you with ho- 
| rieſt employments, which is often times of 
more teal and laſting advantage, than eſtates 
and nee ſo that on all hands, when 5 
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152 SERMON VII. 
the parent has diſcharged his truſt faithfully, 
you may, if it be not your own faults, go 
thro' the world with honour and credit. 
Ac the parents affections and tender- 
neſs are n aturally very great towards you; they 
ſym pathiſe with you in all your ſorrows, par- 
take of your troubles, and are the greateſt 
ſharers in all your misfortunes. You are ne- 
ver grieved, but they are affiied ; they fly 
to your relief, and will run the riſque of any 
danger rather than leave you unaſſiſted. And 
if ſuch a kind and tender behaviour as this 
will not engage your love, and incite your | 
obedience what can? You: mult be harder 
than the Rocks, and more favage than the 


Ds, herceſt of the brute beaſts, it it does not. Sure 
: ly then the caſt return you can make i is your . 


ſincere love, eſteem and value for them 
And this love and eſteem will ſhew its elf R 
in your outward actions, which is the Teſt 


Of all inward ſentiments, and will terminate 


in a willing obedience to their juſt and 


equitable commands. Indeed vou may 1 


very well aſſured, that they who have your 


intereſt ſo much at heart will not command 


you to do any thing that will be injurious to 


a9 —— nn — — — = — hw at Anibbgsedad 6 ai 4 K . 


you, nor will they make you forbear any 


ready and chearful. 
0 proceed, the NE of Obetiinee to pa- 


without reſerve to all their lawful commands, 
in all things not conti ary to the command- 

ments ene, 
FARTHER, That there 18 an obligation up- 

on children to ſupply the wants and neceſ- 
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thing that will be any ways to your real Inter- 
eſt and welfare, Therefore your obedience, as 
founded upon love and reſpect, ſhould be 


filial, pious and willing, and your compliance 


rents is not only implied in the fifth com- 
mandment, but alſo expreſſly enjoin'd by 
the apoſtle in ſeveral places of the holy Gof- 
pel. Children obe * your parents in all things, , 
for this, faith the apoſtle, 7s cell pleafs, ng ute 
the Lord. Your obedience therefore ari- 
ſing from theſe motives muſt be entire and 


ſities of their parents, ſhould the caſe be fo, 
is at firſt fight apparent. The goſpel rule is, 
and our Lokp's own precept, a5 ye would that 

inen ſhould ds unto you, 4% ye 40% to them like- 

_ wiſe] This is a general command with re. 


one o the benevolence that ſhould fublift 
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among men of no other relation to each 
other than that general one of human nature. 
Much more binding 3s 1t upon thoſe of par- 
_ ticular and very near relation, ſuch as a child 
to his parent; and much more heinous is the 
neglect of it. Conſider then the matter at 
this time when you are capable of doing good 
: offices for your parents, and make it your own. 
caſe; which may one day or other be ſo in 
reality. Put yourſelves in their places, and 
circumſtances. Suppoſe yourſelves only to 
be reduced, by age or accident, to any kind of 
Want, or brought to any kind of diftreſs;--of 
whom would you expect relief: certainly 
of your children; and you might, with juſt 
reaſon think it an hardſhip, ſhould they 
have fo little concern for you as to put you. 
to the expence even of a{king it at their hands. 
For thus we have done by them, you may 
ſay, when they were in need; we were ſo- 
licitous in finding out their wants, as well as 
in relieving them. We prevented their pe- 
titions, and therefore the ſame voluntary re- 
turn of kindneſs is but equitable, Tis cruel . 
therefore and unnatural to neglect an ancient 
or infirm parent. To refuſe him thoſe com- 
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forts which ye yourſelves would expect from 
your own children, were it your own calc; 

and not to do him that juſtice which he once 
did you, by a proper return of good offices, 
is the very Height of impiety, and a moſt 
barbarous piece of inhumanity, injuſtice and 


wrong. 1 1 
Having then laid before you the nature 
of theſe ſo im portant duties, and endeavoured _ 
to ſhew you the obligation you are under 
with regard to the practice of them n, what 
now remains, my good children, but briefly 
to exhort you tO gie e a due attention tO theſe 
: good things, and to diſcha urge the part in- 
cumbent upon you to your ou n cred it, praiſe 
and advantage; and to the ſatisfaction and 
good liking of ever y one that knows you. 
If then you would live long at 24 has py upon 
the earth; —if you would ſee ge 00d days; —if 
you would with yourſelves proſoe: rity ;—if 
you would do what is well Preafing ug unto the 
Lord, in whoſe pleaſure. ye live, and in 
whoſe protection ye are ſafe, this is the way. 
For Gop himſelf ſays to the children of = 
rael, honour thy father and thy mother that thy 


: days may be lng in the land which the Lord 
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1% SERMON VII. 
thy Gad giveth thee; and St. Paul, to the B- 
phefrans, as an explanation of the command, 
and to enforce it the ſtronger, honour thy fa- 
ther and thy mother, which is the firſt com- 
mandnont 10100 promiſe, that it may be «well 
with thee, and that thou mayeſt live long upon 
le earth; and again the ſame apoſtle ſays to 
che Colofſuans, children obey your parents in all 
things, for this is well plrafing unto the Lord. 5 
If you would do what is right, the apoſtle a- 
gain exhorts you, f your parents for this 1 ts . 
right. 
REGULARITY of. life ! is the only way to - 
preſerve it, and decency of manners, good 
temper, and good behaviour, is the way to 
make that life eaſy and happy; all which 
good and uſeful qualities you acquire by be- 
ing obedient to your parents, for theſe are 
the very things that good parents would will- 
ingly inculcate into your minds. Diſobedi- 
ent, refractory children, by ſad experience 
we know it, commonly turn out diſſolute, 
wicked and debauch'd. And is not this the 
way to ſhorten one's days, and to make them 
few, full of vexation, pain and trouble?. To 
become the ſcorn and deriſion of all good 
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and wiſe men, and which is worſt of all, to 
become the object of God's juſt vengeance. 
On the other hand, dutiful and obedient 
children do generally prove, if ſome terrible 

corruption of manners don't happen, ſober, 

virtuous, regular. They will of conſequence 
acc their parts in life, to the approbation of 
1 others, and to the great ſatisfaction of them- 
ſelves. They will diſcharge all other rela- 
tive duties as they have done this. The ho- 
nour and reſpect they paid their parents, wWill 
teach thein to honour and teſpect all others, 
according to their reſpective ſtation and good 
qualities; the obedience they learned and | 

practiſed in the early time of life, will na- 
turally cultivate in them a due and proper 


obedience to all thoſe, who for the ſake of 


good government, have authority over them. 
The love and the affection they ſhew'd their 
parents, will create a proportionate love and 
affection towards their friends, neighbours 
and all mankind, Hence it is then, i. e. 
from an happy formation of manners 
when young, that men become uſeful mem- 
bers of ſociety, peaceable and loyal ſubjects 
to their king,--lovers of their country, Hence 
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it is, they become good men and good chri- 
ſtians.— Hence it is they become both pat- 
terns and patrons of virtue. In ſhort, hence 
it is they become every thing that is valuable 
in ſocial life, acting in all things to the g/ory 
of God, and the good of man. And with 
_ theſe good qualities they themſelves will be 
the greateſt gainers, for by this happy means 
they will be eſteemed, honoured, and loved 
by all; they will enjoy abundance of peace 
and tranquility in their own minds; their 
own conſcience will applaud thein for acting 
well; they will be the favourites of men; | 
and, above all, the favourites of Gop, who 
; not only approves of them now, but w:1] re- 
ward them bereafter, for their ell doing. 


Nou to Gop the Father, &c. 
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W F wE examine but very little into 
* 1% the ſlate of human nature, we ſhall _ 
NX ſoon diſcover that we are dependent 
beings not only upon Gop, tho! even this 
we too often forget, but alſo, and in an high 
degree, upon one r Hence then, 1 i. e. 
from this ſtate of dependency, ariſes an in- 
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diſpenſible obligation to religious and cla 
duties. To Gop, to whom we can make 
no mutual returns of good offices, we owe 
thankfulneſs, praiſe, prayer, adoration; and 
as a witneſs of our ſincerity, an entire obedi- 
ence to his will in all things. To man, to 
whom it is in our power to make returns of 
kindneſſes, we owe mutual good offices, be- 
3 nevolence and beneficence. In this caſe we 
N ſhould promote every generous : and provi- 
dieent undertaking, every thing that may ad- 
| _ miniſter that comfort and happineſs to each 
other, which the tacit law of every ſociety re- 
4 quires of us. 
% gor there: are e other ſtrong and powerful 
6. motives that engage us even more forcibly. 
to do all the good we can to mankind. T here 
1 is a conſanguinity amongſt the human race, 
a general kindred that runs thro' the whole. 
We are deſcendants from the ſame general 
parent; we are all of the ſame ſtock, — made 
up of the ſame materials, endued with facul- 
ties of the ſame kind; —in ſhort, we are all 
| brethren. God, faith the apoſtle, bas of one 
fleſh made all the nations upon earth. And 
hence it comes to polo th chat! it is the moſt un- 
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natural thing in the world to do one's fellow 
creature an injury, and moſt of all conſenta- 


neous and agreeable to nature to do him good 
offices, to ſhew him acts of tenderneſs and 


humanity. Let any one conſult his own 


conſcience uwnpartially,. and it will give him 
ſufficient teſtimony to this truth. Are we 
not pleas'd, are we not highly fatished, and 
have we not a ſelf-approbation, when we 


have done a go0d-natur'd action, which may 
tend to the good of a ſociety, or an indivi- 


dual? are we not, on the other hand, with- 
out we ſhould be harden'd beyond meaſure 


in cruelty and inhumanity, at leaſt upon 


cool and ſober reflection, haunted with 


frightful ideas, tormented with bitter remorſe; 
pricked to the heart with the poignant ſtings 


of our own conſcience, after we have dealt 


injuriouſly or even unkindly to any part of 


the human ſpecies? Theſe are the dictates of 
genuine conſcience, of undeprav'd, or rather 
a renewed, nature; and when ever the con- 
ſcience is pleas'd with doing evil, or diſpleaſed 5 
with doing good, in that caſe it 18 put out of | 

its natural ſtate, miſerably corrupted by irre- 
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i62 SERMON 1X. 
gular luſts and paſſions, and is not unlike 2 
vitiated palate that loaths every thing that 1s 
good, wholeſome, and agreeable, and likes 
nothing but what is nauſeous and deteſta- 
ble. = 

Ac ain, The greateſt motive of all, and 
the higheſt obligation we are under of doing 
good to mankind, is the example and com- 
mandments of God and of Chriſt, We may 
be convinced, if we give the leaſt attention, 
by daily and hourly. experience, that Gop 
is infinitely good 7o vs-ward; to us, I ſays 
who leaſt deſerve any ſhare of divine favour 
and bounty. His goodneſs ſuſtains us, He 
bears us in his boſom, provides for our wants 
both ſpiritual and temporal. His holy ſpi- 


rit aſſiſts us in our moſt important concerns, 
directs us in our purſuits, leads us on in the 
paths , godlineſs and virtue, and guards us 
from deviating, into e ways of the ungodly. 
As to our tem 


ral affairs, his prov idence 
ſupplies our necetitties, anticipates our defires, 
prevents our exigency, and diſtreſs, In ſhort 


tis Gop, and Gop only, who gi ves us all 


things richly to enjoy. Should not we then, 
| whoſe pine is ſo well ſecure d, coy af- 
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ter the example of our divine author, and 
contribute what we can to the happineſs of 


others? Should we not declare ourſelves to 
be the children of Gop, by ſhewing mer- 


c and compaſfon to - cur. Brethren? Tis 


plain the Aimighty, by his providence and 


care of us, is our father, And ſhould not 


we become fal he. 1 70 the f Falber keſs, plead. the 
cauſe of the widowv, and whe her in aff Tron? 


We certainly ſhould, and think it a 2 peculiar 
bleſſing of heaven that we are cis to do 
good; and in imitation of him who is the 
father of all, to be, in this ſenſe, the father 


of tome. 


Our Lord, beffed for ever is a moſt _ 


rious example in this reſpect, which we 
ſhould always ſet before us for our imitati- 
on and direction. He came down from 
heaven for the good and benefit of mankind, | 
in matters of the utmoſt importance, The 
whole creation was in a loft condition; im- 
mers'd in idolatry and ſm; alienated from 8 
their maker, ſerving every thing but the great 
 Gop, whom only they ſhould ſerve. To 
rectify theſe enormities, to teach men better, . 
i to reconcile them to Gop, and to eſtabliſh 


| 
| 
ö 
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them once more in the divine favour, CH 
Jeſis left his bleſs'd abode, the manſions of 
conſummate bliſs, underwent the calarnities of 
of human nature, the weakneſſes and dif- 
treſſes of human fleſh, and finally, which 
indeed is a miracle of mercy, laid down his 
life to obtain our ſalvation, IN 
Wulst he was upon earth be went a- 
bout doing good; he not only waited for, but 
ſought all opportunities of being beneficent 
to mankind, His precepts, upon this head, 
are the tranſcripts of his practice. The mo- 
rality he tzught us in both is far more refin d 
than any other, in ſcveral points, ſo eſpecial- 
ly in this, that we do good not only to thoſe 
Who do gied unto us, but even to thoſe that bate 
6. And this he prefles upon us by a very 
engaging motive, that we may be the children | 
of our father which is in heaven; for he mak- 
eth his ſun t0 rife on the evil and on the good, 
and fendeth rain on the juſt, and on the un- 
Juſt, EP 
As the ſtate of dependency then, and the 


conſanguinity mention'd create a general obli- 


gation of doing good to cach other, ſo does 


this obligation become particular, riſes high- 5 
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er, and is much more forcible, in proportion 

to the nearneſs of particular alliance and kin- 
dred, and to the degree of dependency there 
may be from one to the other. 

To begin with the ſource of all ſoci- 
ety, Which is to be particulary confider'd 
at preſent, the foundation of all affection, 
tenderneſs and mutual kindneſs, ow own 

houſhsld,--our family. Theſe are the neareſt 

in degree of relation, and the cloſeſt connect- 
ed with regard to mutual dependency, 

Theſe are fleſh of our fleſh, and bone of our 

bone. Theſe therefore ought to have a par- 

ticular regard, ought to be provided for in an 
eſpecial manner; and the Apoſtle is very 
expreſs and ſevere upon this point, enforc- 
ing upon every one a providential care for 
his family. He that provideth not for bis © 
own bon ſbold, faith he, hath denied the faith, 
and is worſe than an infidel. But till, tho“ 
our houſhold be our particular care and con- 
cern in this reſpect, tho' no part of this 
ſhould be neglected, there is one in this 
houſhold who naturally claims the prece- 
dence of all the reſt in this caſe, and who 
ought to be Pünder regarded with re- 
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ſpect to proviſion, on many accounts. If a 


nearneſs of relation, a mutual dependency on 
each other, a mutual truſt and confidence duly 


attended to, and faithfully diſcharg'd; if re- 
peated acts of tenderneſs and kindneſs re- 


quires this at our hands, certainly the perſon 


I anr ſpeaking of, demands thus much of us; 
and if we treat theſe things with neglect, 
this will be eminently denying the faith, 
and becoming worſe than an Infidel. 


Tris thei; is the duty we are ea 
ing, by our example, to recommend, and 


by our practice to diſcharge ; and we are al- 


ſar'd by the apoſtle in my text, that a due 


_ diſcharge of this duty is an eminent part . 


religion, which 7s pure and undefiled before 
God and the Father. There is certainly an un- 
ſpeakable ſatisfaction attending the perform- 

ance of every duty both. religious and moral; - 


and it can't be but every one here, who is 
cConcern'd in ſo providential a work, feels this 1 

latisfaction; - -fcels a pleaſure within himſelf 
Which nothing but a conſciouſneſs of having 


done his duty can afford him. 
Tur intent therefore of the preſent FO 


5 eee to ſhew the uſe fulneſs of the de- 
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ſign in hand, but chiefly to ſanctify it, and by 
prayer, praiſe and thankſgiving, to draw 
down the being of Gov upon it, without 
which nothing will or can proſper. Our ſoci- 
ety is calculated for the aſſiſtance of widows, 
andconſequently for the ſupport of the father- 
leſs, as the orphans mult be dependent up- 
on the ſurviving parent, if able to ſupport 
them, till they may be capable to provide for 
themſelves, This proviſion is made by pur- 
chafing an annuity for each widow to com- 
mence upon the deceaſe of her huſband, and 
which ariſes from the annual ſubſcripti- 
ons of each member of the ſociety. This 
the widow has a right to by articles of agree- 
ment fign'd by each member upon hls ad- 
miſſion, and will be paid her at her own 
houſe in what proportions ſhe ſhall chuſe, 
without putting her to the leaſt trouble, or 
_ cauſing her to loſe any part of her time. And, 
I think, it might be aſſerted, that a proviſion 
thus made for widrwvs and orphans is upon as 
good a footing as any thing of the kind, Tis 
an eaſy method of doing a great deal of good; 
fora yearly ſubſcription, were it more than it 
| iS, can hardly be miſled? In any y family, and the 


163 SERMON IX. 
ſervice that is done to the widow by this 
means, is free from the inconveniencies of 
long ſolicitations, the mortification of meet= 
lung with à denial, nay without putting the 
 afffifted to the expence of a bluſh. Every one 
here is laying up in ſtore for his own ſurvi- 
vor, and what he thus lays up from time to 
time, will be paid the widow, in her own 
right, by the ſociety, who are no other than 
the deceaſed s executors in truſt, and ap- 
pointed to take care, and ſurely they will be 
willing, that the widow ſhould have ber right. 
In this caſe then we certainly do what is 
our duty, and what is juſt; and what were 
we not to do by ſome means or other, we 
| ſhould in the language of the apoſtle, be 
worſe than infidels, in not providing for our 
0912 houfhold. Who indeed has a better 
title to our care and concern with regard | 
to proviſion and ſubſiſtence, than the WIVES 
of our boſom, and the children of our own fleſh? 
Theſe are hardly one remove from our- 
ſelves, nay they are our very ſelves, and N 
therefore our care of them proceeds in a 
manner from the univerſal principle of ſelf- 
_ preſervation, Whence comes it to paſs that 
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people, who have been improvident i in their 


life time; miſapply d what they might have 


: prudently laid up for the e dee uſe of 
poſterity; when theſe come near their ap- 
proaching diſſolution, 


a deſtitute family, they 1 bewail the 3 


diſtreſs they foreſee, but cannot then redreſs. 


They will forrowfully lamerit their un- 
. happy condition, bitterly reflect upon their 


paſt ill conduct; that they had not made 
ſome provition for a forlorn family; whence 


is this, I fay, without it be that human nature 


looks upon thoſe perſons as our ſecond 
ſelves. 


and comfortable; and therefore, in point of 
gratitude, her life ought to be made as com- 


fortable as may be, if pleaſe Gop to remove 
that perſon from her, whoſe proſperity the 


| conſulted and promoted, whoſe eaſe and 


happineſs ſhe induſtriouſly provided for. In 
ſhort, there is not one motive wanting in the 


matter we are ſpeaking to, from whence a- 


; riſe nutaberieſs obligations « of being n 


1 


come to leave 


A goop and denden mike. 3 a- 
bove all things to make one's life happy 
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dent for our ſurvivors. Is there any care, 


any anxiety lying heavy upon our ſpirits, 
_ which they don't alleviate and leflen by kind- 


ly and tenderly: partaking of our forrows? 


1s there any joy, any comforts of life which 


are not really heighten'd and made greater by 


communicating theſe things to ſo faithful, 


ſo true a friend; one who is ſo nearly con- 


cern'd for our intereſt and welfare? one 
who without diſſimulation will rej/o7ce 201th u 
_ when we rejoyce, and without hypocriſy, will 
mourn with us when we mourn, This is a 


character which is doubtleſs often met with, 
and if it may be objected that it is not a ge- 


neral one, yet it is much to be will'd it 
were ſo, and ſhould that be once the caſe 
mariage would then become as happy as it 
18 honourable. Should not the huſband then 


endeavour to provide for the alleviation of 


the ſorrows of the widow, when theſe may 
come to her ſhare, and lay ſome foundation 
for her future comfort ?—Nay, how can a- 
ny man beſo void of humanity and religion, 
as not to do this, if it be in his power? And 
indeed a provident care of this kind would 
add muchtothe good harmony and tranquility 
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of a family, and probably would cauſe a 
good affection always to ſubſiſt in it, 
AGAIN, Are there any among us, (I dare 
ſay there are ſome), who have at any time 
| been afflicted with pains, diſeaſe and anguiſh? 
Any who have lain upon a bed of ſickneſs, 
and almoſt upon 2 bed of death? In this caſe 
let me aſk, who has been ſo tender of us? 
| ho ſympathiz“ d ſo much with us, in our 
diſtreſſes and ſufferings? who has made our 
calamities their own — adminiſtred 
unto us with more affiduity and dilizence? . 
ho ſhewed us a more diſintereſted re- 
gard?—who fightd more in private, and 
ſhed more tears? In thort ho ſo much 
dreaded the fatal day of diſſolution, more 
earneſtly pray'd for our recovery, and the 1% 
eſtabliſhment of our health and happineſs? 


who indeed more than our wives? 


Tur widow therefore moſt certainly ought Y 


in juſtice to be viſited and reliey'd in the 
time of her aflietions, her calamities ought 
to be at leaſt leſſen d, and her forrow miti- 
gated; — nay ſurely her afflietions. ſhould, if 
poſible, be prevented; and this, I muſt ſay, 
is the OT. thing we are doing, We en- 
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dent for our ſurvivors. Is there any care, 
any anxiety lying heavy upon our ſpirits, 
which they don't alleviate and leflen by kind. 
ly and tenderly partaking of our forrows? 
Is there any joy, any comforts of life which 


are not really heighten'd and made greater by 


communicating theſe things to fo faithful, 


fo true a friend; one who is 0 nearly cop - 
cern'd for our intereſt and welfare one 


ho without diffitenlation will rejoice with us 


_ when we rejoyce, and without hypocriſy, will 
mourn with us when we mourn, This is? 


character which 1 is doubtleſs often met w ith, 
and if it may be objected that it is not a ge. 


neral one, yet it is much to be wiſl'd it 
were ſo, and ſhould that be once the caſe 


mariage would then become as happy as it 


is honourable. Should not the huſband then 


endeavour to provide for the alleviation of 


- the ſorrows of the widow, when theſe may 


come to her ſhare, and lay ſome foundation 
for her future comfort?—Nay, how can a- 
ny man be ſo void of humanity and religion, 
as not to do this, if it be in his power? And 
indeed a provident care of this kind would 
add muchtothe good harmony and tranquility | 
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of a family, and probably would cauſe a 


good aftection always to ſubſiſt in it. 
AGAIN, Are there any among us, (I dare 

ſay there are forme), who have at any time 

been aftlicted with pains, diſcaſe and anguiſh? 


Any who have lain upon a bed of ſickneſs, 


and almoſt upon 1 bed of death? In this caſe 


let me ai, who has been ſo tender of us? 
—who ſympathiz d fo much with us, in our 
diſtreſſes and ſufferings? who has — our. 
calamities their own ?—who adminiſtred 
unto us with more aſſiduity and dilizence? 


ho ſhewed us a more diſintereſted re- 


| gard?—who figh'd more in private, and 
ſhed more tears? In ſhort who o much 
dreaded the fatal day of Adiſſolution, more 
earneſtly pray d for our recovery, and the re- 
eſtabliſhment of our health and e 

who indeed more than our wives 


Tur widow therefore molt certain! y ought 


= juſtice to be vilited and reliev d in the 
time of her offlietions, her calamities ought 
to be at leaſt leſſen'd, and her forrow miti- 


gated; —nay ſurely | 1er affliefions ſhould, if 


poſible, be prevented; and this, I muſt ſay, 
is the very thing we are doing. We en- 
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deavour to prevent the miſeries of exigency 


to be added to the loſs of a good huſband, +» 


1 2 


tender father, che ſupport of a family, and 


the beſt of friends; W bich 1 is loſs fufticien it, 
without any accumulations. 


Bor farther, a diſcreet and prudent wife, 
tho not the principal, yet has a great ſhare, 
in the ſupport of a family. This is not ſo 
= plainly ſeen and underſtood till this perſos 


is miſſed. It very often happens that a fa- 


mily, which was proſperous and ſucceſeful 
before, upon the deceaſe of the miſtreſs of it, 

preſently runs into decay and ruin. This js 

no other than fact, in ſeveral inflances } 
might name, and what can this be owing to 

but to the loſs of an economiſt, who before 

kept every thing in a proper decorum. *Fhe-- 


ſucceſs of a family depends upon the good 


conduct of cach in his proper province, and 


ſphere of action there is therefore a re- 
ciprocal Gependence from one to the other, 


and this properly attended to makes a fami- 
ly, if not proſperous, yet at leaſt happy. 
The maſter provides for his houſhold by his 

honeſt pains and induſtry, or whatever other 
means he may be. bleſſed with, The mi- 
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treſs adminiſters to them, takes upon her the 


| 1 1990 . 
= * 894 N. 9 171 ad 
CECONOMY and management at home, Curt 


butcs plentifully in proportion to every one's 


neceſſity and wants; gives a general fatiſ- 


faction; yet, keeps every article, as much 


as can be, within proper limits and bounda- 
ricsregulates the expences conſiſtent with 
their gains and income, that there ſhall be 


no diminution, but rather an increaſe, All 
this is her part and province, and whatſoever 


IS providently laid up for poſterity, for fu- 


ture exigences, muſt be as much by good 


management at home as by acquiſitions a- 


broad. And if ſo, the widow ſeems to have 
a richt to a proviſion out of thoſe things 
which ſhe herſelf had been a party in 1. 


158 up 


SzrING the motives that clin every 


honeſt man to make a provifion for his re- 


lict, and the obligations we arc under of 
acting in this reſpect as becometh chriſtians, 
if we would really go by that denomination, 

for this is pure chriſtian religion, 20 vz/if the 


e and widow in their afflietion, what 
now remains but to be exhorted to a perſe- 
verance in ſo good, ſo provident a work; to 
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purſue a plan where a great deal of good 3 18 
done upon ſuch eaſy terms. 

AND in order to this, let us conſider in the 
firſt place, that doing good of any kind, i 
no other than practical chriſtianity; and that 
the good that is done upon the footing of 
this ſociety, is particularly lo, the apoſtl. 
witneſſeth in my text. And if, in any good 

| we undertake, we carry it on under a ſenſe 
of religion, i. e. look upon it as a religious 
duty, as in fact it is, this principle will keep 
us ſteady in all good deſigns, will not ſuffer 
5 us, upon any account, at leaſt upon any il- 
liberal conſideration, to leave the Work we 
have begun go unf fnith' d, but on the con- 
trary, will bring it to maturity and perfec- 
tion. This ow we may look 1 upon as a re- 
ligious, 28 well as ſocial duty, and the obli- 
gations, with regard to the duc diſcharge of 
it, are on that account much ſtrengthen d, 
and can by no means be diſpenſed with. For 
by a neglect 0¹ f this kind we not only violate 
the laws of humanity, but the expreſs laws 
of Gov, and therefore muſt be ſubject to 
thoſe penalties attending the breach of all 
: divinc laws, 
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LET us again confider, if we neglect our 
provident care for our family, whom the di- 
ſtreſs will fall upon, It wiil certainly fall 
upon thoſe whom in our life time we Col 


not bear to ſuffer want in any reſpect, a 


leaſt ought not. And 1 if ſo, our care ſhou! p 


_ doubtleſs extend a little Ether than the 


preſent, and we ſhould ſurely provide for thoſe 


3 3 2 1 1 wo „ Mer YAY — 
C*igchecs, Walch We Cant now as Hy 28 


think of without | orict and uncaline s, ho WE 
| ſha! | be no ce witnefes of . When they 
come. „„ 5 ES 


LasTLY „let us hear wi hat Gop hin lf 


5 commands by his RA ey Learn ts de Well, 


Fa. 


25 judgment, relieve the wah lied, judge the 


Fath: leſs, plead, fer hs: v1dg7 J. And again, 


1 2 Wrong, do 710 1 nce 10 the ranger, the = 


fatherleſs, nor widow. Here then, among o- 


ther relative duties, this relating to he 9 


dow is ſtrongly enforced upon our practice 
both poſitively and negatively. In this caſe 


then Gd Almighty commands us, humanity 


inclines us, the yearnings of our own bowels, 
conſtrain us; and what ſtronge r motives can 


there be? Hear we alſo what the holy 
plalmiſt dirk upon this matter; A father to 
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the fatherleſs, and a judge of the widow, {i 
God in his holy habitation, — Let us therefore, 
my brethren, endeavour all we can, both 
by this, and all other means, to be the in 
ſtruments in Gop's hands of carrying on 
fo benevolent, ſo juſt, ſo provident, ſo graci- 
ous a deſign, Let us perſevere continually in 


our good actions and intentions, and God u., 


fend a bleſſing upon us, and our poſterity, 


New 10 Gon the Father; &c. 
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GAL. 1 . 


Stand ſaſt therefore in the liberty where-v 75 
Chriſt hath made us free, and be ne! entan- 
gle d again with the yoke . bondage 5 


75 XN T is nil by the tenor c thi ? 
 epittle, that the Galatian conver ts 
Ip] had been ſeduced into falſe Prin- : 


1 8 


ciples of doctrine by the Judai ers of the 


times, who, it iecms, .to reconcile the Jews . 
to the more pure and ſpiritual principles of 
the chriſtian religion, or rather to avoid per- 
ſecution from their unconverted brethren, 8 

preached the neceſſity of legal obſervances 

which. the apoſtle calls the aa yg bondage : 


Y 
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and upon the reſult of his arguments againſt 
chis ſlavery, he cxhorts them in the words 
before us, to ftand faſt in that liberty * 7 Here ith 
Chrift hath made us free. The law, he repre: 
ſents as an imp \erfect diſpenſation which 1 Was 


to ſerve for a time only, asd /choolmaſter tc — 
teach the Jews, to whom it more immedia= 
tely belong'd, ſome certain elements, {On 
rudimentsof divine learning, and to leadthem 
on to a a perfection of knowledge i in Chriſt. 


Ir was indeed no ways conſiſtent with the 
chriſtian ſtate to return to the obſervances of 
Titesand Ceremonies which Gop was pleas' dto : 
inſtitute as figures only of better things, tha- 
dows merely of real ſubſtances, types which 
muſt of courſe be obliterated, muſt loſe al! 
| their ſignificancy, when the perſon and thing: 
they were repreſentations of, really and truly 
came to light, and viſibly : appear'd. The a- 
poſtle therefore expoſtulates upon the matter 
very warmly, 0 forliſh Galatian, ſays he, who = 
has bewitched you that you fhould not obey the 
truth, before whoſe eyes Fe fas Chrift hath been 
evidently ſet forth, crucified among you. 
As the apoſtle then in his days aſſerted 
the Wore Y 1 89þe i in oppoſition to 7bhe 
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bondage and flavery of the law, the Galatians 
at that time being in danger of falling back 
15 from the pure, the perfect, the glorigus doctrine 
/ Chris, which he had fo lately taught them, 

ſo is it our buſineſs now to aſſertain the chi- 
tian liberty in oppoſition to the \ntolerabie 
1 ſavery and bondage of fin; and fo much the 
more earneſtly to recommend it, as there 
ar too many, tis to be tea: red, wito ſcem to | 
cChuſe to be 65 nd-flg es to the one, rather than | 
to walk in the perfect uberty of the 0 ther. 
I SHALL therefore endeavour to ſhew, in 
what follows, the liberty, the excel! ency and 
eminent priviledges of the Holy goſpel of Chrift 
obero with he hath made us free;—and the 
1 oppoſite bondage , laver y and yohe of in „the F 
F baſe and depraved nature of it, which if we 
: follow, we mult of courſe become the moſt 
abject ſlaves, ſervants to a moſt tyrannical 
maſter, and make a viſible defection, and vi- 
fibly tall back, from chriflien liberty. 
 Avp has it may not be amiſs to ſtate the | 
= . true notion of free : agency, or liberty of act- 
ug. This liberty then does not imply that 
daeere is no rule for our actions, that there is 
no directing principle in concurrence with 
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which we ſhould act; but that there is gg 
compulſive force to make us act contrary to 
this rule, and conſequently contrary to what 
is right. Man never acts ſo free, than when 
he acts conſiſtent with this rule of moral duty, 
and does what he {hould do: but if once he 
acts under the influence of paſſion and appe- 
tite, which ought to be the ſubſervient part; 
if once he ſhould lay aſide the dictates of 
reaſon and religion which ought to govern 
the whole man; then he loſes his free e agency 
his liberty of ating i is then quite aboliſhe ed, 
and commences from that moment a tis ite of 
the moſt abject ſlavery and bondage. Ihe 
caſe, as I apprehend is this; —re/igion, rc. 
fon, and grace, by their dictates, precepts and 
admonitions convince us of our duty, and al- 
ſiſt us in the diſcharge of it; when we there. 
fore obey theſe dictates, thele admonitions, 
which alone teach us what to do, and what 
to avoid; when the will conſents to the pre- 
cepts of theſe unerring guides, and gives its 
ſelf up to their directions, then and then only 
men act conſiſte at with their native liberty. 
Io give an inſtance in each caſe, if one 
act under the influence of ambition, luſt or 
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avarice, he muſt yield obedience to theſe hard 
maſters, do ſuch things in the ſervice he is 


engag d in, in order to accompliſh the de- 
ſign, or attain the darling object in view, 
which his own conſcience cannot bear UP 
on reflection; and which he will ſorely and 
bitterly repent of after the ſhort-liv'd enjoy= 


ment, the tranſient gratification is Over. And 
| here certainly is e, yoke of bondage: to be 
forced to do things. that cannot ſtand the 
teſt, even of our own examination, and for 
which we ſtand judg d and condemn'd even 


at a tribunal let up in our own boſom, 


As alx, tho there m may be an impulſe in 
paſſion and appetite, Which hurries mankind 
to take unwarrantable ſteps, and to commit 
unjuſtifiable actions, yet this does by no means 
excuſe us from the guilt of thoſe fins we 
have been guilty of, and which will be laid 
to our charge; becauſe it was in our power, 


at firſt, and likewiſe our indiſpenſible dut N 

to ſtand out againſt all ſolicitations of ſenſe 
againſt. reaſon, lufe againſt grace; —not to 
ſuffer human nature to be fo far inverted 
that the inferior part ſhould g govern the ſupe- 


rior; and it Wc ſhould haye unhappily gone 
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too far with thoſe domeſtic tyrants, we have 

ſtill a power, eſpecially by the help of c 

gelical grace, and it is our duty to brea} their 

| bonds afſunder, and caſt away their cord: from 

us. 7 5 

O the other Baud, if we act under the 
influence of reaſon and grace, theſe will lead 

us on by gentle perſuaſion to do nothing but 
what is juſtifiable before Gop, and irre- 

proachable at the bar of our own. conſci- 


ence;—nothing but what will bring us Peace 
and acquieſcence upon reflection, at the laſt. 
and for ever. And this, as it is acting right, . 


is, and muſt be free agenc y. 


Tu rs is no ſingularity in opinion, for this 


was the notion of the ancient writers in mo— 


rallity upon this point, as might be abundant- 


ty made appear, Reaſon among them was 


the governing principle; f the guide of their 
actions; and whilſt they acted conſiſtent with 
the dictates of reaſon, then they ſeemed to 

think they acted free, and upon a footing of 


their own power and liberty; but if they 


= deviated from this rule, and were influenced 


by the inferior paſſions, or by any thing 


from without which might captivate the in- 
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clinations contrary to the underſtanding, then 
were they ſervants and even ſlaves. And in- 

| decd it might be very juſtly, and with pro- 
3 priety ſaid, that, whilſt they conducted them- 
IS ſelves by the directions, and under the gui- 
2 dance of the governing principle, they acted 
z moſt of all free; tho' at the ſame time they 
: were confin'd within thoſe limits and boun- 
* daries which reaſon pointed out for them. 
2 In ſhort the rules of reaſon are the rules of 
the better part of man, rules of his own 
| choice and approbation; therefore there can 
be no ſlavery in the obedience; and as far as 
the ancient ſages acted up to this ſtandard 
they acted up to the rectitude of nature as 
far as they could, and this was an effort to- 
wards reſtoring human nature to its original 
I liberty, as far as reaſon was able to effect a 
2 reſtoration in ſuch a caſe. e 
In this ſenſe then, but with infinite more 
advantage, and to a much higher degree, hath 
Chrift made us free. The goſpel is the ſu- 
preme rule of our actions, it guides and di- 
rects us in every thing that is good and right; 
it lays a more effectual reſtraint upon the 
paſſions, and ſenſual appetites of mankind, 
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than the ſublimeſt exerciſe of reaſon can do ; 


and while we keep to this rule, and act con- 
ſiſtent with our faith in Chrif, we may be 


truly and juſtly ſaid to be made free; free 


from the Yavith tyranny of our paſſions, from 
the intolerable yoke and ſervitude of in, and 
from the power of our firſt enemy, the devil. 

Haix thus by the way endeavour'd to 


| ſtate the notion of moral liberty, I ſhall go 
on to ſhew more particulary the glorious lie 


Herty of the goſpel whereunto we are called, and 


whereby we are made free, if we fland fall 
in that liberty, and be not entangled again in 


zhe yoke of bondage. 


Ir free agency then, or a liberty i in moral. 


5 aQtions conſiſt in a power of doing thoſe thing 


which are moſt conducive to the perfection 
of our nature, and of acting in all reſpects as 


becomes rational creatures, as it moſt certainly 
does, nothing can ſet us more at liberty, in 


all theſe circumſtances, than the goſpel! of 
5 Cbriſt. 5 For this divine ſyſtem, this know- 


ledge that came from above, not only teaches 
us the excellency of the human nature, and 


lays down ſuch rules of life and action as are 


moſt conſiſtent with it Alt not only informs 
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GOSPEL LIBERTY. 185 
us in ſuch noble truths relating both to this 
and another ſtate of being, which may have 
the moſt effectual influence upon our conduct 
and behaviour;-—but withal enables us by the 
aſſiſtance of the holy ſpirit of God, which we 
have Tho“ Chriſt to diſengage ourſelves from 
the ſavery of fin, —to attain the /berty of bo 
linefs aud ri gbteouſhne ls, and to become #t ce Horn 
fons of God, © 

Tux firſt man we arc afar d in the 
fſacred hiſtory was created after Go p's 
image; and, no doubt, had as much per- 
fection ſtampt upon his foul as was neceſſary 
for the order of his Being. This condition 
of life enabled him to act conſiſtent with 
reaſon and duty in every point whatſoever. 
But ſtill as he was placed in a ſtate of try- 
al and probation, there was a poſſibility of 
falling from both, Fall then he unhappily 
did, and the more his abilities were, the 
greater powers he had of continuing in his pure 
original, the more enhanced was his crime, 
and the more aggravated his guilt. Upon his 
tranſgreſſion therefore and diſobedience, the 
divine image was defaced, his rational pow- 


8 3 | method of reſtoring liberty to mankind, 
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ers, his moſt diſtinguiſhing faculties impair”: 
and weaken'd. Paſhon, luſt and appetite 
grew ungovernably ſtrong and impetuous; 
uſurp'd the government, quite ſubverted the 
economy of man;—from hence forward the | 
fleſh Iufted againft the ſpirit, mankind became 
every day more addicted, more and more 
habituated to evil and wickedneſs, entirely 
ſubſer vient to enormity and ſin; and conſe- 
quently alienated from Gop aid goodnels. 
Hence it was the human race commenced 4 
ſtate of ſlavery, could not follow the dictates 
of reaſon, could not reſiſt the impulſe of the 
carnal part, which ought, according to the 
order of nature, to be under the direction and 
management of the ſuperior principle. — But, 
. now, thanks be to the ever bleſſed Gob, we 
are renewed agen in Cbriſt 7 fs, and once 
more ſet at liberty. 
THEREFORE to ſpeak 1 more particularly — 
the matter in hand, and to ſhew the golpe! 8 


-11t. the goſpel of CnxISH hath ſet us 
Ke from all other ſervices beſides its own, 


by virtue of a covenant. engag'd | in, upon | 


our firſt entrance, or initiation, into the 
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0 faith, by the very conditions of which, all 
1 former attachments to ſinful appetites are 
quite cancel'd, null and of no farther force. 
If we will be real chriſtians, wwe muſt be uo lon- 
- ger ſervants to fin to obey it in the luſts thereof. 2h 
Know ye not, ſaith St. Paul to the Romans, 
that to zohom ye yeild your ſelves ſervants to obey, 
bis ſervants ye are to whom ye obey, whether of 
” n unto death, or of obedience unto ri ghteouſ- 
neſs. Being therefore made free from ſin; 
free in a great meaſure from the commiſſion 5 
of ſin, by the renewing of the holy ſpirit 
of Gov within us, which enables us to obey 
the law of Chrift, and which we have by 
: = goſpel covenant; free from the guilt and pu- 
F | niſhment of fin thro' the atonement that 
; Chrif made for us, upon our faith and obe- 
=_ dicnce ;—being thus made free, as the apoſtle 
5 argues, we are, and muſt, become the ſervants 

| 1 of righteouſneſs ;——we muſt obey the dictates 
pf goſpel righteouſneſs, which Will be 7o our | 
PWR before God. 
_ Every true chriſtian i is in a Hate of i grace, | 
and the more advantages he has with re- 
4 gard to the performance of his duty, the 
more illuſtrious thould his character i in that | 
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reſpect be. On the other hand, neither the 
Few nor the Heathen had any advantage of 
this kind. They had 'tis true, the law of 
commandments, and the law of morality, but 
yet it brought nothing with it but condem- 
nation upon the non- performance; it brought 
no ſpiritual aids to aſſiſt them in the perform- 
ance; and they having loſt all ſenſe of the 
' promiſed ſcheme of falvation, eſpecially the 
Heathen, who were in a ſtate of corrupt na- 
ture, and had nothing but the law of nature 
to direct them, were by their own confeſſion, 
hurried on to do many things they approved 
not of. If therefore we would be free from the 
law of n, we muſt break every yoke of bond- 
age, and engage ourſelves in reality and not 
in name only, in the ſervice of a new maſter, 
the law of the goſpel; whoſe ſervice, it being 
the ſervice of Gop, whom only we ſhould : 
ſerve, is perfect freedom. Y 
Ac Alx, all moral precepts tend to the 5 
mending the heart, to make human nature 
better, and to bring it as near as can be to 
ies original ſtandard: Much more fo the pre- 
cepts of Chrift, as carrying with them a 
bs pane authority, and wands not upon 8 


* * 
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;oſophical nicetics, but upon religious prin- 


ciples. And as Chrift has taught with autho- 
rity, ſo alſo has he enforced his precepts by 


his own example. And herein J conceive, 


lies the great difference between the moral 


precepts of the goſpel and thoſe of philoſo- 


phers. For here we are taught to love one 


another as our Lokp has loved us; to do 
good to one another after his example, who 
when upon earth went about doing good 4% 
all. And indeed when Gop OT is 
pleas d to teach men, and for that purpoſ: 
take upon him the perſon of man; and = 
only to teach in a preceptive way, but alſo 
to ſhew forth the example, and to be the 
very firſt that put in practice even the ſevereſt 
part of his doctrine; this puts it out of all 


doubt, that obedience i is and muſt be due to 


dur teacher, who is the Loxp of all things, 
and governor of all living; and the example 
certainly animates, encourages and leads us 


on in the cloſe purſuit of thoſe heavenly and 


amiable virtues of which he himſelf was the 

| PO 
 FarTurR, the „pe lays before us 6 e 
: chin conſequence of fin, which i is death : 
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and ruin, and the final reward of virtue and 
and ubedience, which is glory and happineſ> 
hereafter and for ever, Indeed obedicnc: 


naturally claims favour, and diſſobedience 


the contrary, but this deſerving obedience 
mult be entire, and where can ſuch be found 
upon earth? no where nor in any perſon, 
but in one who fulfilled all righteouſneſs, and 
in whom awe have hope, Now if our nature 
is reſtored in the perſon of our Redzemer ; 


if that perfect obedience which is due "a 
man to God, and which man could not per- 


form ſince the fall, is abſolutely perform”: d 


by Chrij?, and accepted of by the Almighty . 
on the behalf of man if the reward which | 


= | ſet before us, which is the perfection of 
our nature, is attainable thro' the mercies of 
Gon, and the merits of C brift; —if the 647 


demnation of the law, which was againſt us, 
be now taken off;—this certainly ſets us up- 


on ſuch an eminence, that fin can no more 


have dominion over us, neither as to the com- 

miſſion or guilt of it, except we voluntarily 

: entangle ourſelves again in the yoke of bondage. 
 Unpex thoſe circumſtances then of go 

Iberty and grace, the true and unfeigned be- 


r 
OR 
INS» 
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hever, forms his life and converſation ac- 
cording to, and conſiſtent with goſpe! el rules; 
he will not allow himſelf to go on in babi- 
tual fin of any kind whatſoever; but on the 
contrary Will habituate himſelf in the exer- 
ciſe of godlineſs, virtue and all good works. 
The fincere chriſtian hath God always before 
bis eyes, thinks often with joy and admiration 
upon the divine purity, holineſs and perfec- 
tion;—has an ardent defire of becoming 
ſomewhat into a litenefs with his maker, and 
thereby of coming into the bleſled alliance 
of his adopted fon thro Chriſt, The 2 of 
God and of Chriſt tow ard him will often o- 
cur to his mind, and indeed it cannot be for- . 
gotten, it being acritten, dec fly written in 
his heart .—he will endeavour all he can to 
imitate his Loxp in all things; entertaining 
an univerſal love and benevolence towards 
his fellow creatures, having a generous con- 
cern for their welfare, doing them all the 
good offices that a true chriſtian profeſſion 
requires of him. In ſhort, he is ſo far dead 
unto fin as to have as little correſpondence i 
with it as pofſible; and ſo far is he from tax- 
ing pleaſure in fin, that it cuts him to the 
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heart, if at any time he ſhould be ſo unhap- 
 »py as to entertain even a ſinful thought. — 
conceive any evil deſign, tho” never once ex- 
ecuted; and much more poignant would hi. 
grief be, ſhould he fall into the commiſſion 
of any ſinful at, On the other hand he 
ſo far alive unto righteouſneſs and unto God, 
that he is always pleated, always 1 rejoyces in 
what! is good and juſt, and endeavours 7 fol- 
low virtue and holineſs with all bis power, 
Tus plain then, this is the man that walks 
- goſpel liberty; and this character will ap- 
| pear to more advantage when we confider 
the lavery, the yoke, the bondage of ſin 
the vile and deprav'd nature of it, the degra- 
dation we undergo; the indignity we offci 
unto human nature when we are found guilty 
of cuil and ſinful praftices;-—which ſhall be 
| ſhewn the next opportunity, In the mean 
time let us pray Gop to eſtabliſh our heart 
in true goſpel liberty, to direct our ways 4 
goſpel grace, and preſerve us from the ben. 


at and Avery of ſin. 
- No ow 70 Go the Father, &c. 
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Stand fafl therefore in the liberty wherewith 


 Chrift hath made us free, aud be not entan- 


gled HOP HD the yoke of | Age. : 


EPO HEN I ſpoke to the former part of 


+ W 2 this ſubject, I endeavour'd to ex- 
NN plain the nature of moral and goſpel 


liberty. It remains now to ſpeak to the latter 
part of it, and to ſhew the enſlaving nature 


of lin, that tyrannical yoke of bondage, 


which "RY Ow exhorts us not to be 88 more 


entangled in. 


Aa 


To this purpoſe then our Lows himſaf 
oy faith, Whaever committeth n i is the fervant 3 
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fn, And St. Pau to the Romans, Let un 


fon, ſaith he, reign in your mortal body, tha: 


e ſhould obey it in the lufts thereof. And hol 


David prays to Gop 79 order bis jleps in Hi. 


word, and let not iniquity have dominion over 


him: And again, the apoſtle ſhewing the 


8 nature of ſin, that it is a reproach, a diſgrace 
and a ſhame to mankind, When ye were the 
55 ſervants of fin, faith he, what fruit had 1 
[ben in thoſe things whereof Je are now ane ed? 
Here then you fee that fin, in the holy word, 
18 repreſented as a thing that puts human 
nature under a moſt abject, a moſt ſeryilc 


lavery. 'Tis a yoke of bondage, it reigis, 


has an abſolute dominion | over its votaries, 
over all thoſe that ſerve it; reduces man to 
the loweſt ſtate of infamy, depreſſes his cha- 
racter, brings him, to a level with, nay mucl. 


7 below, the beaſts that periſh. ©; 


Ap indeed how true this is, needs not 


5 many arguments to prove; daily but ſad ex- 
periencoe is teſtimony ſufficient. We too often 
{cc one fin bring on another, one vice beget 


its like, till the meaſure of it is filled, and | 
| the ſinner ſinks under his burthen, Ihe 
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habit af fin is like a rapid torrent, and 'tis a 


difficult matter to alter or divert 1:s courſe, 
Paſſion and appetite, falſe pleaſures, and falſe 


intereſts diſpoſe of the whole man, and lead 


him on a captive at their will. How ſub- 


ſervient are ſome men, how tach do they | 


ſubmit themſelves, to His yoke, this Tyranny, 
1 his uſurpation! they ſcem 10 g¹⁰ 4 up the 


1 point in dach an unconcerned manner, that 
one would really think, they had loſt all ſenſe 


of Chriſtian, and even of bu nan lebe ty, 
For this reaſon therefore, 1 . becauſe 


the habit is ſo prevailing, the very be ginings 
olf ſin, and that in the very beginning of 
life, ſhould be carefully g guarde a againſt, and 


avoided ; becauſe for want of this c caution, 
LOR 


vis :ople well diſpoſed j in e CS haveoften 


miſcarried. People at this time of life are 
unexperienced, But therefore much more li- 


able to be enſnared; — will more readily, 
not knowing the dreadful conſequence, yield 
to the temptation. Thus, if ia the friſt ſetting 
out, the younger part cf mankind ſhould be 
ſuffered to be irregular and regardleſs in but 
little occurrences; to be in patient of the ad- 
vice and government of thoſe who wiſh them 
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very ſervice its ſelf is hard and flaviſh, There 
1s more pains taken in making ones c 
compleat finner, than there is really requi: 
in making high advances towards a faint 
There is more trouble in gratifying our fintu! 


Within, forebodes future evil to await him, [| 

and in the midſt of his intemperate jolity unk 
4 laughter, there is often times the moſt pos -„ 
nant grief, the moſt diſtracting ſorrow. From 


look'd upon as dangerous to ſociety, no faith Z 8 


204 SERMON XI. 


well, and know better; and this at a tins 
when they molt of all want a faithful guid. 


and director; as they daily recede from right 


ſo will they daily deviate towards wrong 
— will from theſe {mall beginnings, With. 
out timely prevention, go on to an hi gh 


pitch of iniquity, and plunge themſelves; into 


inevitable ruin, before they are well aware 
of it. 


Ap beſides the dominion "7 1 
in tying us down fo ſtrictly to its ſervice, 50 


141. 


deſires and appetites, than there is in ſubdu- 

ing them. Every act of ſin is a mere druda- 

ery; thorns and briers are in the ways of 'bs 
wicked; his conſcience reproaches him from _ 


without, he bears the. contempt of men, is 


ere rr 


5 


have any fair advantage in the world; — in 


ſhort, were there a ſociety ſo unhappily dege- 
nerate as to be all wicked, they would be the 
moſt miſerable wretches living, and would 
become their OWN exccutioners for their « own 

| villainy. 8 
AGAIN, the nature of fin 1s vile and de- 
prav'd. It derives its very original from an 


apoſtate angel, and a corrupt nature. Spring- 


ing therefore from fo 1 impure a fountain, it 
muſt be very impure in itſelf, It is de- 
| fiructive to the very being and happineſs of 
man; for man cannot ſubſiſt with any kind 
of ſatisfaction, without an union between Go 
and his own foul, which ſin utterly deſtroys. 
Man, is in reality, no longer in being than 
 whilſthe continues his obedience tohis maker; 
his good affections, his loyalty and ſervices to 
the Lord of Lords and King of Kings;—upon 
_ every act of rebellion he forfeits his tenure, 
and without repentance and reconciliation 
will finally loſe it; —his happineſs, the eaſe 
and tranquility of his foul muſt go to wreck 
” with his ! INNOCENCE, and when theſe are gone : 


eee Þ5: +» 2% . 
can be repoſed in him, and therefore he cannot 
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1 am apt to believe that a man of any con- 


ſciouſneſs will think all to be gone. 


FARTHER, in every act of ſin, are we not 


degraded far below our character? A man, 
for inſtance, who acts by paſſion; under 


the influence of anger and revenge, is he a 


man at this time? Is he not rather a lion, or 
"2 bear? When we form our lives by prin- 
ciples of avarice, and ſet our hearts upon 
9 gain at any rate, we change our reaſon into 
5 ſubtilty, diveſt ourſelves of all generous ſen- 
timents, lay aſide all the tenderneſs of huma- 
nity, and care not how greatly we diſtreſs our 
neighbour, if by his ruin we become gainers 


ourſelves. The lewd, the drunken, and the 


: debauch'd, do not theſe repeat their filth, as 
th wine allow in the mire, or the dog returns 10 


bis vomit | Oh ſhame then it is, that man, 


who is made by his creator /iftle ler than 


the angels, to be crown'd with glory and wor-. 
ſhip, ſhould, by his own indiſcreet, unhappy 5 
choice, rate himſelf with the moſt ſavage, 
the moſt deceitful, and the moſt unclean 
| beaſts in the whole creation ! There muſt be 
ſomething therefore extraordinary ill, ſome- 
thing inexprefſibly bad and malignant, in the 
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nature. of ſin to have ſuch an effect as this; 


Van effect that inverts the order of nature, 


turns humanity into bruitiſhneſs, tenderneſs 


into cruelty, cand1d reaſon into difingenuous 


e PEER all the powers and facul- 


ties of the ſoul, extinguithes the divine ſpark 
of hcavenly fire, and chains it down in a 
dark and diſmal priſon made of clay. 
 MoREOVER, another circumſtance. and 
that a very material one, it being the final ifue 


of the whole, gives us a molt terrible proſ- 
pet of fin;—ſets it in ſuch a point of view, 
that people, which by the way is a great 
misfortune, ſeldom look upon in this light, 
and that is, 17 leads to the chambers of death, 
Ehaſtens our ſteps towards the grave, and 
corruption; ends in infamy, ſhame and dif. 
grace. And indeed the ſenſe of mankind 


upon this head is fo plain, that the reproach 
of the wicked dieth not with him, nor is the 


memory of it forgotten for tome generations. 
This then is the end of fin even here, and 
happy under ſuch circumſtances were the in- 


famy of the finner to reach no other place; 
but alas! his ſoul muſt live ſot ever, and 


muſt tor ever. carry with it the conſciouſneſs 
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of its iniquity, and in that a great part of its 

puniſhment; his body alſo ſhall be one day 

called out of the duſt ;——ſhall be reunited 
once more to its vital principle; — ſhall ſtand 
before the awful, the great tribunal of the 
laſt day, to receive the wages of ungodlineſs, 
the bitter portion of eternal ſorrow. 

Ap thus we fee this monſter fin, this 
produce of the devil, attended in every ftape, | 
every period of it. The ſervice of it is in- 
tolerable llavery, the end of it is utter ruin. 
From its birth to its grave, from its reſurrect- 

ion tO its puniſhment, it 1s full freited with 
_ evil unbearable. Evi] purſueth ſinners, faith 
Solomon, — purſueth them with bitter remorſe, 
and a poignant fling of conſcience, the an 
that never dieth, - purſueth them with fright- 
ful apprehenſions of what may be the iſſue; 
the apprehenſions of a future reckoning, of 
2 juſt, impartial judge; with whom there 
— willbens reſpect of perſons, who will judge him 
e ach by no other circumſtances, than by his works, 
When that day cometh, then ſhall he call, 
burt in vain, for the mountains to fall on hint 
and the bills to cover him. A moſt dreadful 
N when the gale ſhall ſtand before an 
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all- ſeeing ; all-righteous judge, whoſe ſentence 
once pronounced will remain for ever irrevo- 
cable, for he judgeth juitiy and righteouſly, 
and therefore his judgement muſt be unalter- 


able. Enter. not there ſore, O my foul! into 
the path of the Noicked, and go net in the way. 
of evil men. Avoid it, paſs nat by t, turn. 


rom it, and paſs away. 
Wrar has been ſaid of the nature, end, 
and conf: quence of ſin relates chiefly to our- 


ſelves. It muſt be added therefore i in the laſt : 
place, and which is an high aggravation of 
the matter, that by it we diſhonour Gop, as 


well as deſtroy ourſelves; we act in contra- 
diction to his glory; we endeavour all we 


can to detract from his authority, and bring 
the fupreme being into contempt among his 
own creatures, ich is indeed a monſtrous 
ſtep, and as full of arr ogance as folly. This is 
ſubverting all government by bidding defiance 
to the divine laws, which are the very ſource 
of all human laws, and the foundation of all 
human goverment. Even infidels themſelves 
will allow the divine laws, under the ſane- 
tions an now nen to be very uſeful, and 


Bb 
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even neceflary for the well governing of the 
world, and the well ordering of human con- 
duct. *Tis a wiſe and politic ſcheme, they 


Will tell you, to awe mens conſciences with 


Go * 


8 the apprehenſions of future puniſhment for 
a life of wickedneſs and fin, and to encou- 
rage men in the purſuit. of viftue and good- 
neſs with the hopes of rewards. But who 
thoſe wiſe men were that impoſed ſo uſeful 

a falſity upon the world, they can by no 
means make appear; and I with they were 
| wiſe, or at leaſt humble enough to ackniw- 

ledge the truth, and that theſe truths are of 


One would think then that the general 

dice of religion might be an argument for 
the truth of it. The inſtitutions of men be 
they ever fo well calculated, are ſeldom of 
ſuch general good tendency, as not to be 
difadvantageous to ſome at leaſt ; and when 

— publick good 1 1s conſulted, it often claſhes 

With private perſonal intereſt; and tho' the 

publick may be a gainer, yet individuals, at 

| leaſt for the preſent, may be, and often are, 


Iloſers in the caſe. Suppoſing then the chri- | 


ſtian religion nd in its genuine Purity, 2 
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taught us in ſcripture, and not under the falte 
modes it has often undergone, were univer- 
ſally receiv'd, and the precepts of it ſtrictly 


{ame as in molt human inſtitutions? I believe 


not. For let any one tell me if f he can , what 


private perſon could, by this means, be in- 
jur'd? W. hat private advantage could be ! in- 
fring d upon? What individual mig ght not if 
he pleaſe, ſhare in the common good? This 


therefore, by the tendency it bears towards 
general good, without excluding any one 
from bei ing a partaker of its benefits, plainly 
 ſhews itſelf to be an inſtitution not of man 
but of Gon. Religion indeed infringes upon 

the unbounded luſt, the inſatiable appetites, 
the ungovern' d paſſions of the wicked, and 
the vile; the debauch'd would think them- 
- ſelves in this caſe, under too cloſe a reſtraint ; 
but this is the very good it propoſes, and a 
| manifeſt good it is; for were mankind every 


one to go in bis own way, to follow his own 


8 8 inclinations without any reſtraint, and with. 
out any reſpect to others, they would grow | 
the mott n the moft: ene to one 
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another of all the ſpecies of animals 3 in the 
whole creation. 

Wr ſhould indeed make God Almighty a 
ſtrange kind of a being, ſhould we place him 
at the head of the univerſe, and imagine that 
he regards neither virtue nor vice, nor cares 
which is practis'd among mankind, This is 
an idea that we can hardly form of any good 
being cven among men, as full of defects as 
they are; and it muſt be a very injurious 
way of thinking with regard to Gop, whom 
we know to be entire goodneſs without the 
leaſt defect ho has originally conſtituted 
and eſtabliſh'd an eſſential difference between 
good and evil; —made goodneſs to be even 
what it is, amiable, —advantageous,—defira- 
lle, and vice the contrary ;—hath ſtrictly en- 

Join'd the practice of the one, and forbid the 
purſuit of the other. Can it not be properly 

aſk'd in this caſe, what, be that made the eye, 
can he not ſee? Or he that made the ear, can 
he not hear? He that teacheth man knowledge, 
doch be not underſtand? He therefore that 
_ conſtituted virtue and goodneſs, doth not he 
regard it with approbation? Certainly he doth _ 
and will in his good time reward it too. But 


— 
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notwithſtanding the abſurcdit y and inconſiſt- 


-ency of ſuch notions, the vile and prophane 


muſt hkewiſe be ſo abſurd as either tookthiy 

to Overlook fuch incongruities, without en- 
am ination, or wickedly ef pouſe fa} e princi- 
ples as they ſerve their turn, and indulge 


them in their VOOR. For could theſe 
but be perſuaded, as as the matter is in very 
fact, that they are, at the time of their lewyd- 
neſs and wicked practices, in the preſence of 
an a!l righteous, all poꝛver ſte!, all acid, all jut, 
and an all god God; — That God who is 
the author of * their being, who out of indu- 
bitable right hath eſtabliſh d laws for their 
conduct, and hath the ſame claim to their 
obedience as a father hath to a child's, on- 
ly in a much higher de grec; one would 

_ think that they would conſider, and for- 
hear to violate and break the laws of ſuch 
great majefly, as well as of fo great goodneſs; 


to which kings themſelves are ſubjected, and 


for the breach of which Any muſt be or. 
countable. _ 


AND all this in the fir nal iſſue will be to the 


ſinners ruin, tho“ at preſent the affront, | in 
the higheſt degree is to Gop, For tho' Gon 
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be inſinitely good, he muſt be infenitely ins, 
otherwiſe his lenity and mildneſs toward: 
the wicked, in paſſing over their crimes, 
without inflicting a proper puniſhment, would 
be very injurious 20 the good and virtuous. 
ſhould Gon, for inftance, proclaim to his 
creatures that the oppreſſor ſhould go for ever 
unpuniſhed, and the opprefed unpitied and un- 
relieved; that the vile and the prophane, the 
_ ernel and the extortioner, the unjuft and 105 
uncharitable, in hort, thoſe who arc guilty o. 
all forts of crimes, injurious to others, and 
inglorious to Goo, ſhould be at laſt upon 
the fame footing with the good, the faith- 
ful, the obedient the humane, the juſt and the 
charitable; would this be goodneſs? No, far 
from it; it would be and encouragement to 
all forts of wickedneſs, the world would be 
in ſuch a ſtate of diſtraction, as would be in- 
tolerable; nothing but avowed rapine and 
villany would prevail over the face of the wn 
4 earth, | 
sSkxrixc then, my brethren, the ſlavery, 
_ the yoke, the bondage of in the vile and de- 
praved nature of it; the degradation we un- 
dergo; the indignity we offer unto human 
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nature, when we arc found guilty of ſinful 


and evil practices ;-—who would be doers of 


ſuch things, baſe in themſelves, and fure 


one day of meeting their deſerved puniſh- 
ment. Let us rather break every yoke of bon- 
dage, and let not fin have dominion over tis to 
obey it in the luſts thereof. Let us walk in 
90, hel liberty, direct cur feeps by goſpel rules, 


and then, and not till then, will all our 


ways be ways of preefentneſ , and all our 


paths will be peace. 


| Now to Goo, the Father, &. 
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PRov. xxii. 6. 
Train up a could in the way he ſhould go, 


and when | e 2s old be Wi not depart from 
it. | 


KN HOSOEVER feriouily confiders the | 
W 2 ſtate of religion, and morality, as it 
Kya is at preſent, will not I believe, think 
it unuſeful to make the precept in my text 
the ſubject of his moſt earneit thoughts and 


reflections. Were children train'd up in the 


way they ſhould go; were they train'd up in the 
way of A and virtue, we might. not 58 
Ce | 
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bably ſee them go fo much out of the road 


in their journey thro” life, and ſo often mils 


of that meta, or mark, to which their actions 


ſhould tend, and all their aims be directed, 
ghould the foundation of goodneſs be happily 


laid in youth, it would by degrees grow into 


a perfect age, and the purſuit of virtue would 
become fo habitual, and withal fo eaſy, to 


the man thus form'd trom the very begin- 
ing, that nothing could pr evail upon him to 
divert his courſe, or, to be captivated with 
3 any oppoſite object, at the expence of his 
virwe, be it ever ſo fair and alluring. 


I is very evident even to common expe- 
rience, that where there is a neglect in this 
caſe, the event is often ruinous, and fatal, al- 


ways lamentable, and but ſeldom retrievable. 


The habits we contract when young be- 


come a ſecond nature, and too frequently it 


happens that wWe cannot get clear of them 
chilſt we live. The tender minds of children, 
like melted wax, receive with the fame cal 
and aptitude the ſtam pof good or evil; there is 
no difference as to the difficulty of making : 
4." 0 receiving either. impreſſion, tho' a great 
deal will follow in the enſuing courſe of 
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'RELIGHOUS: EDUCATION, 271 
life. Great care therefore ſhould be taken 


that what is ſo ſuſceptible ſhould have no bad 
impreſſions made upon it; for iti all probabili- 


ty they will ſink ſo deep, that no pains hereaf- 
ter will be able to eraſe ther 


is very 


juſt then to think, as was hinted before, that 
0 ſhould not ſee fo many miſcarriages in 
people conduct when old, had they bern 
properly taken care of, or as in my text. 
train'd up in the uy they W $0, when i 


young. 


WE find that moſt childraw are ew 


ready to learn, to imitate, and to copy after 


what they car and ſee 1 in others; and with- : : 


out all doubt this docile quality might be 

cultivated much to their advantage, Were 
| there as many good examples as ill ones ;— — 

were the knowledge of what 1s really good 


and uſeful communicated in as familiar and 


eaſy a manner as the knowledge of what ig 
_ uſeleſs and trifling, and often times of what 


is abſolutely, and of itſelf, evil; 1 believe the 
85 one might be attained with as much facility 


as the other, and infinitely to the advantage 
ol the young diſciple. 80 that in this caſe, | 


* 
manner eee 


212 SERMON XII. 

corrupt ſhould not yet be blamed unjuſtly) 
that children are naturally prone to imbibe 1 

What is evil much ſooner than what is good, 3 

might in ſome meaſure be removed. 

IT muſt indeed be acknowledged that there 
is a ſort of propenſity or bias in the human 
diſpoſition, if left to itſelf, which precipitatly 
hurries on the fallen race to what is evil; 
and for this reaſon we ought te exert ourſelves 

to tae utmoſt in oppoſition to this too often 
prevailing current: And certainly the aids we 
may borrow from reaſon and grace, from a 
pious and regular education, from good ad- 
vice, and more efficacious good example, will 
be able undoubtedly to be an over-ballance in 
the matter, and will put it in our power to 
keep the evil part in ſubjection to the good. 
Tt bas! been urged by ſome, that children in 
the courie of their education ſhould not be 
troubi-c with religious principles, but ſhould 
be leſt to their choice, with regard to thoſe 
_ things, when they come of an age proper, as 
may be ſuppoſed, to judge for themſelves. 
f And when pray is this choice to be made? 
Alas! when the paſſions are at the height, 
and reaſon not yet reſolute enough in the de- 
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fence of her ground againſt the too power- 
ful affaults of pleaſures and temptations; and 
what wonder, if at ſuch a time of life, they 
ſhould think it much eaſier for them to live 
as they had been bred, and make choice of 
no religion at-all. e 


Tas therefore being a matter of ſo great 


moment, let us, my brethren, take it into 
dodur ſerious conſideration, and try at an a- 
mendment amongſt mankind, by laying the 
early foundation of it in youth, which will 
be the moſt likely to ſtand ſecure, and 
moſt able to ſupport a goodly ſuperſtructure. ; 
This then we muſt have a view to both with 
regard to faith and morals; and this includ- 
ing the whole duty of mankind will be the 
beſt means, if rightly diſcuſſed, of training up 
the child in He goed way be could go, that 
: when he comes to an advanced period of lite 
he will not depart fi om 11. 


Axp 1ſt. with regard to oh great care. . 


| ſhould be taken to direct his ſteps, to eſta- 
bliſh his goings in the one, ſafe, plain, mit 
erring way, the way of chriſtianity;—the 
only way which will bring him to an happy 
| concluſion, And in order to this, we muſt 
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bring him into the chriſtian covenant by 
baptiſm. The inſtitution of baptiſm is not 
the tradition of men, but an inſtitution of 
Chrift himſelf, poſitively enjoinꝰd the apoſtles, 
and by them as punctually obey'd. Go ye 
faith our Lord, make diſciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the father, and 
of the ſon and of the Holy Ghoſt. T. caching | 
them to obſerve all things that I have ſaid unto 
von. The command then we fee is expreſs; 
and the ſubſequent practice of the apoftles 
after they had received the Holy Ghoſt, which 
was to come, according to their mafter's pro- 
miſe, 79 teach them all things, and ring all 
things to their remembrance b . be had faid 
wnto them, puts it out of all doubt that they 
acted in this caſe by virtue of their Logp's | 
commiſſion; fer they went and made diſci- 
ples of all nations, and baptized them in the 
name they were commanded. And they be- 
ing under the influence of the holy ſpirit of 
God, it was impoſſible for them to miſtake in 
the manner or matter of the inſtitution, For 
certainly the Holy Ghoſt which was given 
for ſo great a purpoſe, i. e.— for the purpoſe 
of making converts to the faith of Chriſt; 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION. 216 
of baptizing them when made, and afterwards 
of teaching them to ovſerve all things he bad 


id unto them, would not have ſuffered them 
to err in fo fundamental a point as hap!i/m. 
The apoitles then by their practice have moſt 

poſitively determined the ſenſe and meaning 


of our LoD commandment upon this head, 


and applied it to water-baptiſ7 1, as we read 


in all places in the acts relating to this doc- | 


: trine. 


As ther efore there is one Lord 1 75 ths 


ene faith and one bapitjm ; and this one bap- 


tiſm, or admiſſion into the chriſtian covenant, 


as our Lokd himſelf hints to Nzcodemus, plain- 
ly aluding to the inſtitution, is by water and 
pPpirit. Except a man be born of water and of 
the ſpirit he cannot enter into the kinzdom of 


God. And the apoſtle informs us, that the 


church of Chriſt is Sanflified with waſting of 
water by the word. _ | 


Jonx the Baptiſt, whoſe miniſtry was per- 


parative to that of Chrift, aid, tis true, to 
his converts, I indeed baptive you with water 
undo repentance, but he that cometh after me is 
mightier than I, whoſe ſhoes I am not | wortby 
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to bear, be ſhall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghoſt and with fire. 
HE then Jobn plainly intimates that 
the baptiſm which Chriſ was to baptize 
with, ſhould be of a peculiar nature; pecu- 
| liar to the mediatorial office and perfective 
of that miniſterial one of water ;—and there- 
fore can be thought, no ways, to ſuggeſt that 
the uſe of water baptiſm ſhould be laid aſide 
in the chriſtian miniſtry, and that chriſtian 
baptiſtn ſhould be that of the ſpirit only 
without any external inſtitution. For he did 
not ſay, which muſt have been ſaid before any 
ſuch deduction can be fairly made, I indeed 
buapti ge you with water, but he that cometh after 
me, ſhall not baptize you with water, bu? 
_ eoith the Holy Ghoſt and with fire only. He 
did not, I ſay, once hint that Chrif# ſhould 
lay aſide the uſe of water baptiſm in the chri- 
ſtian miniſtry, but as the one wwas unto repen- 
tance, ſo the other ſhould be te higher and 
compleater purpoſes, even for the obtaining the 
gift of the holy ſpirit, and to the remiſſion of 
fins. And taking the words of Jon in this 
plain, obvious, and uncavilling ſenſe, it ap- 
pears that he was a prophet in this caſe, for 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION. 217 
Chriſt did afterwards poſitively inſtitute the out- 
ward ſign of wwoter baptiſm to be a ſtanding 
ordinance in the chriſtian miniſtry, Indeed 1 


think the congruity of the inſtitution is very 


clear and proper; for as there is an obvious 
connection between repentance an d jorgrveneſs, 
the one being the neceſſary fore-ranner of 


the other, fo Chriſi by his expreſs command, 


hath made water-baptiſin the initiating 
method of obtaining that more purify! / 29 one 


of the ſpirit, 


To ſay that C 277% d did not baotine with 
water, by way of example, and to eſta- 


| blih the ordinance as founded upon his own 


practice, is nothing at all to the purpoſe. 

For with regard to the peculiar offices of 
Chrift in the redemption of man, they are 
quite of a ſuperior nature to thoſe miniſterial 
offices which he hath committed in charge 


to his apoſtles; and therefore 'tis not the bat 
tif which Chrift himſelf baptized with, be- 
ing that of the Holy Ghoſt and of fire, but the 


baptiſm he commanded them to baprive with 


muſt be our rule and direction in the matter. 
Upon the due diſcharge therefore of the com- 
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215 SERMON XII. 
mandment of Chriſt, go ye and teach dll 


nat ions, baptizing them in the name of the 


father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghoſt; 


teaching he n 70 obſerve v ee I have com- 


manded you, He himfelf will haptige w07th the 

| poly crit, this being ſtill his appropriate of- 
ficc he will tend grace from above to affiſt 
the faithful convert, for to the command he 

| hath added a promiſe, and lo, I am with you 
alꝛeays, even unto the end of the world. And 


when Chr 5 Was among men, tho' he did 


not baptize with water, yet his diſciples did 
even then, and certainly, if tat baptiſm was 


not by him intended to be a ſtanding ordi- 


nance in the chriſtian miniſtry, he would 
not have ſuffered them to ſet out upon ſo 


wrong a footing. Here therefore the foun- 
dation muſt be laid before any ſuperſtructure 


enn be raiſed. Here we dedicate the perſon 
to Gov, and happy will it be for him, ſhould 
his whole life be like unto this beginning. 


Tu next thing I ſhall propoſe to be con- | 


| ſidered, having given a hint only with re- 


gard to the inititiation of the young diſciple, 


is the care of his education both as a chriſt- 
ian and a man. And i in this we muſt begin 
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= - with the chriſtian part, for this is the foun- 
dation of all moral duty as well as religious, 
In this caſe then let children as ſoon as 
may be, become ſenſible of the engagements 
they are under by virtue of the chriſtian COVE 
5 nant they have enter d into. What others pra- 
miſed for them at their baptiſm they muſt 
perform themſelves, otherwiſe. they will not 
recewe the benefit propoſed, being found 
wanting on their own part. What is ſtipu- 
lated at that time on their behalf is ſo much 
to their intereſt, and has ſuch a tendency to 
their welfare and happineſs, that, if they be 
properly inform'd of what they are to do, 
aud what advantages accrue unto them by ſo 
doing, 'they will no doubt, if they be friends 
to themſelves, be as punctual as poſſible in 
the performance of the bavtiſmalengagement, 
eſpecially when they know, as it is the na- 
ture of all covenants, that one party is under 
no obligation of beſtowing the reward where 
the other is deficient in the conditional duty. 
Were not this the caſe, were it not their 
| higheſt intereſt to take upon themſelves, when 
they know, what was promiſed for them, 
fe when they. did not know, it would be 
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abſurd for any one to enter into ſuch an 
engagement in the behalf of another without 
his conſent, and indeed no ways charitable. 
Ap to make the duties of religion 
more agreeable and delightful, I would 
willingly have them inculcated upon the 
principles of love and gratitude, rather 
than upon the principles of fear and terror. 
For the firſt will make them in love with 
their duty; the other will indeed reſtrain them 
from the breach of it, but will not ſo effect- 
ually animate them into a chearful and will- 
ing diſcharge of it. Inform them that their 
love is due to Gop, becauſe he loves them, 
and has in himſelf all thoſe excellences ane 
perfections that are the true objects of love and 
: efteem. — That Gor has an abſolute right to 
their obedience, as he is the parent of all liu- 
ing, the maker of all things, and without 
whole providence and care over them, they 
could not be able to ſubſiſt a moment. That 
they, in point of gratitude, ought to be thank- 
fil to fo great a benefater, —ſhould at all 
times have a general and habitual ſenſe of 
thankfulneſs upon their minds, and at all pro- 
Per times e 1 it; ſhould declare 
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the wonders that be doth fer the children of 
men, even in the common courle of hisprovi- 
dence.--That God is onmiſcient and omm!pro- 


. ut, knweth all things, and is prefer al alt 


places and at all times; theref ore they Should 
take heed to their want, take great care of 
their behaviour, before fo all. being an inſpect- 


or; that nothing they do ſhould give offence 


to their great Gop, leſt th. ey might any Vi as 


tofe bis love and favour, without which they 
muſt be undone for ever. 


AGAIN, , inculcate into them betimes, that 


3 LUGL 


Gop 7s bely, uſt, and true; 75 2 mtely worſe, 11. 

Junite ly good. Theſe divine per fections then, 
are the patterns they ſhould copy af 
ter, and form their lives by. Is the Almigh- 
ty good unto men? Is Gor rfinitely « wiſe? 


Then men ſhould be good to one another; 


— 4 » 


his infinite wiſdom ſhould certainly bring i in 


to ſubjection the wiſdom of man 3 the 


human underſtanding, which is apt to ſet too 
much by itſelf, into an acquieſcence under 


every myſterious determination, and defign of 
the divine wiſdom, tho' it can't comprehend 


it at the preſent; and this will be a means of 
making us happy under all the various diſ- 
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poſitions of things, tho' they ſhould be to 
our ſeeming diſadvantage, concluding that 
the wiſdom of Gop orders all things right 
and for the beſt, This in ſhort 4 ts to be 0 

undo ſalbation. . 
FARTHER, religion ſhould not be repre- 
ſented as a melan xcholy ſcheme, which de- 
bars people of all the enjoyments of life 3 
but on the contrary, as in truth it is, the moſt 
comfortable of all things, making glad the 
heart of man in the comforts of a godly life, 
in the knowledge of Gop, of his care and 
providence over us; and in the eternal Joys 
that it ſets before us. It is fo far from debar- 
ring us from the enjoyments of life, that 
there is no man can have ſo great an enjoy- 
ment, nor can really rejoice more in all be 
does than the truly religious. For inſtance, is 
the religious man forbid to enjoy the fruits "= 
his labour? He is not; he may enjoy ie, but 
not 79 exceſs. Is this then any hard precept ? 
No, ſo far from it, that it is calculated for 
our greateſt good; for every one knows that 
excels is preſent deſtruction, brings with it 
| pain, remorſe and miſery; and the avoiding 
i . 0/8 regular reaſonable enjoyment, con- 
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fiitent with the precepts of religion, is the pa- 


rent of health, cheerfulneſs, and of every 
bleſſing under heaven. In ſhort, let them 
underſtand that to be truly religious and vir- 


| tavus, is the only way to be ſecure and hap- 


py, 79 be in fat Gur with Gia, and in eſteem 
with all wiſe men. . 
Mokrovrk, acquaint them with the pr in- 
ciples of the chriſtian religion, into the pro- 
feſlion of which they had been received by 


baptiſm. Redemption neceſſarily implies a 


former alienation for which a pr ice, a ranfont 


miſt be paid, before the property can be reco- 
vered. Man upon the fall had alienated 5 


himſelf from God by bis diſobedience, and con- | 
ſequently forfeited his favour; became àõ 


1 to fin, and a property of its author. 
From this flavery then, Gop of bis great 
goodneſs toward man, was pleaſed to redeem 


bum, to re-eſtabliſh him! in his favour, with 
10 leſs a price, with no leſs a ranſom than the 
| death of his Son upon the croſs. In this diſ- 
n Go manifeſts che 1m [ove and 5 
regard towards man, and at the fame time 
the utmoſt ſeverity to the breach of his laws, 


to fin and diſobedience ; fince nothing could 


224 SERMON XII. 
attone for it but the ſacrifice of his San. This 
Ereat and luſt meſſenger of Gop, has taught 
us the way of ſalvation, and enables us by the 
n/fiflance of the holy ſpirit, which be ſends us 
from the father, to continue in God's favour, 
And all this upon the eaſy condition of taith 
in him, and obedience to his commands, as 
ſet forth in the goſpel. "3 condition, one 
would think, ſufficiently eaſy on man's part, 
for there is no point of fcriptural faith pro- 
' poſed to our belief but what are properly 
objetts of "faith, and no precept for prattice but 
what highly conduces to our iniereſt and : 
- 1. e upon the performance. 
Tus wonderful ac? of lave and mercy then, 
the Fa of lat man, apparently ſhews 
how much Gop is pleas'd to intereſt himſelf 
in his behalf, and well may we ſay with the 
pllalmiſt Lord, what is man that thou haſt ſuch 
reſpect unto him, or the Jon of man that thou, 
y regardeſt him! his therefore moſt certainly 
requires in return on man's part, which is 
all he can do, the higheſt gratitude, love, and || 
_ obedience. In this blefled diſpenſation = 
the holy goſpel, we are taught our duty to 
our great creator under ſuch circumſtances 
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of advantape, that we can't miſs of knowing 
what we ſhould do, and What we ſhould re- 
frain from doihg; and tho' we may have 
ſome natural notices of theſe things imprint- 
ed upon our minds, yet in a tate of nature 

' theſe impreſſions being much obliterated, 
there ſeems to be need of more than human 
authority tore-enjoin theſe duties, and ſome aſ- 
| fiſtance more than human to enable us, in o p- 
poſition to corrupt inclination to put them in 
practice, Let the child then be carefully in- 
formed that in this, and in this only, centers 
all his hopes, all his expectations, all his joy, 
all his happineſs; and accordingly as he dif- 
_ charges his part herein, fo accordingly ſhall 
he not be diſappointed of his hopes. Let 
him be formed by the rules herein deli- 
ver'd both as to faith and practice, and he 
will find che yoke eaſy, and the burthen light, 
AGAIN, as to the moral part of life, the 
bett rules for his conduct in this point muſt. 
be formed upon the ſame plan. To this 
paurpoſe therefore let this be a firſt principle, 
the ou rule to ' 89 by; that in all caſes, be 3 
E „ 
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Should ds unto vthers, as he would have others, 


in the like circumſtances, do unto him. This 
is a principle which may be inculcated at 
a very early time of life; for there is no be- 
ing that has ſenſation, but knows his own 
diſlikes; and if he can expreſs it will natur- 
ally and juſtly complain of ill uſage from 
others. From his own manner then of be- 
ing affected with good or ill treatment, he 
may very eaſily form an idea how others are 
affected on the like occaſions; and miy be 
caſily perſuaded if taken in time, to uſe others = 
as kindly, as he would have others uſe him 


in the like caſe. And tho' the relative tranſ- | 


actions of children are chiefly trifles and of 
no great conſequence, yet let them learn to 
act by this rule even in the ſmaleſt occuren- 
ces, and the habit will be a great ſecurity to 
them when they come to act their part in a 

more important ſcene of life. . 

AGAIN, endeavour to give children, which 
will tend very much to their eaſe and hap- 
pineſs, a true notion of the value and uſe of 
things; that riches, power, high ſtation and 
appearances I in the world, are no o farther valu- 
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able than they are made a good uſe of, and 
directed to their proper ends. To give an 


| inſtance of each kind. Should the man of 


wealth be given to exceſs and debauchery, 


the man of power to injuſtice, cruelty and in- 


humanity; the one has the inſtruments of 


luxury ready at hand, the other is able by 
his power to execute his unjuſt and cruel de- 
ſigns, and neither will ſtop in his career, till 


the firſt Has ruin'd himſelf, and the laſt has 
ruin'd as many others as he can. In this 


caſe then, and with this kind of management, 
neither wealth nor power can be of any real 

advantage to mankind, but rather ſerve them 
as ſo much fuel to ſet on fire their irregular 


paſſions and luſts, which if gratified will as 


certainly tend to their utter deſtruction. 
High ſtation and pompous appearances are 


of uſe, if directed to their proper ends; to : 


preſerve 2 diſtinction among mankind ſo Gay 7 
as may be neceſſary; — to keep in being ajuſt 


decorum in point of good behaviour, and a 


proper reſpect from one to the other, which 
is in an high degree neceſſary for the ſupport 
| of good goverment in the world, Bbt if 


* 


228 SERMON XII. 
theſe high ſtations are attended with pride, 
ſuperciliouſneſs and haughtineſs, inſtead of a 


due concern for the welfare of mankind, and 


a condeſcenſion without meaneſs when it is 


to do good, tis then utterly uſeleſs and not 


Worth the ſuing for. In ſhort tis not only 
lawful but laudable to grow honeſtly great, 


if it be with a real defign of doing good in 
the world; to grow powerſul in order to 


remove oppreſiion, and ſee juſtice adminiſtred 


with an impartial hand; to diſcountenance | 
vicc and prohpaneneſs, and to give liſe and ſpi- 
rit to true religion, virtue and goodneſs. Neat - 
neſs in dreſs is laudable in order to preſerve 
the dignity of human nature, according to 
every one's ſtation in life; but if the heart 
| ſhould take a pride i in this, if it ſhould be 
weak enough to grow elate by the means of 
outward pomp and figure, and conſequently | 
render the man infignificant, and inſup- 
portably vain; then it becomes vitious and | 
faulty, tho! in itſelf uſeful, Under theſe a--i 
prehenſions of things we ſhall be moſt likely 
to be content in our preſent ſtation if we have 


” _— to (tho goſpel precept, but te 00d and : 
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raiment; and it providence ſhould be pleas'd 


to proſper our honeſt endeavours, enlarge the 
ſphere of our life, and add riches fo our för 


mer contentment, we ſhould in all probability 


make the right ule of God's bleſſings, make all 
| things WE poſſe eſs fubſervient to the ghry Y God, 5 


and the good of mankind. 
FaRTHER, form the minds of youth to 


. generous ſentiments, to a benevolent ſpirit 
towards all men, to an inviolable regard to 


truth, to fidelity and fincerity 1 in all their 


tranſ- actions to patience and contentment in 
all circumſtances of life; to a ſubmiſſion to 


government, to a due reſpect to ſuperiors, to. 


an affability and courteou ſmeſs towards their 
_ equals, to a tenderneſs towards their inferiors, 


remembring that they are their follow chrif- 95 


trans, and equal in the moſt material point, 


be they ever fo unequal in other reſpects 


which are not of ſo great conſequence. 


theſe and ſuch like methods, We ſhall 


brain up the child in the way he foould g 9%, and 
| happy would it te » for him if he ſhould be jo 


train 'd; but ſtill chere is one thing wanting, 
and a vey” material one, which muſt be ad- 
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dd to the precept, elſe it bears no weight, 
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and that is example ;—and this I ſhall re- 


ſerve for another opportunity. la the mean 
time let us pray Gop to give a hing to 
our endeavours, in whoſe power it is after 
all our Planting. and watering 70 give the 
increaſe. 


T whom, with the on ond the 
Holy e, &C. 
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; Prov, xxii. 6. i 


75 rain 25 4 l in v the way. be — 29, 
and when be is old be wi 2 not * From 
it N 


; NES AVING laid down ſome directions 
| with regard to the religious educa- 
E tion of youth, which in this for- 
ward age is much wanted, I ſhall go on, as 
'F: propos 'd, to ſhew, that example mult be 
join'd to precept, otherwiſe it will prove in- 
effectual and uſeleſs. In vain then will it 
be for parents, as to any good effect, to ex- 
bort their children, or wy indeed under their 


* rr 
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care, 70 be ſober, to be chaſte, 70 be friftly 
temperate, £0 allow no indulgence to ſenſual ap- 
petites, when at the ſame time they ſee in 


their teachers own practice even notorious 
precedents to the contrary. It will but little 


avail them to preſcribe their children the 
ftricteſt rules of veracity and truth, of patience 
and forbearanct, of decency and medefly, both 
in words and action, when they themſelves 
are found falſe and treacherous, ſacrificing 
truth to intereſt or paſſion; when they are 
impatient and revengeful; when they are looſe 


and indecent in their expreſſions, and immo- 


deft i in their behaviour. I don't doubt but all 


parents would rejoice to ſee their children 1 5 
behave well in theſe reſpects; but they muſt 
ſhew the way in their own conduct, as well 
as by their injunctions; otherwiſe the young 
diſciples will be apt to imagine that theſe | 
rigid precepts flow from an arbitrary and 
| tyrannical temper, rather than from a love _ 
of what is good, a ſenſe of what is right, 
and a diflike of what is wrong; they will 
be apt to look upon theſe acts of power 
and aathority as reſtrictions laid upon youth, 
bor what reaſons they know not, but by no 
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Bhedns as a model of their lives ; and proba- 
bly think the time of their diſcipline irkſome, 


forming to themſelves ſecret refolutions of act- 
ing with the ſame licence, when they come 
to the ſame ſtage of life as thoſe who are in 
point of time only before them. Let parents 
therefore, who have the good of their chil- 
dren really at heart, ale heed of their own 
 wways in this reſpect that they give them mw 
a offence ; and as an help to their own pattern, : 
let them alſo pvint out the example of others 
bor their improvement, and ſhew them what 
do follow, and what to avoid by the good or 
— characters they may find! in the world, and 
by the good or bad conſequences that actu- 5 
ally attend each of them. There is, thank 
| Gop, even yet, ſuch a good and true com- 
mon ſenſe among mankind, that àa man very 
remarkable for ill morals, quite throwing : 
off all belief of divine revelation, and con- 
- ſequently throwing off all real faith in God, 
is by common ſuffrage deſpiſed and con- 
demm d. This man has the general voice 
againſt him, and is look'd upon as a /can- 
dal to the human ſpecies. The bad fame 
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of others then, ariſing from their irregular and 
evil actions, would have a very good effect, 
uf properly applied, upon the tender minds of 
youth, in deterring them from the commiſſi- 


on of thoſe vices, which they find to be at- 


tended with an ill and odious character. 
There is no better exhortation to frugaltty, 
good ecommy and chaſtity, than to ſhew peo- 
5 ple the diſtreſs the poverty, the wretchedneſs, 
that many a profuſe ſpend-thrift, and de- 
banchee, have brought themſelves into, 
Orc more, the child, in order to his be- 
ing traind up in the way he could go, muſt, 
as ſoon as pollible, be put to an honeſt, and 
ſuitable employment. This would be at- 
tended with univerſal good conſequence, with 
regard both to himſelf and the public. As 
to himſelf, this will put him upon a foot of 
getting a ſubſiſtence in the world; and as to 
the public it would be of the greateſt advan- 
tage to have a community conſiſting of thoſe 
people who do their duty with care and di- 
lirence in their reſpective ſtation. Idleneſs 
1s certainly the moſt pernicious as well as 
the moſt pregnant evil that man can ever be 
75 polleſed with; it is the root of all wicked- ; 
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nels, impiety and ungodlineſs, and brings 
moſt of its votaries to. thame and diſgrace, 

Happy would it be for the g public, were there 
ſome care taken, in this rt ett, of the child- 
ren of the poor. 5 Were they al! properly 
” employ'd, and ! brought up in a ſenſe 

of the duty. they oe 10 God and man, We 

{n 20uld, I am ready to. bel ve, find a great 
change, not o! ly | in point / religion and mo- 

rality non them, but l ranifeſt ad- 
vantage LCC ruing to the community from 
ſuch a . Our preient complaint is, 

that our po: or are debauch d, Prop ane, 3 

idle; and that by t this means the public ſuf- 
fers in point of that advantage which other- 
wiſe would ariſe from their hone! be 
and ſervice. If this then be the BY ſhould 
not the public endeavour all it can to reform 
theſe abuſes among its laborious members; 
and iſ the preſent generation are ſo far cor- 
rupted as to be paſt reforming, yet reſpect 


| thould be had to the riſing generation, mat 


they ſhould, by being brought up carly in 
the way of induſtry, before lazinels eats theus 
up as ruſt does Iron; by being taught in 
time the principles of religion and morality» 
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before ignorance like thick darkneſs quite ob. 
eures their intelle&s;—by being brought up 

in ſobriety, honeſty, and the fear of Gon; 
that they ſhould, I ſay, by theſe happy means 
become a bleſſing to themſelves, and uſeful to 
the community. Every individual member 


ſhould be uſeful to the whole body, by _ 


charging thoſe offices that fall to its ſhare; 
therefore it ſhould be the care of the 3 


body to preſerve every individual member in 


ſuch a ſound, healthy condition as to be able 
to perform with chearfulneſs that duty and 
office incumbent upon it. And indeed one 
might wonder that, in this age of charity, 
ſomething of this kind has not been thought 
of, which indeed would be the greateſt cha- 
rity of all, as laying the foundation of good- 
neſs and virtue, and withal of publick atility, 
which by the bleſing of God would ſubſiſt 
for ages to come. And would it not become 
a general advantage, if a general care was ta- 
ken, and a general proviſion made for the 
chriſtian education, and the honeſt employ- _ 
ment, of every individual member of the 
community? Mankind thus form'd from 
their very youth to bulineſs and induſtry, 


rere Wwy rer Werner venere * 
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would look upon adleneſi as the reproach of 


human nature, and would have as preat an 


averſion for it, as the ſluggurd has for work 
and labour. Hcrein then lies the great ad. 
vantage of training up the child in the way be 


ſoould go, that, all good qualities, proves thoughts, 


good intentions, and all the {rain of moral and 
 chriftian virtues, growing up with him, and 


of almoſt equal date with himſelf, he would 


look upon the contrary vices as things alien 
to him, and upon confidering the conſe- 
- quences of thoſe things, would without the 
1 leaſt heſitation condemn them for madneſs 
and extreme folly. Which brings me to 
conſider, ſecondly, according to the order of 
my text, that a child thus train'd up in the 
way be ſhould ge, will not when he is old * 


i! rom it. 


THE child that is . 3 up in 


the love and fear of his maker, who has had . 
carly inſtructions in religion and virtue,—hag 
| habitually in his mind a ſenſe of his duty to- 


wards God and his neighbour ; has been 


brought betimes and conſtantly to the church = 
/ Chriſt, the place of common edi fication in 
tbe faith, and of common admonition to good by 
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] 
4 


238 8 E R M ON XIII. 
and laudable practices; — has been carefully 
taught that his coming to that place is 3 
duty he indiſpenſibly OWes to Co and im- 
ſelf; he that has been thus train'd up, and 
has had the good example of others, as wel] 
as their precepts to lead him on and eſtabliſh 
him in this good and right way, when he 
comes of age to underſtand for himſelf, and 
to know the true nature of good and evil, 
_ will moſt certainly think it a very mean and 
_ unwiſe exchange, for the ſake of a few tem- 


pPorary, tranſient, falſe and deceitful pleaſures, 


to leave the reaſonable and delightful ſervice 
/ God, his former ways of pleaſantneſs, and 
Paths of peace, and turn to ways contrary to 
theſe; ways of bitterneſs, paths of ſorrow, 
grief and deſtruction. He that has once 
taſted of heavenly things, of godlineſs and uir- 
tue, will not be likely to degrade himſelf fo 
far as to fall back to things earthly, groſs and 
groveling. When his own jndgment informs 
him, that what he had been taught when 
young, would have been otherwiſe his choice 
When old, this ſettles and fixes him in a good 
courſe, and he will think himſelf extremely : 


happy, to have had the of eds of grace, of | | 
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goodue 5, virtue and religion tow'd in him, at 
a time when the foil was uncorrupt, and 
when the ſeed ſown might take root with 
the greateſt advantages. This is building an 
houſe upon a rock and not upon funds, and 
when the winds blow, and the rains beat, it 
will ſtand ſecure, its oo dation being well 
lands inns: 
We daily ſee, in ah every inflancs of 
common life, that uſe is a ſecond nature, and 
that things very difficult at firſt appearance, 
become by this means very caſy and famili- 
ar. Should there be any difficulty then in 
hs duties of religion, in the rules of virtue, 
piety and goodneſs, in the limitations of tem- 
perance, moral honeſty and chaſtity, {which in 
reallity there is not, but on the contrary much 
facility, and laſting joy) by carly uſe and 
practice, the moſt difficult parts would be- 
come delightful and agreeable. For the diffi. 
culty of any eacformance immediately va- 


niſhes, as ſoon as the habit is eſtabliſhed, 
ERL x piety, therefore, which is the 8 


y parent, the very principle of all virtue, is 
of infinite advantages i in all reſpects. It = 
the mind againſt the allurements of pleaſures, 
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and the violence of temptations, The ill of 


—ͤ3ã—w— — —— ——äöäj . — , — 


God is the ſupreme, the ſacred, the inviolable 


rule of all its conduct; it looks upon fin and 
prophaneſs as ſomething unexperienced, and 
is very cautious in contracting a familiarity 
with any thing that has the leaſt appearance 
of evil. Virtue and goodneſs is what it has 


always practiſed, the glory of God, and the good 


of man, are the great deſigns of its life, the 
end of all its actions. Neither ſtratagem 
nor ſurpr ize will be able totally to defeat it; 
ic goes on fix d and ſteady principles, does 
nothing undeliberately, and without at. 
tentively conſidering whether ſuch a thing 
be conſiſtent with its main purpoſes, and 
therefore is in a good poſture of defence a- 
gainſt the ſpiritual enemy. 5 When one is 


poſſeſſed with a good opinion, even of what 


is bad in itſelf, he is apt to retain that ſenſe, 
and keep, at leaſt, ſome remainder of that 
favourable notion, in | ſpite of all the pains 
that may be taken to convince him of the 
contrary. He will be very likely to be at 
tach'd to that fide to which he firſt made 3 
himſelf a party, and will come by degrees to 
make that his choice, which probably at firſt 
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he was led into by evil example, and his 
own weakneſs. How dangerous then muſt. 
it be to the welfare of mankind, if in their 
youth they ſhould be indulged to have any 
kind of favourable ſentiments of what is 
wrong, and of what will ultimately tend to 


their deſtruction. If irreigion and impiety, 
if vice and immoral; ty, ſhould be ſuffered to 


take the firſt poſſeſſion of their hearts, E 
will be found an hard matter to drive out 


theſe ancient inhabitants, and Pac: others 


in their room 


SEEING then that the firſt 2 have 
a very great advantage, and are molt likely 


o keep. their ground againſt all oppoſers, 
great care ſhould be taken that our firſt com- 
panions ſhould be ſuch as we need not re- 


peat of hereafter, and whom we ſhould glad- 
ly entertain whilſt we live. In a word, let re- 


ligion which is the ground work of every 
thing good and deſireable in the conduct of 
man z — let an early ſenſe of duty, both to G 
and man; let the principles of benevolence, 
bhumani ty and charity; —let theſe things be as 


it were mige with dba vx growth, 
6 8 
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and then they will go thro! the ſtage of life 
with comfort to themſelves, and advantage 
| to others; and when the great day of final 
account ſhall come, they will be able with a 
good conſcience, and therefore with good con- 
fdence, to appear before that awful and ju! 
_ tribunal, where every one ſhall be rewaracd 
according to what he has done. : 

Zi. and laftly, Let us endeavour from what 
has been ſaid, to hint at ſome perſuaſive ar- 


guments, which may have ſome effect upon 
thoſe who are more immediately concern d 


in the diſcharge of this duty; and upon thoſe F 


Who tho? not ſo immediately concern'd, yet 
out of chriſtian charity ought to inſpect into 


this affair; it being a matter of conſequence 


both to publick and private, and which if 
carefully conducted, will directly tend to the 

ſatisfaction of every parent; — to the utility 

of the publick, and to the utmoſt advantage 
not only of that generation which is to be 
our immediate ſucceſſors, but even of gene- 1 
rations to come. 


Ir this is an important dur; as it plainly E 
appears to be; —a duty enjoined us both bßß 


reaſon and religion; if the neglect of it is of - 
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fach fatal and dangerous conſequence as every 
day's experience proves, how can any one 


clear himſelf from the name and imputation b 


of being a had man, 4 bad chriſtian, and a bad 
parent, who does not carefully diſcharge his 


duty in this point when incumbent upon 
| him. Moſt people are defi Irous of heaping 


ep riches, and leaving great tortunes to their 
children; but can they imagine that the, | 
will make 2 good uſe of what is left them, 


when no care atall has been taken | in forming 
their minds to religion and virtue? They 
commonly wear themſelves out with worldly 


troubles and anxieties in making proviſion 
for their bodies, whilſt the ſtate af their /ou/s 
js wholly neglected. This is che wiſdom of 
men aud not of God, and our Saviour gives di- 
rections quite contrary to theſe, for ſays he, 


Seck ye firft the kingdom of God, and bis righ. 

teou neſs, and all theſe things ſhall be added 
unto you, i. e. let heaven and the [as of God 

have the firſt place i in your hearts and affec- 
tions, follow righteouſneſs here, {the way 
to happineſs hereafter, and then you need 
not be over ſolicitous about your worldly af- 


fairs P thin gs needful for your bodies, fi Or | '# br i | 
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promiſes, if you ſeek the firſt, that theſe Iaſf? 
Hull he added unto you; — upon theſe conditi- 
ons, he will bleſs you with increafe, and proſper 
your honeſt endeavors, in ſuch a manner as will 
be ſufficient for you, Make therefore reli- 
gion, and ſpiritualthings, your firſt and chief- 
eſt care, both with regard to yourſelves and 
children; let your duty to God be the firſt 
object of your thoughts, and then, you may 
be fare his good providence will bleſs 
your encreaſe, and the inheritance you leave 
will be more likely to proſper. 
Ir parents therefore ſet to heart the wordly : 
proſperity of their children, this would be 
the beſt method they could take to attain ever 
| this end. Let them take care to bring up 
their youth. in the fear of God, and the leur . 
of religion, in a ſenſe of their duty to their 
great Creator, to their fellow creatures, and 
themſelves; let them have a thorough ſenſe 
upon their minds of the Divine Providence, 
| that God 7s the diſpenſer of all things, that 
riches and wealth, and power are put in our 
hands as into the hands of flewards, t6 be dif- 
| poſed of for the good of man, and the glory * 
Ge; and that we ſhall be accountable, al ibe 
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great day, for our management of them. Let 
them be brought up to honeſt indufiry and 
| labour, to chaſtity and ſobriety, to temperance 


and fragality, charity and . good-nature, let 
theſe leſſons be carefullytaught them in their 


| youth, and when they come maſters of them- 
| ſelves, and the fortunes their parents took ſo 
much pains to leave them, they will proba- 
bly find better employment for themſelves 
than to waſte their time in fruitleſs idleneſs, 

_ pernicious luxury, debauchery and exceſs; 
and better uſe for their riches than fooliſhly 
and fillily to ſquander them away (and which 
they themſelves may miſs before they end 
| their days) in the purſuit of criminal and 
hurtful pleaſures. This would be the way 
| to ſecure the inberitance they leave from per- 
iſhing with their breath, and to convey a 
bleſſing to their family, for many generations. 
But above all, conſidering the advantages 
af an early, virtuous and pious education 
with regard to another world, I think this 
| ſhould be the moſt powerful and irreſiſtible 
argument to prevail with parents more par 
ticularly, who have the tendereſt love and 
kindeſt affection towards their children, and 


e eee eee een eee eee eee eee 


246 SERMON XIII. 
with all indeed who have the care of youth, 


and would have a conſcience void of offence, to 
diſcharge their duty, in this reſpect, with the 


_ utmoſt diligence. The advantages of early 


piety J have hinted at already, and what 
an unſpeakable comfort would it be for pa- 


rents, reflecting upon the due diſcharge of 


their duty in this reſpec, to think that they 


have raiſed up children to be God's ſervants 


©. eres and his ſaints hereafter ;—to manifeſt 
his glory, and to be a common good lo man- 
ind. On the other hand, what a diſmal re- 


troſpect, what an horrid reflection would it be, 


to think that children, thro' the neglect of 
their parents, ſhould tall into the way of ruin 
and perdition; to ſee them, now grown head- 
| ſtrong, ſtubborn and beyond correction, run 


out into extravagances and every evil way, 
deſtructi ve both to ſaul and body. Alas! now 


have they nothing left but to bewail and 
lament, what they could once have remedied. 8 
To conclude, tho' indeed there may be 


ſome youth of ſo malignant and perverſe a 
temper, that the ſtricteſt care, and beſt form'd 


education, the moſt pious inſtructions, both 


by example and precept, prove ineffectual to 
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reclaim, and to train them up in the way 
they ſhould go: yet upon the whole, I may 


venture to affirm, that if parents, maſters, 


| and goes nord of youth, in their reſpective 


ſphere and ſtation, and others too when it 
comes in their way to be uſeful in this reſpect; 


would theſe, I fay, exert themſelves to the 


utmoſt 3 in rebuking of early vice, frophaneneſs 


and impicty, wherever it is met with, incul- 
cating the principles of wirtue and religion, 
both by admonition and example, into the 


minds of young people, upon all c occaſions, 


and all opportunities, we ſhould ſoon find 


the good effect of ſuch a conduct in the re- 
formation of man, and the eſtabliſhment of 


piety and religion. Then, and not till then, 


f might the Pjalmift's words be in the mouth 


of every parent, that os children are the gift 


- of the Lory, fo happy is the 1 man z that hath 
bis quiver full of them. 


Now 60 Gov the rather, &. 5 


_ 


2 


Xq 


E447 1 * 1 


_ 4 — REI TI OY 
JJV TE op rt,” ea; 


F ao IE, ® 


< 


IRS er a EO OD, 
2 e 6 we 3 


e Tar ew gms; fp, 


os 
— 


— 


2 


PMs I AA wits J PU Np A rf Bra ts Ar RENT 


7 
3 
> 


yy 


* 


t %. 


rr 


1 


W. F Ay 


> 


, 


** 


0 
Og 


RD LOO 


. We Nl 


2 


e e, e, ee IH LAs 


89 n 5 
V 


249 


Se b t 8. cb d. S5 db 


SER] 0 N XIV. 


Upon CHaRIT v. 


e ee e eee. ec e BEING 20 „ s 
alas 8 5256 MS NN rcd rere N bet, een "uy 720 Ol He tet 


Pre ach'd at St. James's, to e a Cale dien 
„ BRISTOL INFIRMARY. 


RIM 


MATT. xxv. part of the 27 and 40 ver. 


SF Was 4 franger, and ye tock me in, 
— was . ck, and X wiſh ted ; me. 


WEXKHESE are ſome of the mining 4 = 
10 3 7 illuſtrious characters which he Son 


NN of man, fitting on the throne of his 
glory, ſhall honour with a place on bis tight 
hand, in that great ſolemnity, when he ſhall 

= come in his glory, and all the holy angels with 
| Him, when before him ſhall be Wen to- 
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2:0 SERMON XIV. 
gether all nations; when he ſha!) ſeparate them ons 
from another; ſhall for ever ſeparate the gook Þ* 
from the bad; then ſhall the King ſav unto Þ}Þ* 
them on his right hand, come ye bleſſed children 1 
of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world, — For IT 
Was a ftranger, and ye took me in—I Was mY ice . i 
and ye viſited nis. 5 : 
Ann theſe kind and chile! actions, 
which he is pleaſed to repreſent as done unto 
himſelf, and in his own perſon. ſo greatly | 
rewards them for, are only done unto his 
poor brethren, whoſe cauſe he eſpouſes as if 
it were his own. Such i 18 the condeſcenſion g 
of the ſon of Gov, which certainly onght 
to be an example to every ſon of man, in as 
much, faith he, as Je have done il unto one of 
_ the leaf * theſe wy wrote; ve Bae 2 45 
into me. = 
Wu ar great entre this, to incite 
us to the practice of kind and beneficent ac- 
tions! actions indeed very agreeable in them- 
| ſelves, and carrying with them, even at the | 
preſent, abundance of joy, and complacency. þ| 
But when we conſider theſe things, as the 
chriſtian faith aches us, in a higher view, ws | 
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— diſtinguiſhed by our Lox in his ac- 
count of be folemn day of judgment ; —4 day 

of final. retribution to every one accor at 79 70 
_ gohat he has done;—a day! the beginning of _ 
glory, or the beginning of thame and reproach 
to the whole race of men ;-—-when we con- 


Gder chat acts of kindneſs and charity to 


brethren will then be a means of 1 5 
e highly, of raiſivg us to ſuch an emi- 
nency, in the preſence of men and angels, 
5 and ot obtaining a fngaom for ever; what 
man can look upon humſelf as unconcern'd 
in ſich an important affair? who would not 
contend for fo invaluable a prize, were he to 
relinquiſh - more of his worldly intereſt than 
is even required? who Would not 2 e to 
receive fuch glory? ö 


Lr us conſider then the Givoral obligati- : 
os we are under, and the ſeveral gracicus 


„ we have, to engage us in 
the due diſcharge of theſe pleakng duties of 
kindneſs and charity towards our brethren, — 6 
and in this, as in all other points, we ſhall 


cally diſcover the excellency of the chriſtian 


religion, in giving us additi onal motives in ” 
| the caſe, leſt we ſhould by any means fail 
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252 SERMON XIV. 
in a matter of ſo much conſequence, ſetting 
forth evidently before our eyes the everlaſt- 
ing happineſs that will accrue upon the per- 
formance of theſe things, and the inevitable 
miſery that will enſue upon the neglect. 
 CnarITyY then, or an univerſal benevo- 
lence towards mankind, 18 implanted j in our I 
nature, and inter-woven with our very con- : 
ſtitution pul mean nature in her primitive 2 
5 rectitude. And it is owing to a depravity | 
in this reſpect, that there ſhould be any alk 1 
nieſs or indifferency i in any man, with regard 4 
to his brother in diſtreſs. It muſt be a down 
right monſter, that will not wiſh well to all! 
por can any one, without he be ſuch a mon- 2 
ſter, look upon t the afflicted whithout pity and 
compaſſion, When once a man, by obdurate 3 
principles, is diveſted of benevolence and cha- 
rity, he is actually diveſted of humanity, 2 
and has no longer title either to the name FP 
or character of the human ſpecies. NV 7 
Tux voice both of reaſon and nature, a 
 hearken'd to, will plead for the diſtreſted; = 
and will not only incline us to pity, but alſo be 2 
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emotions of nature will not ruiſe in you ſuch 
yarmings of bowels, fuch compayion, ſuch a ten- 


derneſs towards your brother in calamity, as 
will extort your relief, even before you have 


time to recollect, whether you do this upon 
principles of duty, earner religious or moral, 
And what can this be, but a ſecret impulſe, 


which moſt kindly puſhes us forward 1 in the 


diſcharge of theſe duties? If at any time we = 
diſregard theſe inward ſuggeſtions, this quick 
and lively y mpathy, this indeed ſhews na- 


ture to be greatly depraved but plainly points 5 


out nature to be nature ſtill, tho” over-raled 
by bad principles, e evil habits, and evil EX 
amples. . 


AGAIN, the voice of reaſon will perſuade 


men to be kind and benevolent to their bre- 
thren. R ceaton will argue thus: We are all 
of the ſame ſpecies me have all the ſame 


common Father; we are brethren e 


have all the ſame paſſions; we are liable __ 
tlie fame accidents and misfortunes;—we are ; . 

equally ſenſible of calamitics; ;—we are in ts 

men, ſuſceptible of the fame joy, the ſame 
: ſorrow, the ſame hope and the ſame fear. . 
What then would one naturally infer from Br | 
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theſe propoſitions? What indeed, but that we 


ought, for theſe reaſons, to pity, to com- 
miſerate, and to relieve one another's miſ- 


fortunes and calamities. There is ſuch 4 


relation between mankind, that we cannot 
forget it without forgetting ourſelves; nay 
indeed, we muſt forget Cob too, the com- 


mon father of us all; and reaſon, once con- 5 
ſulted, will cry aloud againſt this, as impi- 
ous and unnatural. Reaſon always follows 
nature in what is right, and her buſineſs | 
is to correct her under any irregularities. | 
Thus for inſtance, if our corrupt nature. 
ſhould prompt us at any time to cruelty i In 
ſtead of pity, to oppreſſion inſtead of juſtice, 
to fraud, inſtead of honeſty, then 'tis the | 
buſineſs of reaſon to check theſe bad incli- 
nations, and to direct our actions, and de- 
termine our proceedings to that part which 
is right. Thus in the caſe before us, ſhould 
any one ſuſpend his relief to an object of 
charity, ſhould there be a ſtranger ready to 


perith with cold and hunger; ſhould we de- 
liberate upon the matter, whether we ſhould 


give him bread, or whether -« doe ſhould take 
Lim in; ſhould the fch, the lame and the. 


Ns. 
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maimed, come in our way, and it be in the 
power of our hand to relieve them; what 
would unbiaſed reaſon determine upon this 
matter? Certainly thus. This is my brother, 
my fellow creature, therefore the nearneſs 
of this relati tion makes it my duty to relieve 
him. Gov his maker and my maker, his Va- 
ther and my father, in his good providence, 
hath been pleaſed 70 offiet him; the ſame. 
good providence hath been graciouſly Pleas ' 
to beſtow upon me health, eaſe, affiuence and = 
:  fuceeſs; upon him, he has for ſome good end, 
beſtowed evi/ things, upon me his good things; | 
and for what end may this be? Certainly to 
bring us both to a ſenſe of our condition . 
for what may happen to one, may Wag 
to the other;—to give me a fair opportunity 
of exerciſing thoſe noble virtues of  Cenerofity 
and charity;-—Gop hath given to me, that 
I may diſpenſe to him; I look on myſelf 
| only as 4 fleward in the caſe, and ſhall not 
; diſcharge my truſt if I do not Herd my re- 


; ef. 1 conclude therefore, that it is my in- 1 


diſpenſible duty to deal my bread to the : 
hungry, to give the thirſty drink; to take in 
the ranger, to vit and to admi er comfort 
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236 SERMON XIV. 
zento the fick. In thort, you have the ſame 
reaſons to move you to the relzef of others in 
diſtreſs, as you yourſelves would have to de- 
fire, or expect relief of others, were the form 
of outward things but to alter; were you 
yourſelves in their condition of lite, and they 
in yours, And this is but aCting according 
to that golden rule, which ſhould be deeply 
engraven on every man's heart, do unto 5- 
thers, as you would have others do unto you, = 
AAN, Jet the rich, the wealthy, and 
proſperous | in this world, conſider, how they 
ſtand with regard to the manifold 5% effing's 
they en joy. If it bea truth which they muſt 
acknowledge, that all they enjoy comes from 
another hand; that the utmoſt {kill in bufi- 
neſs the cloſeſt application; the greateſt 


care and aſſiduity; the moſt regular cono- 


my the moſt exact frugality, tho” all moſt 
excellent qualities, very deſirable amongſt 
mankind, and abſolutely neceſſary for raiſing 
a fortune; yet all theſe together will not, 
eannot accompliſh the affair, without a bl ef= 
fg from God above, upon all the endeavours of 
man below. If this then be true, as moſt 
on" it is, the rich in 2 this world, muſt look 
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upon themſelves as highly indebted to the 


Zindueſs, and indulgence of the divine provi 
dlence; —muſt think themſelves to lie under 


the greateſt obligations to the mercy of God, 


a maketh rich and who maketh poor, who 
lifteth up, and who bringeth dem; and muſt 
infer from hence, i. e. from the providential 
diſtinction of their lives, that they ſhould 


bers mercy ts their poor brethren, as they 
Dave already received et from God, Or expect 

a continuance of it. They muſt certainly 
infer, that they ſhould follow an example ſo 
good, and ſo beneficial to themſelves, and 


which was ſhewn them probably for this end, 


Among many, that they might draw it out 
into practice With regard to others, 4 iAribute, - 
what is diſtributed to. them; and be inftru= 
mental in ſhedding forth the ve ings 10 Go, 


as the dew of heaven. 
Bor if natural principles, and arguments | 
fairly deducible both from the reno of man 
and the fitneſs of things, ſhuuld fail of ſucceſs 
in this point (for nature can but incline us, 
and reaſon can only perſuade us) hear what 
the buly ſcripture ſays; hear the ſacred veice 


„ al 


438 SER MON--XIV. 
of religion in the caſe; of that religion by 
which we all hope to be for ever happy. 

I is very plain and obvious, by our LokyD's 
own account, that the final judgment of the 
great day, and from whence there can be 
no appeal, will greatly turn upon the diſ- 
charge or not diſcharge of the ſeveral 
duties of beneficence and charity. For 
thole who did. good in tbeir generation, 
who gave meat tt the hungry, gave drink 

10 bim that was . eady to periſp; —toob in the | 
firan ger and gave bim a kind and hoſpitable 
reception ;—cloathed the naked, and could not 

bear to ſee their brethren ſuffer need, and 
they themſelves abound; who vifited the ck : 

with tenderneſs and concern ;—came unto 
the impriſoned, and gave them comfort and 

_ conſolation, ſhall at that day be the bleffed 

of the Lord; ſhall be exalted upon hrs right 
hand, and ſhall inherit the kingdom prepared 
fer them from the foundation of the world. 

| Their good deeds of beneficence and charity : 
done to his poor brethren, and theirs, ſhall 
be book'd upon as done unto himſelf, tho” 
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Ox the other hand the malediction of 
thoſe of the oppoſite character, and for that 


# 


reaſon degraded upon the lett hand, is moſt 


terrible and frightful even in the diſtant ap- 
e 258 from me, we curſed, into 
veriafting fire, prepared for the devil and hig 
angels, For 1 was an hungred and ve gave 
me no meat, fich and in priſon, aud ye apap 
ine hot, &C. i. e. YC who in your life time have 


been cruel and inhumane to your poor hee 
thren and mine; WhO chuld hear the cries 
of the afflicted without pity or compaſſion, 


at leaſt without affording them any relief, 


let their diſtreſs be ever ſo great, and ever ſo 
real; the hungry, the thirjty, the ft ranger, 6 


the naked, the fick,. the impriſoned, were no 


objects of your concern; f they might have 


periſhed utterly upon the face of the cartli 


had they been oblig d to wait for your alli 


ſtance; you have ſhewn no mercy, and 
therefore you ſhall find none, nei ther at 
this day, a day of final judgment, nor 


for ever. O dread ſcene! what heart trem- 
bleth not at the relation? And that thus it 
will be, hear the concluſion of the whole; 3 
: 4 Beal $0 away into ever ae punjſimen; * 


> foul, then ſhall thy tight riſe i in obſcurity, ant 
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but the righteous, i. e. the charitable the, 
humane and the benevolent, 240 life eternal. 
Ag Alx, hear the voice of the great Gop 
ſpeaking by his prophet to the people of 
Iſracl. Deal thy bread to the hungry, bring 
the poor that are caſt out into thine houſe. 
When thou fegt the naked, cover him; hide not 
thy face from thine own fleſh. Then fhall thy 
light break forth as the morning, and thine 
health break forth ſpeedily; thy righteouſneſs 
Pall go before thee, the glory of the Lord ſball 
; be thy rere ward. T hen ſhalt thou call and the 
Tord ſhall anſider; thou ſhalt, cry, and he ſhall 
- fay, Here I am. And again, if thou draw out 
thy ſou? to the hungry, and fattsfy the aficied | 


thy darkneſs be as the noon-day. The Lord ſhall | 
guide thee continually, and ſatisfy thy foul in 
drought, thou halt be like @ watered garden, 
and like a 1 ing of water, woue waters fait 
not. 

Tunis charitable diſpoſition chit | is attend- 

ed with many advantages both temporal ant 
: ſpiritual; ſufficient, one would think, to en- 
gage the affections even of the moſt world. 
ly and tenacious to ſo good and profitable 
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a work. Hear what Solomon ſays, and ſurely 
cvery one would willingly join in ſentiments 
with the wiſeſt of men, Ile that hath a boun- 


tiful eye ſhall be bleſſed, for bo giveth his bread 


to the poor. 1n ſhort, here is "al the encou- 
ragement that can be, to incline us to acts of 
charity and beneficence. Nature, as ] hinted 


before, very kindly diſpoſeth us, reaſon per- 


ſuades us, Gop and his Chri/? charge us, 
(who certainly have aright to determine our 
actions) at the hazard of our ſouls upon the 


neglect, and with the ſureſt pr oſpect of ſuc- 


ceſs and happineſs upon our compliance, to 
be kind, tender hearted, and merciful unte 

gu. brethren, to give bread to the hungry, 16 
fake in the franger, fo wifit the fick, and 10 


relieve the afflitted. 


Arp having thus recommended charity 


in general, give me leave to recommend a 
particular kind of it, which I think comes 


the nigheſt of any to that in my text, which 


our Lokp himſelf fo highly values, and ſo 
greatly rewards ;—and that is the kind, and 


beneficent inſtitution of infirmaries, for the 
reception and cure of the ſick poor Here the 


fr anger is taken it and kindly entreated — = 
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here the fick is wifited with the utmoſt care. 
and to the greateſt advantage here bread 5 
plentifully dealt to the hungry, and drink t. 
the thir/ly, when they are rendered, by thc 
caſualties of human life, utterly incapable of 
providing thee neceſſaries tor themſelves; — 
here we may ice our poor brethren aſſiſted 
and comforted under the moſt melanchol- y,. 
the moſt diſtreſſed, the moſt forlorn circum- 
ſtances, that can well be imagin'd; here 
the lame is made tc walk, the blind 7 for anc 
 maim'd healed.” 

AGAIN, her e the moſt tor turing, the mol 
racking pains, which rendered a poor brother 
ulcie!s to the community, and indeed a bur- 
then to himſelf, are alleviated, if not totally 
removed. Here, the /anguiſhing beart is re- 
vived, the drooping head is raiſed, and the 
ſeeble knees are ſlrengtben d. Here, lives, many 
lives are ſaved, which would have been o- 
ther wiſe loſt; fav' d, I hope, to glorify « Gop, 
and to do good to men. 

VrkV laudable, therefore, are thats a 
and benevolent undertakings, worthy of the 
beſt patronage, and highly deſerve to be 
promoted to the utmoſt. And indeed I think 
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that every one who oenerouſly affords an 
hetping hand, and is a contributor to fo kind, 
fo charitable a work, may make very co 
ſortable reflections upon the ſolemn account 
given us of the procedure of that great, final,” 
and decifive day, a day! which will deter- 
mine the everlaſting doom of all mankind, 
and may hope upon good grounds to receive 

a Fingdom, add enter 2nto' the Joy oF. his | 
Lord for ever. * 
As therefore the fabject 1 before us has ie 
we on, and the preſent deſign, of adding to: 
the ſupport of theie beſt of charitics, Bas : 
given me an opportunity of faying ſomething: 5 


dn ſo good a cauſe, which indeed deſerves a 


better advocate, I muſt particulary obſerve 
chat the Infirmary of Briſtol is not inferior 
to any one inftitution of this kind, nor in- 
any reſpect. Here charity with open arms 
receives her diſconſolate children, makes all, 
their beds in their jickneſs, heals their 
wounds and binds up their ſores, This place 
is an aſylum for all the afflicted, from what- 
ever country; whatever nation, or of wWwhat- 
rer perſuaſion. Here the admiſſion is eaſy, 
and wenn attain d, in all doors caſes; 
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veral reſpeRts, both to themſelves and others, 
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and this is a great advantage; for a patient 


may often loſe his life where there are long 


delays made in the application of the reme- 


dy. Here all agreee in the purſuit of a com- 

mon good, and, good Gop! what a joyful 

: proſpect it is to ſee charity reign fo ſovereignly 

in the hearts of men, as to make * other 
ſiniſter conſiderations ſubſide at once. 


I mIGHT here enlarge upon many parti- 


culars, but I think there is no need; for 2 
every good tree produces good fruit, ſo does 
this charitable inſtitution, this bountiful houſe, 
both as to its defign and the execution „ 

manifeſtly ſhew what it is, by the good, : 
the many good effects it produces. This 
- generous undertaking then, by the means of 
which ſo much kindneſs is ſhewn to our di- 
1 treſſed brethren, cannot, by any tongue or E 


pen, be recommended, beyond, or more ſuc- 


ceſsfully than it does itſelf. = 
War then remains, but to exhort men 
to open their hearts, to be liberal on ſuch an ; 


occaſion, and gladly to embrace the oppor- 


tunity of promoting ſo humane a work, a 


work ſo beneficial, for it is really ſo in 72 5 
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In this caſe then every one here may act the 
part of the good Semoritan, who healed the 
wounds of him who war left half dead, tock 
him in, a and provided for his cure. Be. ye there- 
Fore merciful, and ye ſhall find mercy in that 
day, when ye fhall fland in moſt need of it. 
Copy after the example of the great God, 
whoſe mercy is over all his works; copy af- 
ter the example of Chriſi Feſus, who when a- 
mong men, went about doing good; and who 
will reckon the good that you do to his bre- | 
ren, and your brethren, as done unto him 
ſelf. Conſider; what you give is only out of 
what you bans received; and what you give 
for ſo good a purpoſe, ſo kind and chari- 
table a deſign, will according to Gor's s pro- — 
miſes, who is faithful in all he doth promiſe, — 
and, which we find true by frequent experi- | 
_ ence; what you give, I ſay, will bring ableſſing 
upon what remains; and bee foal * be Jo : 


er. 
5 N to Gon the Father, de. : 
4 . 9 ** 
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and the prophets, neither will thiy be pore 
ſiaded the" one 41. from che dead. 80 


| N E words before my contain che 
1 RT YN final anſwer of Abraham to Dives, f 
s upon the interceſſion he made for ; 
” his brethren, to prevent their falling into 
the ſame unhappy circurmſtances 
9 ſelf, Then Dives faid, after he had found, 
to the great terror of his ſoul; that he himſelf 
could obtain no relief, no mitigation of his 


With him— 


Fam angs anguiſh, 7 privy thee 9 te ” 
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ther, that thou wwoulde of fend him to my father's 
houſe, for I have five brethren, that he may 
teſtify unto them, (i. e. acquaint them, for a 
_ certainty, the wretched ſtate I am in) left 


they alſo come into this place of torment. A.- 


braham faith unto him, They have Mo vhs a 


the prophets, let them hear them. And be ſaid, 


Nay father Abraham, but if one went unto them 
from the dead they will repent. And he ſaid 5 


unio him, If they hear not Moſes and the Pro- 


Pbete, neither will they be perſuaded tho ane 


 rofe from the dead. 


II is, I think, pretty plain, that che ! im- 
| mec crime laid to Dives 8 charge, Was 
want of charity to his poor brother in diſtreſs; 2 


for Lazarus lay at the rich man's gate unpi- 


tied and unrelieved, whilſt the other was in 
the higheſt affluence of life, in the greateſt 
pomp and ſplendor, chathed in purple end fine 
lunnen, and faring ſumptuouſly every day. But 
it js as plain, by the tenor of the requeſt Di- 
8 ves made to Abrabam at that interview, and N | | 
in that extremity, that infidelity and incredu. | 
: lity, was the: cauſe of that vile unconcerned- : 
„ neſs, of that want of pity and tenderneſs which 8 
is due to a brother in.diſtreſs, and conſequentiy 
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was the mediate cauſe of his coming to that 


dreadful place of torment. His brethren he 


knew regarded Moſes and the prophets as 
little as himſelf did in his life time, tho" 
ſufficient, in all ref; pet, for their information; 
therefore intreats Abraham to fend one from 


the dead to acquaint them, for an undubita- 


ble truth, ſince they neglected the means of 1 
knowledge already afforded, of the dread- 


ful ſtate he was in, and of the dreadful ſtate 


they mult expect to be in, if they lived, as 
he did, regardleſs both of the truths of Gop, 
and the diſtreſſes of men; and addeth bs, - © 

they will repent. Good Gop! an horrid 


ſituation, to be throughly convinced of his 
error, to feel his puniſhment, and to. have | 


ns hopes given him of his deliverance. 


From this topic of holy ſcripture then, 1 


ſhall endeavour to prove, that incredulity, or 
a diſbelief of the truths Gop hath been pleas'd | 


to reveal unto. us, with regard to a future 


fate of rewards and puniſhments in another 
ſcene of life, is the ſource, at leaſt the inlet - 
of all the impiety, immorality, fin and v vice 
practifed amongſt mankind. 5 


2 . Tur if people 0 not 1 . 


3 and Teſt ſatisfied in thoſe evidences, Which | 


** 
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Gov hath thought ſufficient, and which eve- 
ty one ought for that reaſon to think ſuffici- 


ent, to eſtabliſh his faith upon, with regard 
to the #ewal'd trutbs of feriptare relating 
to a futurt fate, they have but little reaſon 
to expect any further external evidences; 
QE and if they ſhould be favour'd with any 
miraculous event for their convi ion, tis 
much to be fear'd they would then continue 
In their undelief, and would not be Heng 


the! one ſhould riſe from the dead. 


30 Tur a ſtedfaſt Beller i in the re- 


wealed truths of God, relating to a future ſtate, 


andthe whole zxconomy of redemption in the, 
goſpel, is the only means of keeping men /teady 

in their duty, uniform in their practices, reli- 

5 gious bored. God, charitable and humane to- 1 

wards man; and conſequeritly of obtaining the 
_ rewards propoſed, the high prize of our cal. 
ing; and of avoiding that dreadful place of = 
_ torment, of which Dives, in his life time, 
little thought of, till rofül experience a 


made him too ſenfible of 3 its torture. no 


1 IRST. "aww: as to desi aid a difbe_ 


7 lief of the revealed triths ging 4 to a future 
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Gates this certainly is the parent of impiety, 
the inlet of all manner of vice and immora- 
ly. If once we lay aſide the fandtion of 


any law, a contempt of that law, be it divine 
or human, will naturally enſue. Rewards 
and puniſhment, in a future Rate, are the great- 
« encouragement to virtue, and the greateſt 


reſtraints upon vice. To live in the world, 


and to have no eye to theſe things, is to fail | 


without ballaſt in a tem peſtuqus ocean, where 


wie may expect no other than to be over... 
whelnm'd in the deep waters, Let us only for 
once ſuppoſe that the whole world, or a 
hole country were an entire ſcene of i in- 
fidelity; that no man in it ſhould think. 
| himſelf accountable hercafter, for the actions 
of his life here; what an extravagant, per- 


nicious freedom of acting would this intro- 


duce? What reſtraint would the avaritious, ; 
the libidinous, the cruel, the revengeful, the . 
deceitful, and the ambitious think thernſelves pe. 
under? Would the laws of ſociety be a ſuf- 
ficient guard againſt the bad practices of il 
diſpos'd men? Are there not abundance of 
vile and wicked deeds that may be, and too 


commonly We, mms ſo ſecretly, with 


_ 


tr ot noon 5 
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ſo much art and ſubtilty, that they are hardly 
ever ſufficiently diſcoverable to be animad- 
verted upon by the miniſters of juftice? And 


other, many other, of ſuch a nature, — 
that the laws, (ſuch is the defect of all | 


human laws 3 cannot take proper cognizance 155 


of, in order to puniſh che offender, when 
_ manifeſtly known. e 
| To give one inſtance, in the caſe, out t of 
many which might be produced. The avariti- 
| ous, the deſigning, and the crafty, join' d with 
a degreeof power, may oppreſs his neighbour, 5 
may ruin thoſe who are not able, or proba- 5 
bly not cautious enough, to oppoſe or avert his 
vicked meaſures, without being liable to be 
called to an account for his villainous prac- 
tices, be they ever fo detrimental, before 
any human tribunal. If this be true, if there 
| ſhould be nothing to reſtrain the vitious part 
of mankind in the courſe of their actions, 
neither the laws of ſociety, nor the ſuperior 
laws of heaven, what will there be to deter- 


mine their choice j in acting? No doubt but 


their favourite paſſions will bear the greateſt ö 
5 authority i in this point, and conſequently they 
will gratify theſe at the expence, and to the 
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great prejudice, of their more innocent fel- 
low creatures. Can it then be imagin'd that 


Go Almighty ſhould permit men to live in 5 


the world without any government at all as 
to moſt part of their actions? Or can we 
once think that a juſt Gop will not erect a : 
' tribunal to judge of men in things cogniza- 


ble to himſelf alone ? Upon ſuch ſuppoſitions 5 


as theſe, we ſhould make men to be wiſer 
than Gov, for we ke that men have made 


laws to preſerve the peace, and ſecure the 


happineſs of Society; to reſtrain the ill diſ- 
poſed in their miſchievous attempts, and to 
5 puniſh evil docts. If then it be right in the 
yes of man to puniſh vice, and to promote 
virtue, muſt it not be ſo in the eyes of Gop | 
who form'd man for the purpoſe of virtue, 
hath given him underſtanding to purſue it, 


and to enact laws in its defence? And can 


we dare think that Gop is leſs concerned 
for the good and welfare of man, the work 
c bis on hands ; by making no effectual 
proviſion for the regulation of his actions, 
upon which human happineſs chiefly depends, 
2 and dee leaving the world he had = 
At 1 ” 
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made, in a ſtate of anarchy, confuſion, and 

miſery; than one mam is for the good of an- 
. other? This would be making man, not 
only wiſer, but, better than Gop; for man- 
kind have actually made this Neis This 

wonld be a thought fo full of impiety, which 
I hope none but deſperadoes in unbelief 


bPeill ever once harbour. There is 4 God 
then that governs the world, and the earth, and 


cs and the inhabitants of the earth too, may be 
5 glad thereof... Who then, can we imagine, 

: would even wiſh to abrogate the divine 
laws, traduce the ſanctions of them, and 

: exclude the great creator of all things, from 

4 any ſhare of government in his own proper 
dominion? Who indeed but the wicked, b 
the abandoned, and the prophane. And 
this will eaſily appear by a very obvious : 
| compariſon, We have, thank Gon, whol- 
ſome laws enacted by wiſe, honeft and pru- 

8 dent legillators, for the ſecurity of our lives 
and properties. Now I would modeſtly aſk, 
: who thoſe are who would be deſirous of re- 
pealing theſe acts, and ſtatutes? Who would 


5 wiſh to have the ſanction of theſe good laws 4 


> not put in force and execution? certainly 
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every one can anſwer for me in this caſe; 
none doabtleſs would entertain ſuch a thought 
excepting thoſe who are diſpoſed for blood- 


ed, robbery and oppreſſion. Thus the / laws 
of God are ſtrictly Enacted againſt fin: are 
calculated for the great. t ſecurity of man- 


kind; —for the diſcountenancing 1 vice in 


the very minuteſt branches of it; — far the 


cacouragement of virtue under all the dit- 


fHiculties it may meet wich; and this with 
much ſuperior force than human laws can; 
for the divine law affects s the conſcience, ope- 
rakes in the internal man, and its ſanctions 


much more intereſting. Who then 


; 3 with theſe laws to be of no force, 


and the ſanctions of them mere chimeras? 


i Cerlainly no one Who wiſhes well to man- 
kind, or even to himſelf, No one who 
entertains any worthy notions of Cop, of 
his power, juſtice, or goodneſs. It mult 


therefore be a man ill diſpoſed in the higheſt 


degree; one who takes delight! in debauch- 
ing the innocent — who would ſacrifice the 
cloſeſt bands of affection, the oreateſt ties of 
5 duty, for perſonal intereſt; in ſhort, it muſt | 
be one WhO is thoroughly attached to vice 
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—a profeſſed enemy to virtue, has a view 


of intereſt in not being puniſhed for the one, 
as he has no hopes of being rewarded fot 


5 the other, who will not believe that the judge- 
ment of God 10 100 be en . the fins 


| of men. 
Bur on that terrible day when the laws 
of Go ſhall be put in full force and exe- 
cution, O! where, or how ſhall the unbe- 
| ever ſtand, in the preſence of the great God, 


tbe judge of the whole earth, to receive his 
final condemnation, What condition will 
he be in, 4who made a ſcaſt of thoſe important 
 zruths, which he now finds to be too rea}, 


too truely verified even on his own perſon: 
How will he then wiſh, but like Dives wiſh 
in vain, for the leaſt mitigation of his tor- 
ment; — 4 drop of water to cool that tongue 


which had ſo often blaſphemed before, but i 


now can find no relief. O! he will fay, 
had I but believed this, and that 1 Could 


| have done, for 1 had not only Moſes and the 


. prophets 10 Hear, but I had alſo the Son 


of Gop from heaven above, to inform me, N 3 
weak mortal below, in thoſe momen- | 
 twous points that would have faved me, had 8 
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my pride and perverſneſs ſubmitted to the 
divine inſtruction, and then I ſhould not 


have come to this woful place, this horrid 


ſituation, of ſhame, diſgrace and torment, 


O! fool that I was, to caſt off the faith of a a 


chriſtian, that I might indulge my brutal 
appetites, which that faith taught me to re- 
ſtrain and ſubdue. I once gloried in the dar- 
ling appellation of a free-thinker, and being 


one myſelf, I thought by that means to be 


wiſer than the reſt of mankind. But alas! 

I find my error to be notorious. What I 
culled free-thinking, was no more than ob- 
ſtinately thinking againſt the truth, under all 
the prejudices of pride and ſingularity; „ 
bemently bigoted to my own ſide of the 
queſtion, and never once giving a fair, im 

partial hearing to the other. I denied the 
Tord that bought me, and this has been 
my utter ruin; this has brought me to chains | 
and fetters that will never be ſtruck Off jo 
to a priſon that will never be opened; —to. 

a condemnation never to be alleviated or 
2 remitted. I am paſt relief, there is a great 

gulf | between this unhappy place, where con- 
ſcience accuſeth, where Devils torment, and | 
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chat diſtant bliſsful ſeat of conſummate joy, 


and comfort, where Gop himſelf; where 
Chriſt Jeſus; where angels and archangels, 


here holy and happy fouls for ever dwell. 


T now believe and tremble, and ſo do my tor- 


mentors alſo; but 'tis too late. I would not 
pray, nay thought it folly to pray when 1 


| might have obtain'd mercy; I now would | 


pray, but know it to be vain and fruitleſs. 


Being then unhappily convinced that my 


_ infidelity. hath been my deſtruction, end 
that there is no name whereby to be ſaved but 
the name of Chriſt fefus 1 would willingly 


warn my brethren, for I have many of them 


at home, who fatally perſiſt in the ſame fol- 
ly, and continue to be advocates againſt 
their own ſouls. Theſe, I fay, I would warn 
of this dreadful. iſſue, that be may not come 
70 this place of torment, But even this can- 

not be done, for as Gop has ſufficiently evi- 
denced his truth, as it is in Chrift Feſus for = 
the ſalvation of men, he will not afford them 


any farther evidence;—The final anſwer is, 
they have Mo ofes and ag n, let them 


Hear them,” 7 


tre 


EE 
77 
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Lr us then fecondly, after this relation 


of the matter before us, confider, whether 
the infide) can reaſonably expect any larther 
external evidence of the chriſtian faith, and 
of the truths of Gop revealed in the holy | 


goſpel, ſince the evidences already given are 


ſuffcient; and if he ſhould be favour'd with 


ſome miraculous event for the purpoſe of his 
conviction, ſuch as one rifing from the dead, 


whether he would not be likely to continue 


in his unbehef, and we nal be perſuaded 
even upon theſe terms, | 

Tur chriſtian religion 1$ endet up- 
on matters of fact; and not only, fo, but 


there are even now, and always hes been, 
matters of fact actually ſubſiſting with the 


profeſſion of chriſtianity, which prove the 


truth of it beyond all contradiction. The 

original facts, i. e. the miracles which our 

Lozp wrought in proof of his divine miſſion, 
were ſuch as peoples outward ſenſes could at 


the time be competent judges of;—theſe 
things were tranſacted openly, and in the 


face of the world. And that not at a time 
of ignorance and barbarity, when all impoſ- 
tures have their riſe, but at a time of liter- 
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ature and ſcience; and therefore there could 


be no deceit in the caſe, for, as the apoſtle 


faith, theſe things were not dine in a corner, 
Theſe facts are alſo tranſmitted to us in au- 
thentic records of almoſt equal date with the 

facts themſelves, and attended with circum- 


| ſtances of the utmoſt certainty. And which i 18 
a real matter of fact to us in atteſtation of our 
holy religion we have publick memorials and 


Inſtitutions of Chrif?'s own appointment, 


which have been ever ſince continued, and 
woll be ſo, according to our LoRD's promite, 


to the end of the world. 


Trrse circumſtances then fix the credi- 


bility of the chriſtian religion upon an higher 


and ſurer footing than that of hiſtorical rela- 
tion only; and indeed as the truths contain'd 
in the holy goſpel are of fo intereſting a na- 
ture to mankind, no doubt Gop thought fit 


to guard them with greater ſecurity, Mat- 
ters of fact paſt, proved not only by the con- 
current teſtimonies of men, but alſo by fact: 


preſent both commemorative and lignificant, = 
and continued ſo from the very firſt in⸗ 
ſtitution, as theſe are upon which we ground 
our faith and hope, this renders it impoſſible 
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for theſe things to be any way falſe or for- 
ged. The chriſtian ſacraments then are the 

ſtanding teſtimonies, and ever will be, of the 
truth of Chriſ'; and teſtimonies of ſuch weight 
and conſequence they are (and this our ad- 
verſary knows) that whilſt theſe remain, 
the chriſtian religion will never fail, nor 

ever be defeated. Theſe therefore are di- 
tinguiſhing circumſtances. peculiar to the 
chriſtian religion only, and which no other 


* religion founded upon pretended revelation 


Can lay claim te, in all and every reſpect. 
How many matters of fact have been tranſ- 
mitted down to us, tran{acted at the ſame time 
with thoſe relating to Chriſ and his apoſtles, 
tho' not attended with theſe perpetuating evi- 

dncces, and, yet, every man believes to be 
undoubtedly true. Strange then muſt it be! 
that a truth fo momentous, of ſo great con- 

ſequence to mankind, and in preſervation of 

which, we. plainly ſee ſo many concur- 
rent acts of providence, ſhould be laid afide, 
and diſcarded by any of the human race, fn. 

whoſe fake, and for whoſe comfort, theſe | 
wenn a "gs t God Fame 10 Val. 
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Bur farther, the doctrine of Chriſt, propa- 


gated by means of theſe facts, are quite conſo= 
nant and agreeable to the facts themſelves, 


and the character Chrift aſſumed whilſt he 


was upon earth. The miracles he wrought 5 
were the works of a divine hand, and ſo are 
the doctrines he taught properly ſubjects of 
divine revelation, and could not have been 
otherwiſe known. The redemption of man 
y Chrift Jeſus, the reſurrection of the body, 
the re-union of the body and foul, are truths | 
far above the capacity of man to find out, 
and muſt be revealed unto him by a ſupe- 
| rior knowledge. Theſe therefore are purely- 
goſpel truths, and truths mor are, ; eng * . 


ported by divine authority. 


AGAIN, the character our Loxp aſſumed 
was that of a redeemer, a ſaviour, a prophet, 
and a teacher of righteouſneſs, | Accordingly | 

we ſec/all theſe fulfilled, He redeemed us 
by his death, which fact we commemorate 

in the holy ſacrament; his doctrine is thro- 


out a faving doctrine; it ſaves us the moſt of 
any thing from the commiſſion: of ſin here, if. 
we act conſiſtent with it, which will be our 


own faults if we do not, and by his media- 5 
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torial office acquits us from the guilt of it 
hereafter, As to his character of a prophet and. 

à teacher of righteouſneſs, he foretold ſeve- 

tal momentous events, Which have ſince 5 
been actually accompliſh'd; and by means ot 

V hat he hath taught us in a moral way, were 

bis precepts univerſally | obeyed, nothing 

but righteouſneſs, juſtice, goodneſs and 
virtue would be ſeen upon the face of che 
Whole earth, And pray can this be i im- 
| poſture? or can it be thought | any ways 
conſiſtent with the benign part he under- 
took, to impoſe upon mankind any falſe doc- 


nine with regard to futurity; to delude their 


hopes with any falſe and fruitleſs expecta- 
tions, reſpecting the recompence of reward in 
5 future times; or ſubject their fears to dife ” 
mal appreben/ions of future torment, if theſe 
things were not one day to come to paſs in 
reality? certainly theſe things are true, and 
1 che event will prove it, to the joy of the faith 8 
S fu, but to the everlaſting grief * the ante. = 
3 lieving. 12 e 
Lama us \ then, p the preſent, Eg eos 5 
and thank Go, that our holy religion is 
founded not upon ſand, but upon 4 rock. 7 
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Let us be highly ſatisfied that we have # 

eloud of witneſſes for the truths we profeſs, 
and the glory we hope for. And let us pray 

_t6'Gop, if i it be his good will, to enligthen 
by bis grace, thoſe who are as yet unenlight- 


ened; to ſoften the ſtubborn, and hardened 
| heart—And above all things, let us who | 
believe he forth good deeds, acting in all 
things according to the rule of faith, and 


thereby pur 70 filence the ane! vgs 9 5 un. 
= ER and wicked men. 
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Lexx xvi. 31. 


And be foid unto him, if t the * bear not 2 fa = 


and the pro -opbets, neither will they be Per- 
h uaded thy ene 7 roſe from 2 dead. 


Blur attempted to prove, iſ. 
| 1% that incredulity and a diſbelief of 
1 


the revealed truths of Gop, with 


regard to a future ſtate of rewards and pu- G 
 niſhment, is the ſource of impiety, the inlet 5 
of immorality, and the parent of ſin. bf, 


2% THAT we have ſufficlent evidences ſobr 


- the truth of the holy wa of 7 N. n 85 


A — — „ 


286 SERMON XVI. 
in which the doctrine of a future fate 1; 
Foy revealed, and clearly taught. 


Tr remains now to be thewn, that obſti- 


nate unbelievers, who ſhut their eyes, and 


am afraid willfully, againſt theſe divine truths, 


have very little reaſon to expect any further 
evidences to convince them in theſe intereſt- 


ing matters; ſince they in no degree acqui- 
eſce and reſt fatisfied i in the evidences already 


afforded, and fince theſe are amply and fully 


ſufficient of themſelves to eſtabliſh any one's 


faith, and to gain any one's aſſent. 


; Ax p Hos. Infidels, and Deiſts as they are 
called, but I think very improperly, for cer- 


tainly he that believeth 3 in Gop would, one 
might imagine, as certainly believe the words 


he hath once ſpoken, when prov'd to be ſuck, 


relating to his creatures preſent. conduct or 


future exiſtence; whether they may be hap- 
py or miſerable, and upon what terms, to 
all eternity: I ſay, modern infidels not only : 
diſbelieve the revealed truths of Gop, but 
traduce, contemn and deſpiſe them. Now 1 
really think that a true Deiſt would have 2 
profound regard, andeven reverence, to every 
thing that bears upon it the name of Gy; 
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and, if he has any ſuſpicion in the caſe, 
ſhould at leaſt give the matter a fair hearing, 


and examine, not with a prejudicial, but 
with a candid, impartial, ingenuous freethink- 


ing, ſuch as an honeſt man will approve of in 


all caſes, whether theſe things be b. But if 
this they do not, and vehemently condemn” 
-- for impoſture every thing that bears the ſa- 
cred name of divine revelation, can it be im- 
agined that the Almighty will work new 
_ miracles weekly or daily to fatisfy the hu- 
mour of men, who with ſcorn and contempt. 
Adiſcredit the miracles. already wrought, for 
eſtabliſhing the divine truths which they o- 
penly oppoſe? Were they only under ſome 
doubts with regard to the evidences of chriſt- | 


ianity, and the truth of its doctrine, and 


were they diſpoſed to be better informed, it 
might be hoped in ſuch a caſe, that Gop 

would be pleaſed, by ſome kind, providen- Z 

tial means, to bring them to a better certain- | 
ty in things of ſo great importance. 


Tursr men therefore, J muſt ſay it, tho; 58 


with concern, i. e. our unhappy modern In- ; 
fidels, fight againſt God;—they confidently | 
and poſit 7 deny all that Gop bas ne 


288 SERMON XVI. 
been pleas'd to do in the communication of 
his will and laws to his rational creatures, 
who cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt in any ſtate of 
happineſs without the kno wedge of theſe 


things.——They withdraw the allegiance 
from their maker, the King of Kings, and 


Lord of Lords, who has as much right, and 


as great abilities, to inſtru them in points 
of knowledge, and faith, as he has to com- 

mand them in points of duty and morals.— 
They ſet up their own wiſdom, in oppoſi- 


_ tion, nay in contradiction to the wiſdom of 
Gon, and aſſert human reaſon, or rather hu- 


man fancies, to be ſufficient for the ſervice 
0 the great creator, to be a competent guide 
in all matters of religion, and worſhip, tho' 
in the mean time they perſuade themſelves, . 
and others, if they can (for they are very 
zcalous i in making proſelites to their nega- 
tive faith) out of all religion and public wor- 
| ſhip, particularly out of all that js concerted 
upon the plan of divine revelation. -Þ or, 
Pray, when have we ſeen, or heard of any 
ſuch ching as the appearance of religion a- 
mong them; or any efforts, or even deſign 
of <ſtabliſhing Ok kind of public worlkip, 
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in which they might ſerve Gop in their 
oven manner,--adore his majeſty,— thank him 


for his mercies ,—praiſe him for his roodnets TY 
pray for his bleſſings, and diſcharge all , 


vther duties which religion implies. This 


hath never been yet done by theſe exalted 


reaſoners, and one Would think by this that : 
their reaſon, whatever th ey may ſay, re ſpects 
nothing more e than what 18 juſt before them: 


The gifts of the bountiful. creator they are 
willing to accept of, but forget, or at leaft : 


will not generoufly and publickly own the 
th anks due to tbe giver of all the good things N 


they plenteoufly enjoy. e 
AnD 1s not this enough, nay more than 
enough, to pr ovoke Gon to withhold from 


them even all internal cony iQtions, all provi- a 


dential cauſes of reformation, all ordinary 


help of grace; and then indeed their hearts - 


would be more Harden“ d, their eyes utterly 


blinded, their underſtanding dar gend, and ihe 
truths of God for ever removed from before 
| their Hes. | | | 


Upon this iflue af the matter thank 7 


Nn 
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to the revelation of Chriſt, God Almighty 
may, very conſiſtent with all his attributes, 
judicially reſuſe any other means of conviction 
than what they have already. Nor indeed 
can there be any better means contrived to 


Convince mankind of theſe divine truths, more 


ſuitable to man's free judgment and choice. 
Nay a conviction | any other way ſeems 


to carry with | it a leſs degree of excellency; 
and this our Lox D himſelf plainly points at, 

1 15 apon the incredulity of St. Thomas; for iter 
our ſaviour had ſatisfied him with a demon- 


ſtration of the reality of his reſurection, and 
Thomas confefs'd, my Lord, and my God. Yeſus 
faith unto him, Tl homas, becauſe thou haſt ſeen 
me, thou haſt believed; bleſſed are they that 
15 have not ſcen, and yet have believed. 
Bur befides, the ſalvation offered in 
5 the goſpel of Chriſt is a free gift, a mere 
bounty of the gracious creator. Tis a divine 


_ favour which mankind were no ways entitled 


: to, and therefore if we do not accept of it 
upon the terms and conditions, and under 


5 the particular circumſtances which the do- 
nor of it hath been pleas'd to propoſe, what 


can we expect? Would any one be fo ex- 
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traordinary ſtupid and foolith : as to Rand out 
againſt ſo gracious an offer, except he ſhould 


make his own terms? This indeed would be 


ſuch an act of contempt from a creature to 
a creator, from a being frail and fallible, 
to a being unerring and onnipotent; from 
man, weak in his intellects, circumſcrib' a 
in his underſtanding, to the all-wiſe, all- ſee- 


ing Gop, that *tis really difficult to judge, 


whether the folly, or perverineſs of ſuch ; a 


behaviour i 1s moſt predominant. | 
Tis not for us to ſet bounds to the mer- 


cies of the Almighty, or fay, ſo far will it 
extend itſelf, and no farther. And therefore 


let us conſider ſeriouſly, if Gop ſhould be 1 


| pleaſed to afford ſome new external evidences 
of the truth of the chriſtian religion; ſhould. 
' Gop think fit, in pure condeſcenſion to the 

unbeliever, to order oe fo rife form the 
Aead to inform him more particulary, if it 
may be, of thoſe important truths which ; 


give us a proſpect into futurity, into a ſtate 


of rewards and puniſhment in another life, 
according to our demeanour in this, both 
as to faith, religion and morality; let us, op 5 
ay, conſider whether the inkdel. | would be 
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| likely to be perſuaded even upon theſe terms. 

1f they hear not Moſes and the prophets, and 
we may add, , they hear not Jeſus Chriit the 
great and laſt meſſenger of God to man, nei- 


- ther will they be perſuaded tho” one 7 ofe fron 7 5 3 
b be ea d. | | | We 
1ſt, THEN, we may, I think, lay it down Z 
as a ſure maxim, that as a well diſpoſed man, 


One of a grateful turn of mind, and would 
therefore willingly thank Gov, in the beſt 
manner he was able for his goodneſo - — 
one who from a ſenſe of dependency upon 
His creator would pray for bis afſiſtance, and 1 
conſequently f. from theſe principles would be 1 

well inclined to religion, to that eſpecially 
wherein he might be directed to perform a | 

rational and ac ceptable ſervice; a man thus [4 
diſpoſed would not reject or lay afide any 
probable arguments on the ſide of - what he 
knows to be abſolutely neceſſary; ſo on the 

other hand, one who is not at all diſpoſed _ 


for any ſuch ſerious affair; who thro' pride, 15 
affected ſingularity, vitious habits, bad in- 
clinations uncorrected, careleſneſe, or pro- 
bably thro” all theſe together, hath forgot, 
or willingly would forget the duty he -es 
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to his great creator; this man would raiſe 


lcruples not only againſt the moſt probable, 
but the moſt demonſtrable arguments that 


could be offered in ſupport of the moſt pure, 


the mott divine, and therefore moſt rational 
5 religion that Gop ever yet revealed, and man 
ever came to the knowle age of, We will ſu. p- 


poſe then, that Gop Mould be pleaſed, purely | 


out of condeſcenſion, to cauſe one 0 rife from 


tbe dead, and g go upon this embaſ fly; ſhould 


ſend this meſſenger to the unbelic ver's houſe 
to inform him in every particular relating to 
a future ſtate, This I muſt ovn, at leait I 
ould think ſo, would ſtartle the Infidel for 
the preſent, but TI am afraid the impreſſion 
would not laſt long. His former diſpoſition 
to infidelity; his loud and unmannerly cla- 


mmour againſt prieft-craſt; his creat and bi- 


gotted e to his one-way thinking, 
4 c. thinking againſt the truth at all 5 
tures, would = too apt to filence the alarm, 
tho' given him from the dark and glo oomy 
manſions of the dead. 


Tur meſſe enge r might indeed tell. him, F-- 


am ſent at the nay requeſt of thy brother, 


who is at this time, and alas! ever will be 
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in exquiſite pains and tortures; - ho now to 
his ſorrow feels what in his life time, he like 
unto thyſelf, derided, contemn'd, and 
laughed at;—who made a mock at the coun- 
el of Cd but now wofully experienceth 


his wrath;—I am come from him who once 


diſbeliev'd the revelation ef Chri/? Feſus, but 


is now too fatally convinced of its truth in 


every tittle (and has more compaſſion for 
 thes than thou haſt for thyſelf) to inform 
_ thee of this matter of fact, that there his « 


7 Hell deſtin d for the unbeliever, the un godly, 
and the prophane;—70 zeftify this unto the: 
deft thou alſo come into this place of torment. 


A place! which, believe me, for I know 


beſt, who have ſeen the wretchedneſs, and 
Heard the groans of the damned, the diſtant 


| light : of, -would fill thy heart | with horror, | 


and thy ſoul with diſtraction. 'Torments 1 
which, if thou wilt not endeavour to avoid 


by timely faith and repentance here, 407! be 
thy bitter portion for ever. Be aſſur'd then, 
this is a truth of the greateſt conſequence ; 

it is the truth of Gon, and therefore ought 
to be the faith of men. Exchange therefore 
this gloomy proſpect for a much better olle. 5 


* 
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Believe in the Lord that bought thee, thy 


ſaviour, thy redeemer, if thou wilt happily 
accept of his gracious offer, and then inſtead 


of having terrible apprehenſtons of what 
may be hereafter, which I know, ſometimes 
at leaſt, forely afflict thy mind, and diſturb 
thy repoſe, thou mayeſt hok up with joy, look 


For ward with comfort, and hope one day, up- 
on thy obedience to the truth, as it is in Chr 
Jeſus, to enter into the joy of thy Lord. 

To whichthe unbeliever would probably ſay; 
hat is this deluſive phantom? A meſſage 


to me from my brother in torment ? ourcly 
tis a dream, or elſe the effects of vapours, 
and lowneſs of ſpirits. Tis ſome cunning craft 


to deceive, and impoſe. A fruitleſs effort, for 


lam reſolved it ſhall be fo, of making me 


doubt and ſtagger in my adopted principles, 


Reaſon is my great oracle in all matters, religi- 


ous as well as moral. I will go no farther than 


that alone will lead me; I will not be taught 
either by dead or living, in any thing relating 
o ſuturity; my reaſon ſhall demonſtrate or elſe 
I will not believe; and to carry my point, 
at all events, my reaſon ſhall go with my 
favourite ſcheme, or I will diſcard even thay 
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too. I have already reaſon'd myſelf, ſueh 
is my unerring guide, out of all hopes of any 
ſuture good, and do not chuſe to be alarm'd 
by any fears of future evil, Therefore the 
meſſage, foleran as it is, will be of no effect, 
for I will not belicve, e there be one who 
| might have roſe from the dead. 
 OBSTINACY join'd with ſceptiſm are cer- 
tainly evils of an incurable fort. There is, 
one would think, a natural diſpoſition 1 in e- 
very man for the knowledge of truth; but we 
ſee, by the example of ages paſt, as well as 
of the age preſent, that this diſpoſition may 
be alter'd quite to a reverſe;—to an hard- 
neſs againſt truth when propoſed; —to an 
inclination of continuing in error tho' the 
moſt palpable. Hath not Chrift Jeſus when 
upon earth, who moſt certainly knew the 
ſtate of the dead and the living, the ſtate of 
men and angels, whoſe knowledge reacheth 
from eternity to eternity, declarcd theſe great 
tr uths to mankind, What they are to expect 
in 2 future life, the joys of the faith- 
ful, the grief and forrow that will await 
the unbelicver, the prophane and the wick- | 
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ed, in as plain terms, and with much more 


authority than any one ever could, or ever 
can, who ſhould be permitted % i from 


the dead for ſuch a purpoſe. And did not 


ſome of the Jews even then, after Teſus Chri/? 
roſe from the dead, when they had the evi- 
dence of their ſenſes to convince them of the 
matter of fact, and which was proved be- 
yond all contradiction, did they not make 


afe of frivolous and evaſive arguments, to 


perſuade themſelves againſt the truth of that 
perſon, and conſequently of his doctrine, 
who came exprefily from God to teach men 
the way of their ſalvation? Juſt alike would 
the Infidel now, raiſe objections againſt the 


fact, were it to be ſo, of one's hing Vom 


| the dead for his informa ation. 
AGAIN, upon the ſuppaſition of one "if. 
ing from the dead, this could only convert 
thoſe to whom he was ſent; and ſuppoſing 
by this means five, nay fifty brethren ſhould | 
believe, how would this become a ſufficient 
motive for others, of the ſame infidel prin- 
_ ciples, to believe, and be converted? Proba- 
bly, it might be ſaid, theſe 1 new converts 


0 0 
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convinced of their former error, and of tl 
prefent truth, would, out of benevolence tc; 
mankind, make it their bulineſs, at all « 


vents, to convert the reſt of the . ing 


brethren. Grant it be ſo, tie latter muit 
take the words of the former for the evi 


dence of the faith they are willing to pro- 


pagate, for the matter of fact, what they had 


ſeen and heard, and learn'd of this kind and 
favourable meſſenger; and then the matte: 
would ſtand upon the very fame footing 25 


it does now, with regard to the ſeveral evi- 


dences of the chriſtian faith. For, 11 the 
former ſhould gain credit, it muſt bea mat- 
ter of faith to others, who were no eye 
witneſſes of the meſſage from the dead, no 
Wa converſant in the manner or circum- 


ſtances of it, otherwiſe than by faith, tho 
it was a matter of demonſtration and knoy- 
ledge to the perſons to whom it came. And 


indeed they muſt have more, and a more im- | 


plicit, f faith in the teftimony of a few, thar 
they ever had in the teſtimony of thouſands, 


which have ſtood the teſt of a ages, the examin- 


ation ofail men: and whichby: all good andrea 
ſonable men, all who were ever friends to wit: 
dome and virtue, haye been found very ſufficient, 
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Bur to go farther back, let us imagine theſe 


modern infidels to have been upon the p Ot, 


and actually preſent when our bleſſed Saviour 


Te in the cord, and came unto his own;— 


when he wrought miracles in confirmation 


of the doctrine he taught; — When he pro- 
poſed ſalvation unto mankind upon the rea- 


{nable, agreeable, and eaſy terms of faith 
and repentance; would they even then have | 


believed and cenfeſſed the tr wth? Would 


they at that time of demonſtration have been . 


latisfied with what they had ſcen and heard, 
and had been eye witneſſes to, as indubitable 
evidences of that faith propos d to them? 1 
am afraid not. For to carry on the parallel 
between the ancient Jew (who were always 


4 perverſe and hf necked people) and the mo- 


dern infidels, we have authentic accounts, 


that there were men even at that time of the 


lame diſpoſition, and turn of mind as are 


now; — men Who even in that age of miracles, 

V» hen the Son of Gop came to viſit the inha- 
bitants of the earth ſtood out againſt the, 
moſt plain and evident truth, thao? an exceſs : 
of pride, and unheard of obſtinacy; men, 
ho would not be converted, tho they ſaw | 
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before their eyes things manifeſtly done by the 
immediate power of Gop; and what they, 
by their wicked aſſertion, owned to be dong 
by ſome power beyond what was ordinary, 
yet maliciouſly aſcrib'd the wonderful works 
which Chrift did, to the po er of the Devi 
whereby they committed the unpardonable 
fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. And to purſue 
an argument I have hinted at before, had 
they been perſuaded upon ſeeing theſe mira- 
culous events, as ſome of them ſeera to ſay 
they would; had they upon this convictio 
become even preachers of the goſpel of 
' Chriſt, and martyrs for the cauſe of it, how, 
I would atk, would theſe facts be confirmed 
to us at this diſtance of time? Would theſe 
firſt converts have lived to our days to affure 
us of the trath of theſe things. This can- 
not be. Then, what ſhould we do in the calc ? 
we muſt believe upon the ſame evidences as 
we now have, or not at all; and if the lat- 
ter, I can't tell how to believe I was born, 
| for I have only credible witneſſes, and very 
convincing circumſtances of this; and 1 
would aſk theſe incredulous men, how they 
can prove their own birth, or that of any one 
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AGAINST INFIDELITY, 30 1 
born beſore them, with any other or ſtronger 
arguments than what can be advanced in pro- 


ving that Jeſus Chriſt was upon earth; that 
he delivered ſuch doctrines for the uſe of 


mankind, and wrought miracles in confir- 


mation of their truth, Nothing then I am 


afraid will awaken theſe unhappy mortals, 
till they hear the ſound of the laſt trurapet ; 


and then, in the time of this diſtreſs and cala= 
mity, Hall they begin to ſay to the mountains, 


fall on us, and to the hills cover us, But then 


it will be too late! for none can or will ef- 


cape the juſt judgment of God, againſt the 


 /ngodlinefs of nen. 


Lr us then now leave "off this ungrateful f 


ſubject of infidelity {but 'not ceaſe to pay 


for infidels, that Gop may be pleas'd, for 


nothing is impoſſible with the Almighty, to 


bring them 27:70 a knowledge of his truth) and 
ſee what we have to direct us in the courſe. 


of our lives here; what we have to hope for 


| hereafter; looking forward towards the high 
prize of our calling, the recompenſe of our faith, 
Our guide thenis fromheaven, whom, becauſe 


an unerring one, if we follow in all thingy, 


we ſhall not miſs. Our hope is fure and 
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fedfaft, admitting of no doubt nor wiz 
vering, for, by the gracious revelation of 
Chriſt, it enters into that within the veil; and 
this hope 2: life eternal, perpetual tranquility 
and happineſs, in the manſions of bliſs. The 
medium whereby to obtain this hope is the 
merits of Chriſt Jeſus, our ſtedfaſt faith in 
him, and a due obedience to his commands. 
The ways of virtue and univerſal goodneſs, 
| piety towards Gop, and charity towards 
men, are the ways we are commanded 
to walk in, and what more agreeable, more 
delightſul, what will bring us more good 
at the laſt and for ever? Now, who would 
| deprive himſelf of ſuch a hope, ſuch a prof- 
pect as this? A life without faith, and con- 
ſequently without hope, is to me the moſt 
uncomfortable life that can be; and which | 
makes the matter worſe, a life without hope; | 
with regard to futurity, cannot be a life 
without fears. This one may eaſily collect 
from the extreme diffidence of unbelievers 
in the important point of futurity. Their | 
reaſon, it ſeems, tho' ever ſo refin' d, cannot = 
climb up into heaven, and ſearch out the c 


els 97 the Almighty; and indeed how can it 
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AGAINST INFIDELITY, 403 
this being a proper matter of revelation, and 
of that only. Tis plain then, that diffidence 
and fears ariſe, where hope vaniſheth; and 

as the hope of the faithful 7s the anchor of the 


ſoul, ſo the want of ſuch an hope, muſt cauſe 
it to be in a perpetual ſtate of fluctuation, 


and which will at laſt end in black deſpair. 
LET us therefore, my brethren, keep this 


point always in our full view; .—let tl the Pro- 
miſes of God be alte vays before our eyes, the re- 
eompenſe of „ ward which 7 ſus Chrii? hath 


purchas'd jor us; and this will keep us fted- 
faſt and uninform in the practice of holineſs, 
virtue and goodneſs; — let the threats of Gon 
againſt evil doers effectually deter us, to the 


great eaſe and happineſs of our lives, from 
the v ile practice of fin and lewdneſs, and at 
the laſt we ſhall, with inexpreſſible gladneſs 


lee, to the great ſurprize as well as ſhame 


of the unbeliever, the fait! "ful enter into the 
aal Joy of our Lord; 


To whom 4 th the 1 Father Oc. 
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An id if thine ove fend thee Meck is it out: 1 It © 
better for thee to enter into the kingdom of 
| Gop with one eye, than having two eyes, to 


be caſt into be 4 fire. 


KEE HAT we may better viderſtand the = 

T , words before us, it will be proper 
KFXX to have recourſe to the preceding 
41ſt and 42d Verſes, Here our Lord faith 

to his diſciples, I poſoe ver fhall give you a cup 

of water to dFink, in my name, becauſe ye be- 
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306 SERMON XVII. 
one of theſe little ones who believe in me, i. e. 
one w ho is humble, innocent, and unattach'd 
to worldly views; who is free from pride, am- 
bition, and oſtentation; of the ſame diſpoſi- 
tion and harmleſs temper of mind as the little 
child which I ſet before you as a pattern; and 


yy therefore who 3 is my true diſciple; whoſoever 


thall offend ſuch an one, wh believeth in mo 


it 75 bet ter for him that a mill-/ oute Were baked 


about bis ne >, and be were caft into t ſea. 
Vir ce then, chat giving offence to a 9/- 


1 ciple of, and a belien ver in Chrift, is put in 


8 direct oppoſition to the e giving * a cup o 


Water to drink in the name of, or as belong- 


ing to, Chr . He then that gives oftence, 
muſt be ſuppos' d to do ſomething 1 that may 


diſcourage, Or diſcountenance the profeſſors 


of the chriſtian. faith; j—as he who gives a 


_ cup of water to a diſciple of Chrift as ſuch, 
1. e. who does him the leaſt act of kindneſs; 


; ſhews him the leaſt benevolence on the ac- 
count of his profeſſion, muſt be ſuppos'd to 


favour, andencouragehim i in his chriſtian pro- 
= greſs. And as the penalty 1 is great, upon thoſe - 
who give offence, ſo is every believer in 
Crit commanded at all events, to acid 
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its being given. Whatever, or whocver there- 
fore it be that offends, that retards our ad- 
vancement, in ehriſtian graces, and virtues muſt 


be put away from us, be it ever ſo dear unto 
us, tho' it were as dear unto us as an hand or 
a foot, or even an eye; theſe muſt be caſt off 
plucked out, which implies a reſolute parting 
tho' with the greateſt difficulty. Indeed the 


danger is, if we hearken to, and are per- 


ſuaded by theſe enemies to our profeſſion. 
we ſhall be cut off from the rewards of 


the goſpel, the kingdom of God; and if we 


part: not with our favourites, when they 
continue to commit offence, we : and they 


ſhall finally perith, 


LET us then enquire into the chief cauſes 
of ſuch offences, that we may be more able 
either to guard againſt them, or avoid them. 


At the time this precept was given, it was 
| probably more directly intended as a caution. 


23ainſt the endearments of friends; the at⸗ 


tachments of intereſt ;—the affections of 5 8 
lations, leſt theſe ſhould prevail upon the 


new converts to chriſtianity to leave their Fa 


8 profeſſion, rather than. loſe, theſe. worldly 
alvantages, when one interfered with the, 


2 
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other ; — when Chrift could not be foley ed 
vir bout forſaking the world. For ſo it was 
then, in this particular caſe, and fo it would 
be even now, were the caſe the ſame, that 
wnteſs one forfook even his father and his mother 
0 feln Chrift, he could not be his dl iſciple. 
i. e. ſuppoſing one in a family to become 
a chriſtian, and the reſt to continue in their 
idolatrous heathen worſhip; ; to continue in 
their error and fin, with equal zeal, as blind. 
neſs, and of courſe willing to keep a ſon or 
> daughter, a brother or a ſiſter, an huſban! 
or a wife, in their old profeſſion ;—to give 
| him offence with regard to the religion and 
faith taught him by Chriſt; i. e. to diſcourage 
him from chriſtianity, by acquainting him 
with the loſs he ſhould ſuſtain; — the loſs o- 
friends, the loſs of affection; — the loſs of 
preſent maintenance and future proviſton, if 


he ſhould perfiſt in following Chriff, ang 
forſaking them. 'Theſe therefore muſt be 
parted with, be they ever ſo dear unto 8 i 
upon the footing of alliance and kindred, = | 2 
be they ever ſo conducive to our temporal . 1 


Intereſt, rather than deſert the cauſe we have 
undertaken ;—rather than with all theſe” ad 
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vantages here, 70 be caſl into hell hereafter. 
And this indeed ſeems to be as affecting, 


and attended with as much difficulty as the 
cutting off an hand or A foot the plucking ; 


out of an eye. 
Bur as this is not the caſe at preſent, in 


countries where the profeflion of chriſtianity 
is general, and there fore cannot be attended 
with ſuch inconveniences, except it be in 


ſome few inftances, we muſt look wearer. to. 


offence, and to which the command is very 


applicable. The Juſt of the eyes ;—the pride 


of life; the deprav'd inclinations and affec- 


tions of the heart 5—fome favourite vice; 
fome darling inclinations, which if we cheriſh 


it muſt be at the expence of the whole chri- 
tian faith, for we cannot ferve two maſeers, 
we cannot ſerve Chriſt and our own luſts, 

we cannot live up to the purity of the goſ- 


pal, and indulge our favourite paſſions. 
Io cut off theſe is indeed our preſent bu- 

ſineſs, and upon which depends our future 

falvation, To guard againſt or remove theſe 


we muſt indeed be very careful. In this 


caſe we mn py the nen Gov te to en- 
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able us even to part with the moſt darling 
object of our ſoul, if we can by no other 
means preſerve our chriſtian faith, and chri- 
ſtian purity, We muſt forbear the purſuit 
of the moſt promiſing intereſt, if it cannot 
be obtain'd without making ſhiproreck of our 
faith, end the hope of cur calling. We muſt 
not dare to gratify the irregular appetites « ot... 
the carnal, to the overthrow of the ſpiritual = 
man. We ſhould think ourſelves happy in 
preſerving a conſcience 2 void ef offence, which. 
will amply compenſate the loſs of world] 17 
advantages, of aſh! onable, but falſe hack 
mies. 
In order e more e effectually to cut 
off all matters of offence that may retard « our : 
advances in chriſtian purity, let us ſpeak to a 
few inſtances out of the many, that now a- 
days draw us, not only into a coldneſs in 
our profeſſion | of chriſtianity, but even into 
many groſs fins, fo very wage to the 
divine precepts of the holy goſpel. _ 
1ſt, Tarn, bad example gives great of. 
| fence 5 in this point. This countenances the 
diſſolute, ſtaggers the weak, confirms the 
debauched and lewd in their vile purpoſes ; 
keeps off the unconverted from believing the 
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reveal'd truths, cauſes the Jew, the 'T urk and 
the Infidel to judge very unfavourably of our 
holy religion, having no better influence upon 
our practice. Let kim theretore who ſets the 
bad example, think ſeriouſly within himſelf, 
and conſider how many thouſands he ruins 
both in body and ſoul, by laying the too 
alluring bait of a bad precedent, and which 
has more effect than even perſuaſion itſelf. 
And let him alſo remember, that the higher 
his tation is in life, the greater offence he 
dives to his weak brethren, the more he 
draws. after him into his licentious courſes 
and , conſequently, which conſideration might = 
deter him, the more he will have to anſwer 
tor hereafter, Better, certainly, it were for 
that man if he had never been born; or now 
he has been born, and done ſo much injury 
to his fellow creatures, better were it for him 
that a mill-flone were hanged about bis neck, 


aud he were caft into the fea; never to be 


heard of, never to. be icen any more for | 
©" vat. | 
. ON the Glier hand, is tile wh are 


within reach of the direful infeftion of bad Fo 


5 example, be verymuch upon en againſt 
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©: Mt too pernicious and prevailing influence. 
This eye of corruption therefore muſt, if it 
cannot be other wiſe remedied, be plucked 
out and aſl from us; be it ever fo dear unto 
us, be it in what perſon it will, be it in 
| the moſt ſerviceable friend, whoſe vices we 
are too apt to imitate, as we think an eſta. 
bliſhment in his friendſhip may promote us 
in the world. We muſt venture rather to 
be out of faſhion, to be fingular, and even 
obſtinate in this point, than run the 5 5 
of being condemm d at the laſt, 
Ad alx, evil communication is another 
, great offence, lays a ſtumbling block in the 
way of the well-meaning, but anwary chri- 
ſtian. To hear a man impudently harangue 
upon the topic of infidelity, deriding every 0 
ching that is ſacred with all the art and ma- 


lice he is able, is a thing no leſs dangerous 


than arrogant. An honeſt well-diſpoſed 
chriſtian, tho' he believe all the doftrinal 
truths of the holy goſpel, yet may not be 
readily prepar'd to confute the impious ſcof- 
fings of the gainſayer, and by that mean? 
the cauſe of chriſtianity may in ſome degree . 
luffer, and the infidel triumph in his ſeeming 
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conqueſt. In this caſe men We could ei- 
ther avoid ſuch evil communication, or which 
might be of great ſervice, when we fall in- 
to ſach prenicious hands, furniſh ourſelves 

with ſolid arguments to confute das lo 


ous railery, to be thereby ready to give @ 


reaſon for our faith, and filence the oppoſer. 
The Religion of Chriſt doth not indeed con- 
it ſo much in diſputation, as it doth in faith 
and practice; and theſe if we ſhew forth 
will be ſtronger and more convincing argu- 
ments on the ſide of that holy faith we pro- 
feſs, will redound more to the credit and 
eſtabliſhment; of chriſtianity, than the moſt 
refin'd diſputes tho theſe it is able to bear, 
and the more it is examin'd into, the ſtron- 
ger, and more evident will the truth of it 


: appear. 


Bur to come nearer to o ourſelves, the lifts 


_ of the eyes; the pride of life , the ambition of 
the heart; our favourite inclinations; the love 
of the winks the luſt of the fleſh; are in ſhort 
the greateſt offenders, the moſt dangerous 
enemies we have to encounter with; the 


moſt eee as the N e to us; the 


Ta 
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moſt difficult to conquer, as they appear un- 
der falſe colours, flatter us, and ſcem to be 
our boſom friends, at the ſame time they 
ruin and deſtroy us. In this caſe therefore 
lies the greateſt conflict. Here we muſt do 
violence to our darlings, we muſ? pluck out 
right eye, or fall a ſacrifice to the luſt of tt 
Tur Jufts of the eye will induce us to covet 
what is not our right to en joy ; and if once 
we indulge fo criminal an mention, we 
| ſhall be ſoon prev ail'd upon to get that in-⸗ 
to our poſſeſſion, either by ſtratagem or vi. 
olence, which no ways belongs to us, tc 


the great detriment, and oftentimes to the 5 


utter ruin of our ſuffering neighbour, 
Tur pride of life, it we ſuffer it to overcome 
us, and get the maſtery over our faith and 
reaſon, will ſoon lead us into exc eſs and ex- 
travigancy; and to ſupport this, we find i! 
too often the caſe, men will ſacrifice their ho- 
nour, honeſty, and even charity too. The goſ- 
pel commands us to be ſtrictly honeſt, ſincere 
and juſt in all relative tranſactions one with 
another; charitable and beneficient in our diſ- 
tributions. No ſays the pride of life, I muſt 
not be confin'd within theſe formal rules 
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I muft make gay appear ances in the world; 


AI muſt have ſuch an equipage and retinue; 
—] muſt make profuſe and ſumptuous en- 


tertainments; —1 muſt ſupport my credit a 


mongſt the pol ite part of mankind ;—my 


acquaintance is with men of taſte, and there- 


fore, 1n Orc: zer at all events to be 5 1 
mul. think no more of commonhonetty, than 
of an anfaſhionable, uncooth topic, At only 


for divines and philoſophers to treat of, but 
as to the practice of it with regard to me it 
muſt give way to my darling pur ſuits. And 

as to charity, that I cannot afford, for my 

own demands are very large, much larger 
than I can often ſatisfy. This is the lan- 
giuage, theſe the ſentiments of the pride of 

life, and how wide from chriſtianity any one 


may ſoon find out. 


AGAIN, the Anbieten of the heart, if not 


right] ly directed, if not made ſubject to the 


precepts of the goſpel and the rules of rea- 


ſon, will foon put us upon deſperate and ure 
lawful enterprizes, rather than mit; of our 


deſigns. He that ſets up the idol of great- 


: neſs in his heart, who lays all his ſchemes. 


for the attainment of high places, power 
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= honours, will facrifice unto it without 
heſitation, all the virtues of the goſpel ; nay 
rather than diſcard his darling purſuit and 
inclination, he would deny his Gop, and 
renounce his baptiſm. Truth and falſchood, 
ſincerity and inſincerity, are of the ſame ſig- 
nificancy with the ambitious ; he is influ- 
enced by each, as either will ſerve his inter- 
eſt ;— principle, honour, and honeſty are no 
ov than empty names, no more Or farther 
to be regarded, or diftinguiſhed, than they 
make high advances towards promotion. _—_ 
Fakr¹ER, the love of the world i is very 3 
Inconſiſtent with a true chriſtian profeſſion. 
- e which the apoſtle very properly 
calls idolatry, reigns ſovereign in the heart of 


man; takes up his whole affections, and ſuf- 


12 Az 
fers no rival to ſhare with 42S his poſ⸗- | 


ſeſſion. Where this is, charity muſt fly far 
from thence, and commonly finds reception 
and repoſe in the good withes only of thoſe, 
who are not able to entertain ſo amiable and 
. delightful a gueſt. The love of the world will 
- preach quite another doctrine, as oppoſite 
to charity as light is to darkneſs. It will 
perſuade us to keep the gold we eſo much 
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covet, to let it ruſt in coffers, until it be de- 


livered from its confinement by a profuſe 
heir, rather than do any preſent good with 


it, rather than relieve the moſt real object 
of charity in the utmoſt diftreſs. 
AGAIN, the luſt of the jlejh, the mol bru- Fo 
tal of all luſts, if not kept in due ſubjection, 8 
will carry as far from chriſtianity, as the Rate 


Of a beaſt is by order of nature remov'd from 
that of an human creature. Nay, i in this caſe, : 


a man that is given up to his appetites, 
worſt than the beaſt, for, the beaſt fa . 


when he has enough, and will leave of ; 


but the worſe than beaſtly man, will exceed 


in every particular, will even regret ; and la- 


ment that he cannot exceed even exceſs it 
ſelf, The pleaſures of ſenſe overcome the 
pleaſures of reaſon and underſtanding, be- 


_ cauſe they are better adapted to our corrupt 
nature; but O wretched man! that would 
follow the corruption of earth before the per- 


fection of heaven; that would accept of the 
curſe of the Serpent, rather than be a par- 


taker of the redemption of Chriſt. When luſt 
conceivelb, it bringeth forth jin, and fin once 
committed bringeth to the chambers of death. 
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Theſe then are few, out of many cauſes tha, 
give offence to the chriſtian profeſſor, which 
alienate him from the true love of God, and 
_ the faith of Christ; which fix his views in 
this world only, keep his eyes ſhut, that : 
he ſhould not look into the heavenly promiſes ;j— 
which ſtop his ears, that he ſhould not Hear 
the voice of the charmer, tho' wiſdom, hap- 


pineſs, peace and joy, ſound forch in every 4 


ee Which therefore is moſt adviſable : 
for us to follow? Shall the young man, in 


whom the 77 of the fleſh, the pride of li e, 


the pride of the eye, and all carnal defires are 9 
moſt predominant; ſhall he follow theſe, | 


and leave the goſpel? Shall he be lead by 
his depraved appetite, become a beaſt upon 
earth, and leave the hopes of being one 
| day a ſaint in heaven ? Shall he lay the foun- 
dation of vice in his youth, which will bring 
pain and ſorrow for ever, rather than lay the 
foundation of virtue in an carly piety, in an 
adherence and ſtrict obedience to the chriſtian Z 
religion; which will bring him Peace and 
J, at the laſt and forever. By no means, 


but let him violently and reſolutely pluck off = 


this . Us one, and * it from hm z for- | 
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let him conſider how much better it will be 
Vor him to enter into the king dom of heaven 
Hing but one eye, i. e. after having loſt a 
= great portion of the pleaſures of this world, 
4 than having two eyes to be caſt into bell fire, 
In ſhort, let us guard againſt every thing that 
may give the leaſt offence to the chriſ- 
= tian profeſſion; let us even forcibly put them 


away from us, be they ever ſo dear unto us. 
It us in all things ſollow the example of 
Gon, who is 7 ghteous in all his ways, and 
holy in all his works, rather than the example 
of corrupt man. Let the ambitious. prefer 


the glories of heaven, to the glories of the 
| _ earth, tho' they be the glores of princes. 
= Let the covetous /oy wp bis treaſi ures in bea 
ves, where he ſhall be ſure to enjoy them; 
4 where neither moth nor ruff do corrupt, 
T where thieves do not break thro nor teal. One 
maſter, and one only We can ſerve ; it would be 
unpardonable in us therefore to chuſe the 
ſervice of that, in whoſe. power is nothing 
but miſery and wo; and leave the ſervice of : 
God our maker, our preſirwer, our redeemer, 
end our all; in whoſe power alone it is, as 
it was to create us at firſt, ſo 10 exal! us af 
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the 2 to eternal joy, Let therefore, my 
brethren, neither the love of the world, . 
the pride of hife; tet neither the ambition »/ th; 
heart, nor the luft of the fleſh; let neither the 
temptations of evil ſpirits, nor yet of as evi 
men, be ble 10 ſeparate us from the lov of 
God, and e Chri/l Jjus ; and then fure hal! 
we be of remaining in his ove for ever. 


New 60 Gor he Father, Cc. 
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